Beverly Glen School Council Meeting

Date:
April 17, 2018, 7-8PM

Attendees: 
Morag Killackey, Minaz Kanji, Nithya Caleb, Magdalane Shim, Mabrouk Chouk, Tanya Neretjlak
Agenda: 
School Updates (Morag)
School improvements underway or going to happen

· Walls will be put up in the open concept areas. Had been asking for a few years as the open area was found to be too distracting for the students. Many of the classrooms had makeshift walls separating the rooms already. Only one of the pods will remain open at the request of their teachers. 

· New integrated sound system to be installed which includes battery operated clocks and phones. 
· Gym was recently painted. Very nice and clean.

· Kindergarten bathrooms were painted.

· Some of the carpets were removed from some of the classrooms and replaced with tile. Will be continuously doing this. 

· Glass doors were replaced. 

Staffing Updates

· Next year staffing. Lost one staff member as it stands now, but can be recalled depends on what happens with staff.

· Will only have 1 ECE for French immersion and 1 ECE for English. 

· Lots of teachers on leave (maternity, travelling, etc.) will be returning, mostly on the French immersion side. 

· Board average classroom sizes:

· Kindergarten – 29 max

· Grades 1-3, 20 students max, up to 23 with exemption

· But no exemptions in place for next year.

· Grades 4-6, 26 students max

· Staffing models have been put together and approved for next year. 

· Class placements will be done at the end of the month.

· Teachers meet and discuss early to have a lot of time to think about placements. Classes are arranged to attempt to even out in terms of gender, ESL needs, etc. Parental requests are only accepted in writing. School will try to honour them, but not guaranteed. Also, the school does not take specific teacher requests. 

Upcoming events

· Ecos Fair – Saturday, April 21. Madam Mitas will be taking members of the ECO team to represent BG

· Family Math Night & Book fair – May 3

· Bring parent to school – May 1 

· Come in with your child to see what their morning is like for them. Invited to remain until first recess. Parents will observe only. 
· City Track Event – May 7

· School even to select participants was supposed to take place but weather was not conducive to holding the event. 

· Concert – Date TBD

· Cheryl Thornton – May 24

· EQAO - May 22 – June 4

· Talent Show – June 15

· Speech Arts - TBD

· Graduation – June 22, 1-3PM

· Graduation luncheon – June 26 @ the Mandarin
No permanent Superintendent has yet been announced. Marc Sprack is still the “acting” Superintendent at least until June. 
Fundraising Update (Rachel)

· Funded Activities budget has been bumped up a bit. Two buses will be needed for the graduation luncheon. Teachers will be making arrangements to get firmer numbers, but there is some wiggle room.
· Carryover will be be ~$4500. Hadn’t planned to carry over that much, but certain things didn’t take place. 

· Approximately $24,000 raised this year. 

· June BBQ is still under debate, but at this point will not be happening. 

Field trips (Morag)
· 2 trips per year, up to 3 max.

· Field trips are planned by the teachers. 
· Not consistent across grades or classes.

· Is there anything that can be done to encourage or help? 

Funding Requests (Nithya)
· Dash robot - $400

· Robotics was already granted $540. Only about $230 has been used to date, but originally was to include Dash robot. Might need an uplift

· Workshop for Gr 6 students - $1458

Friends of Beverly Glen Park (Minaz) 

· Working with park people on stewardship and engagement. 

· Brought in engaged parents in the summer time. Bring these parents into “Friends of Beverly Glen Park”

· Working to strengthen the parents and form a committee to carry on the work.

· Received the TD Friends of the Environment Grant for the outdoor classroom. 
· Funding is provided for a year. 

· Pilot. How to use this model to take to other schools and parks.

· Funding provided to create a curriculum connecting the classroom to the outside. Will be spent for the classroom, more plants, a second planting in the front of the school, etc. 

· Money in the budget to bring people in for workshops. 

· TD want to have a cheque handover at the Earth Day Community Cleanup.

· Pumpkin parade was held in November.

· Earth Day Community Cleanup will be the first event – April 22

· Arts in the Park event planned for July 21

· Suggestions from Morag, One of the ECE is a dancer and performs all over the city. There is also a retired principal who does speaking engagements. 

· Attended the PIAC meeting 

· Lot of talk about equity, wellbeing, inclusivity and education

· There is a new Minister of Education

· Suggestions for improved communication - Whatsapp chat group

· Fundraising ideas from other schools

· Movie night. Cineplex will donate popcorn for movies

· Skip-a-thon, Move-a-thon 
· Raffle for first two rows at a concert

· Principal emails the entire volunteers

· Pancake breakfast – to engage people 

· School interpreters are available upon request by the school
· Day time workshops
· Statement of Needs – suggested to define to breakdown the culture of the school. Develop a guide to help plan the council’s work. 
· Morag is familiar with a Statement of Needs which is developed for the community to specify what they would like to see in a new principal. Doesn’t sound like the same document.
· Will request a blank document as a sample to see if it is the same as the one used for a new principal. 

· Looking for a French Immersion advocate.

· Next meeting to be held at April 28th. 

Volunteer Thank you (Morag)
· Teachers will provide a list of classroom volunteers. 

· Kimberly Liu has been maintaining the list of helpers for the fundraising efforts.

· Original volunteer thank you had morphed into the June BBQ. If the BBQ does not happen, the school will still hold a volunteer thank you event. 

Next Meeting: 
Tuesday, May 22, 2018, 6:30PM-8PM

· Request a copy of the next school calendar be brought.
· Grant submissions 

· Discussion from 7-8 PM to brainstorm future fundraising
