ELMBANK  JMA             CODE OF CONDUCT 2009-2010
At Elmbank we strive to create and maintain a safe, positive and welcoming environment and expect that all our partners will actively participate and support our efforts. Our collective goal is to help students develop self-discipline so that they may become productive and responsible members of society.   We need your support to ensure that your child follows the expectations and the Code of Conduct.  PLEASE REVIEW CAREFULLY WITH YOUR CHILD. 
At Elmbank, we have a Code of Conduct. The rules and routines in this Code of Conduct reflect and comply with the policies of the Toronto District School Board and the Ministry of Education. Violation of the school’s Code of Conduct shall result in a progressive discipline process that may eventually lead to expulsion. 

Our Code of Conduct has been established to ensure that:

· all members of the school community are treated with respect, courtesy and dignity

· teachers shall have the opportunity to teach and the students shall have the opportunity to learn

· the expectations for appropriate behaviour are identified and specifically taught the process for ensuring that these expectations are followed is consistent and familiar
· all students will have the opportunity to participate fully in the school, whether it be in the classroom, the schoolyard, at special events, co-curricular activities or school trips as long as safety is not potentially compromised
AT ELMBANK, all school community members including students shall demonstrate: 
1. Honesty, Integrity and Courtesy 
· Everyone shall treat others with respect and with dignity.  Good manners shall be used at all times.
· Everyone shall behave in a sincere, trustworthy and truthful manner.

· Everyone shall act justly and honourably in all that we do.
2. Respect for Self/Others; Acceptance of All

· At all times, everyone shall show respect for everyone and everything in the school and in the community; regardless of their race, culture and ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation or religion.

· Everyone shall be as clean and organized as possible, at all times. 

· Everyone shall refrain from smoking/drug use, alcohol use on school property.

· Everyone shall use acceptable and appropriate language in the school, on the playground and on field trips.

· As a sign of respect, hats are not to be worn in classrooms, halls (except at entry, exit or if for religious reasons).

3. Meeting Academic and School Obligations and Assignments 

· Everyone shall put forth their best effort at all times.

· Everyone shall follow all rules and routines established by the school and community.

· Everyone shall attend school daily and be punctual.

· Everyone shall participate fully in the learning process.

· Everyone shall come prepared for each day’s activities, learning and complete all assignments on time.

4. Respect for Property, the Environment and the Community
· Everyone shall show respect for all school and community property, materials, and refrain from defacing, destroying them in any way.

· Everyone shall use energy and materials sparingly.

· Everyone shall consume food or drinks only in designated areas.
· Everyone shall show respect for their environment, clean up after themselves and dispose of garbage in an appropriate way.


· Everyone shall commit to conservation and reduce, reuse, recycle materials to the greatest extent possible.

· Everyone shall behave in a safe and respectful manner on their way to and from school. 

· Everyone will show respect for the property of others by refraining form trespassing, vandalism.
5. Safety
· Everyone shall respect the personal space of others or get permission to cross others’ space (teachers’ and students’ desks, others’ schoolbags, belongings  etc.)

· Everyone shall participate in respectful and careful play and refrain from conduct that could injure others (fighting and violence of any form, pushing, punching, elbowing, tripping others, “playing around”, snow jobbing, throwing of snow at others, throwing objects at others etc.).

· Everyone shall refrain from aggressive, intimidating, hurtful or bullying behaviours of any type including exclusion, cyber-bullying via the internet, msn, text messaging, facebook, my space, you tube, phone messaging and so on
· Everyone using computers and other data devices shall adhere to the included TDSB On-Line Code of Conduct
6. Appropriate Use of Facilities
· Everyone shall make proper use of the facilities, including the washrooms, halls, classrooms, playground etc.

· Everyone will refrain from vandalism, littering, graffiti, spitting etc.

7. Conflict Resolution
· Everyone shall strive to take the time to make good choices by using active listening and effective communication skills.

· Everyone shall use the HELPING STUDENTS RESOLVE CONFLICTS AND SOLVE PROBLEMS  method as the primary behaviour management tool. 
PROHIBITED ITEMS
POSSESSION AND/OR HANDLING OF THESE ITEMS MAY RESULT IN SUSPENSION AND/OR EXPULSION:

·  exacto knives, knives or other weapons
·  bombs, sprite bombs, stink bombs, guns, water guns, cap guns or caps and all other replica weapons resembling guns
·  wooden or steel rods, bats, sharp objects of any kind or other incendiary devices
· firecrackers, matches, lighters, cigarettes, 
· laser pointers, white out

· drugs of any type, alcohol
· spray lotions/perfumes/colognes (these can cause severe asthma attacks and allergic reactions)
· darts, baseball bats, hockey sticks
· hard balls of any type including baseballs, golf balls
· bandanas;  “colours” or other gang related paraphernalia,  skull caps, “doo rags”, “hoods”, no hooded shirts are allowed in class 
· pagers and recording devices…….
· phones with cameras (taking photos of others without  parent permission is not allowed by law)
Possession of any of these items may lead to confiscation. Students should not bring toys from home to school unless requested by the teacher. Sports equipment must not be used in hallways, classrooms (except Gym) due to safety concerns. ALL balls must be used appropriately i.e. not deliberately thrown at anyone whether in the Gym or outside.; balls  must remain in student hands in the halls, on the stairs and in classrooms. 
Skateboards, roller blades, scooters, bicycles may be used to get to school; however, they may not be used on school property, indoors or outdoors. Scooters must be folded up when entering the building. Bicycles must be stored/locked outdoors with a heavy-duty lock to discourage theft. Bicycles are not to be brought into the school. The school cannot be responsible for these items. Students bring them to school at their own risk. 

Cell Phones and other electronic communication devices: many parents want their children to have a access to a cell phone for safety. In terms of the school a cell phone may be carried to and from school. While at school the cell phone/ electronic device must be remain stored in the student’s locker at all times. Cell phones may not be used in the school or in the yard or while involved in school activities on or off the school property. In Ontario, there are laws that prohibit the use of cameras of any type, including cell phone cameras for taking of a picture of a student without the signed consent of the parent. Cell phones/electronic devices used inappropriately will be confiscated and held in the Main Office for retrieval by the student’s parent/guardian. This list is not inclusive – any item that could potentially harm someone is prohibited.  The school is not responsible for loss or damage to items brought to school, including valuables (please leave MP3 players, walkmans, “video” games, game systems, jewellery, money etc. at home).
SCHOOL DISCIPLINE - We look forward to providing our students with an environment where they may make positive progress toward obtaining a sound education. We believe one step toward the establishment of this productive atmosphere is found in the effective implementation of a few meaningful school and classroom expectations, which increase safety, minimize disruptions and preserve the integrity of instructional time. 







