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Every student can learn, just not on the same day, or in the same way.

-- George Evans
In-class Learning

Literacy

The reading program will continue work started in kindergarten and grades one and two, using techniques made famous in education circles by Debbie Miller’s Reading With Meaning.  Your child will be engaging with literature and texts in a way designed to further their comprehension and create meaning from text.  More than just decoding words and sounds, reading only becomes reading when there is understanding.  It should be noted, however, that while we will be practising these skills as a whole group, each of our students will undoubtedly demonstrate different levels of readiness for each of these skills. 
· Making connections
· Visualizing
· Inferring

· Asking Questions
Work Stations and Guided Reading

Students have begun to learn to do Work Stations tasks.  These tasks are designed to further literacy skills while working in small groups or pairs. Once children have been adequately trained to perform these tasks independently, I will have the opportunity to pull children to conduct guided reading lessons designed to target individual needs.

Writing

Our students all have very different degrees of both ability and comfort with writing in room 241.  This will most likely be one of our biggest academic challenges this year.  It is my goal to provide a writing program that is, for the most part, functional.  Writing is about communicating, and while children will be practising spelling high frequency words and word families, much of our writing will be in response to literature we’ve read, activities we’ve done, writing letters, recipes, instructions for games, social stories, etc.  Though there will be some, children will not be asked to complete worksheet after worksheet.  We will be exploring spelling and phonics through word building and hands-on activities.  
Mathematics

The approach to mathematics in room 241 will be largely hands-on.  Math is an opportunity for young learners to solve problems and approaching math like a puzzle ensures that they remain engaged and are thinking about the math that they are doing.  We will be looking for the math in art, in games, in real-life application as well as traditional paper and pencil math practise.
Homework
After a long day at work, the last thing most people want to do is work some more.  The school day for our students may seem particularly long and challenging.  Homework for children in the primary grades is recommended not to exceed 10 minutes in length for children in grade one, 15 minutes for children in grade two, and 20 for children in grade three.  The Toronto District School Board’s policy on homework recommends only daily reading with an experienced reader (in English or the home language if it is other than English).  

However, the home is a great place to practise skills learned in school and homework is a great way to build responsibility and accountability for your child.  To help parents engage their children in home learning, I will provide monthly calendars that describe tasks for practicing skills on a daily basis. This homework is intended for skills practice and to teach responsibility.  You know your child best, so I leave it to parents to decide how much homework you feel your child can handle after school.  You may decide to complete it once a week, twice a week or daily.  I suggest you start small and build the routine to include more days.  Homework books will be collected on Mondays for checking.  As homework is a team effort between the home and the school, please keep me informed of the homework routine you’ve established at home, so that I may know how much work to expect from your child and how much to hold them accountable for.
Discipline

As the students in our class have a variety of needs, behavioural concerns will be addressed on an individual basis.  However, violent outbursts are not tolerated and may result in disciplinary measures in accordance with Board and Ministry guidelines.  That said, staff are cognizant of the needs of our specific students and will utilize their best judgement should the need arise.  

The approach in room 241 is to recognize positive behaviours with praise and to downplay the impact of negative behaviours.  The reasoning behind this is to reinforce positive behaviours by acknowledging effort on the part of the students, and to attempt to instil in students that negative behaviours will not disrupt the learning of the rest of the class.  There are several quiet spots for students to calm down or “get some space” should they require it.  

The Child and Youth Workers assigned to the class specialise in building social skills and will be working with students in room 241 both individually and as a group.  Make sure to check your child’s agenda for notes about how his or her day went.  Please take the time to discuss their days with them as well.
At the moment we are still very much in “boot camp” mode, as kids settle into routines and learn what is expected in room 241.  Everyone is doing a great job adapting to the routines of the classroom, some old and some new.
So here’s to a great year together!  I look forward to getting to know each of you and to learning together with your child.
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