Beverly Glen Parent Council Meeting

Date: January 11, 2018

Commenced:
7:00PM

Ended:

8:45PM

Attendees: Kimberly Liu, Alex Arjomad, Frank Costa, Morag Killackey, Rachel, Siva Suntharampillai, Magdalene Shim, Petrina Buell, Carmen Khuu, Mabrouk Chouk, Minaz Asani-Kanji
1. Approval of last meeting’s minutes

a. Minutes of last meetings approved; no objections. 

b. There is a space set aside on the school web page for the minutes to be posted. However, Frank and Morag are not on the distribution list for the minutes. 

c. Frank will email a request to Nithya to be added to the distribution and will update the minutes to website.

2. School update (Morag)

a. Last trustee meeting was held at Beverly Glen. Students did a fantastic job and represented the school well. The next meeting will be on Jan 15 @ Silver Springs. 

b. Kids have stress too session was held but had a smaller than expected turnout due to inclement weather.
c. Lego group participated in a competition. They put in a fantastic effort. Lego group will continue. 

d. Holiday concert was held. Will be looking to do a spring concert for the remaining classes. Due to space constraints, the classes are divided up between the holiday and spring concerts. 
e. Sight and sound testing was completed in December. Parents who had signed up should have received their child’s results.
f. Bi-monthly In house sharing assemblies. Every class has a chance to share / present. 

g. Movement in the gym program took place and was well received.
h. Reminder : Friday, January 19th – PA day

i. Fire safety presentations will be coming up

j. Kearney trip for Grade 6 kids will take place in March. Parent Information night will be held on January 30th for those interested. 

k. 1-2-3 Movement coming in on Jan 30th. First one this month. 

l. School superintendent, Andrew Gould, has moved on to another role. Andrea Ali (sp?) is temporarily filling the role of superintendent.
m. 2nd term – report cards will be going out on Feb13. Parent Teacher interviews will be held on Feb 15 & 16.  The interviews will primarily be for those who were unable to meet with the teacher in the 1st term or if the student is having difficulties. Parents are also welcome to request an interview, if they so wish. 
n. Extra Curricular activities (Frank) 
i. PALS – very popular, Knitting, Scrabble, French club, Poetry, Lego, Chess, to name a few.
ii. Volleyball season is underway and basketball tryouts are taking place
iii.  Question about how and what extra-curricular activities are selected. At the end of June, teachers sign up for any activities they are interested in. Frank puts together a schedule for each term. Not all activities happen throughout the school year to avoid student and room conflicts. The activities are primarily for students from grade 3 and up. Students hear about the activities during morning announcements. Information is also posted on the website and included in the newsletter. Schedule will be updated soon for the new term. 
3. Parking Committee (Frank)
a. Have all of the pieces but whether they will be approved is still to be decided.
b. The Parent Safety Program involves parents volunteering to monitor. They would be trained, but there is some concern over the safety of the parents. There are still some discussions about this at the board level. 
c. Board insurance was not purchased by the council. Decision was made because it only covered limited events which the council does not currently hold (ie. Events on site without teacher involvement). Would not cover the Parent Safety Program. 
4. Fundraising update (Mabrouk)
a. Distributed 228 bags of popcorn with the help of 6 volunteers


b. Next popcorn event take place January 23rd. 
c. School has been turning away late requests for fundraising (ie. Popcorn) events.
d. Decision was made to not accept late entries.

5. Treasurer update (Rachel)
a. Numbers on budget sheet are final as stated, up to and including the Samko & Miko sale. 
b. Budgeted column are the amounts that the council have previously agreed upon. 
c. Lunch Lady amount to be confirmed later this month
d. Additional expenses have been added for bus expenses for track and field, folk dance and choir as have been requested historically.
e. Less money was raised for Chocolate sales than in the past. There should still be sufficient funds to cover the budgeted expenses due to the previous year’s carry-over. 
f. Dance-a-thon still to come. Pledge forms to be finalized by next week and to be sent out by Jan 30.
g. There are some individual prizes for raising the most money derived from the chocolate fundraiser. Additionally, there will be a prize for the class who raises the most money. Pizza lunch can be done, but source, details and requests for any possible allergies need to be communicated in advance. 
h. Glow toys are typically sold and raise funds at the dance-a-thon. Concern raised about the garbage generated by the use of glow toys and glow bracelets. Discussions took place for alternate suggestions. The glow bracelets are provided free by the vendor. Kim will contact the vendor to discuss if any alternatives. In lieu of the usual glow toys, suggestions were made to purchase a better quality item that might be reused by the students for a longer period of time, an LED alternative to be environmentally friendly, a rental system or reuse of items between the groups / classes. Minaz to look into the possible costs of an alternative device.
i. If the changes are made, some wording / explanation should be made to the teachers to communicate to the students as to why the change is taking place (for example, to save the environment, decrease garbage, etc.) to level set student expectations and avoid disappointment. 
6. Funding Requests / Discussions
a. Additional $400 requested by Nithya (in absentia) for a Grade 6 gift. Budget for the Grade 6 luncheon is conservative at $1500. Increase count of students is only 65 versus last year’s 60. There should be sufficient funds to cover gifts depending on what the actual cost of the gifts are. If the gifts is for shirts similar to previous year,  then the $400 is low to cover the actual cost.
b. Kick Start Arts was originally turned down initially. No decision made to fund at this time.
c. Trustee did receive a proposal grant for the arts. The school received approximately $400. School might do a kindergarten / parents art night for those classes not included in the 123 Kids movement.
d. Request for funds for a volunteer thank you event / gift by Nithya (in absentia). Kim has been tracking the volunteers. There are also parent volunteers in the classrooms and evenings. Suggestions made to sign a card and give to the volunteers at the end of the year, morning teas, to form a subcommittee. Further discussion needed at next council meeting. School historically did a volunteer event which morphed into the school bbq.

e. Colour printer to help with special needs (~$2k). Printer is needed to help with special needs students. The previous printer had broken down and never been replaced. Teachers are currently printing at home and school is paying for the ink. Equipment has to be purchased via the school board. The concern is the on-going cost of ink replacement. There is no guarantee future councils will continue to fund. General consensus is that this should be funded by the school.
f. Sock fundraiser will not move forward.
g. Alex will make a BMO grant submission request
h. Remaining funds for the school computers. $4K was previously allocated for the school computers (~ half of the necessary funds). Council voted to go ahead and pay for the full amount. 

7. BG Outdoor Greening Classroom (Minaz)
a. Morag introduced retired, supply teacher, Wendy Hutchinson to the Outdoor Classroom. She is very interested in gardening and environmental issues and has offered to volunteer and join the Outdoor Classroom group.
b. Hanbo and Minaz hosted a volunteer thank you party for the parents who volunteered in the gardens over the Summer. The party was held at one of the parents’ home. Most of the parents are interested in continuing to be involved in the outdoor classroom project on an ongoing basis (watering and weeding the native plant and vegetable gardens, watering and mulching the new trees and shrubs planted)

c. The School Council (for the Outdoor classroom) received $400 back as reimbursement for the garden sign. Rachel has not included this in the budget (This funding will pay for the Volunteer appreciation party).

d. As this is Minaz’s last year at BG, she is looking at ways to make the Outdoor Classroom sustainable and long lasting. She will be working with Hanbo to help start up for the a Parent Volunteer garden committee. The first meeting is scheduled for Jan 18.
e. Minaz has brought a couple of ECO grants to the school’s attention;

i. Staples - $20,000 grant for computers to a school that has been engaged in environmental initiatives – due date: Jan 31 (a teacher has to apply, Minaz will provide content, based on work on the outdoor classroom) (https://www.staples.ca/sbdca/en_CA/cre/marketing/staples_soul/rfe_contest.html)

ii. TD FEF – Environmental funding to support the outdoor classroom – due date: Jan 15, 2018. Minaz will apply for this and send the completed application to the School Council.  https://fef.td.com/funding/
8. Other Discussions

a. Early discussion on next year’s fundraising. 

i. A replacement to chocolate sales due to health-concerns. 

ii. Possibility of increased frequency of pizza lunch sales. Comments, too often, it won’t seem as special to the kids. May be a burden on some to sign up for so many at once.

iii. Movie night. Need to pay a license for the movie. Cannot make on the movie, but can fundraise on the sale of concessions. 

iv. Raffling gift baskets made by the classrooms. Raffle license would be required unless it was done via silent auction. 

v. Selling School Aid. 15 packets of 50 disaster plasters (bandaids) in each case. 40% of funds raised would go towards the school. Prizes are provided. Question to be investigated, can unsold boxes be returned?

b. In general, want to start fundraising discussions earlier so that they are ready for next year. 

c. Increase volunteer engagement. Some parents have expressed not feeling welcome at the school. Perhaps more communication to explain the need for the locked doors. Volunteers may be looking more for a connection than a specific reward. Further discussion needed at next council meeting. 
9. Frequency of council meeting.
a. Suggest council meet more often. No clear date when all present are available to attend. Suggestion is to alternate between Tuesdays and Thursdays to allow people the chance to attend. 

10. Next meeting – Tuesday, February 27, 2017, 7PM – 8PM

