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	Student Recognition
Students can be recognized for Academic Achievement, Citizenship and Leadership. The following students were recognized at our recent  Student Recognition Assemblies:
Junior Kindergarten
Elysa Binotto, Amarra Fernandes, Karen Luu
Senior Kindergarten
Taylor Bavington-Sebastia, Xavier Melo
Grade 1
Jayda Ball, Abigael Fontecilla, Juliet Osaj, Xavier Villamonte
Grade 2
Tae Fletcher, Trevan George

Grade 3
Aliyah Ball, Deon Noray

Grade 4
Sofia Dalecio, Chance Hashem, Deniz Sevi, Andy Quintanilla Sorto
Grade 5 – 
Nayeli Lopez Borillas, Izabela Villamonte, Elijah Viray Palmer
Grade 6 – 

Brandan Davidson, Meagan Phung

Reach for the Stars

Staff members are on the watch for students who show good citizenship. We’ve had many students demonstrating responsibility, amazing work ethics and kindness towards others. These students are awarded “stars” which are displayed on our “Wall of Stars” in the hallway near the main office. Regular lucky draws are held and the winners are able to choose a small prize. Recent winners were: Chinyere Matthew –Cranston,Thomas Menegazzo, Leo Pinta, Trevan George, Sadie Murphy
Volunteers
We would like to acknowledge the following people who have volunteered their time to help in our school: Lily Brutto, Keith Fernandez, Edith Gonzalez, Jennifer Kennedy, Trang Le, Joyce Maynard, Demetra Ntalis, Marie Sackanay. If you would like to help out please contact the school office at 416-394-2336.
Staff Change

We are pleased to welcome Sandra Portillo as our new lunchroom supervisor in the Grade 1-6 program replacing Bruno Ventrice who retired in June 2016. Trip to Harbourfront   
On December 8 students in Rooms 5, 9 & 10 went to Harbourfront Centre to watch a contemporary dance presentation. The performance, Wintersong,          celebrated seasonal dance inspired by the world’s rich winter solstice traditions.  Students watched in anticipation and excitement as the young dancers moved effortlessly across the stage.  Our students were inspired by the sophisticated, precise and mature performance executed by students their age.       (T.Foster)
Science Centre Trip

On December 9 F.H. Miller students enjoyed a trip to the Science Centre. The Grade ½ class learned about different types of energy and how even when something isn't moving it still has energy.  Their favourite activities were creating our own hurricanes and dancing to create different forms of weather.  Exploring the rain forest was a warm and peaceful way for them to end their day. (Ms. Coelho) 
The students in grade 2/3 loved the hands-on exhibits, the interactive workshops, and of course, Kidspark. The Matter and Materials workshop fascinated them as they watched water turn into a solid in less than 10 seconds.   The Science Centre is a great place for learners to explore science, math and technology.(Ms. Foster) 
Students in the Grade 5/6 class had the opportunity to explore and extend their knowledge on topics they've studied this year including Space, Human Body, Simple Machines, Forces and Structures and Flight. It was exciting for the students to see the concepts leap off the page and out of the computer screen and come alive in real life as 3d models and machines they could interact with. The students especially enjoyed an hour long presentation on physics and forces. (Mr. Nock)
Following are some responses that Ms. Chow recorded from our Kindergarten students about their time at the Science Centre:

"I liked racing the wooden blocks down the slide to see which one is faster." - Zoe (JK) "When we went through the rain forest it was misty and hot." - David and Colwyn (SKs) "I liked petting the cockroach. It felt hard. It feels hard because its’ bones are on the outside." - Fiona (JK) "I learned that the hot air can make the balloon float." - Amarra (JK)"I liked going through the bat cave and the small tunnel in the wall." - David (SK) "We had to pretend to ride on a bicycle to find the raccoon." - Ariana (SK)"It was fun catching the fish in the water area." - Bianca (SK)
Adult High School 

Find a career path and meet your academic goals every year. Tuition is free. Earn credits in nine weeks and gain Canadian work experience. Explore programs in business & technology, social science, mathematics and specialty programs such as accounting, office administration, personal support worker(PSW) Visit www.adultschoolstoronto.ca for more information.
February is Kindergarten Registration Month
At the Toronto District School Board, our elementary schools offer Full-Day Kindergarten. Our educators recognize that children come to school with diverse backgrounds and rich experiences. Our Kindergarten programs will build upon these experiences and support your child to learn, grow, and succeed. At the TDSB, we believe our youngest learners benefit from engaging in a variety of rich and authentic learning, both indoors and outdoors. Our classroom programs are designed to bring The Kindergarten Program 2017 to life by providing children with opportunities to learn through play, inquiry, and exploration. Throughout the two-year Kindergarten program, classroom educators support the children in developing their sense of belonging, well-being, and problem solving skills. During the school day, children explore literacy, mathematics, science, physical education and the arts.
To attend Junior Kindergarten in September, children must turn four years old by December 31, 2017. To register for Senior Kindergarten, children must be five years old by December 31, 2017. 
Visit the Kindergarten website at…

www.tdsb.on.ca/kindergarten to learn more about this program and  how  to prepare your child for school. Visit your local school during February to register. Your child's lifelong journey of learning begins at the TDSB!                                          
We are looking forward to welcoming you and your child! Call our school office at 416-394-2336 to make an appointment and bring the following documents:
1. Proof of age (birth certificate or passport)
2. Proof of address (two pieces of identification that show your address, such as a phone bill) 

3. Proof of immunization (the card that shows a list of needles your child has received). 

4. Verification of date of arrival, if your child was not born in Canada. 
Families who are Canadian Citizens, Permanent Residents or Refugee claimants may register directly at the school. All others please visit the International Programs and Admissions Office at 5050 Yonge Street, Toronto, for a TDSB school admission letter. Please note: only parents or legal guardians can register a child for TDSB programs.
Parents as Partners Conference 2017 

The Parents as Partners Conference 2017 is on Saturday, April 1 and all parents are welcome! This free conference – planned by parents, for parents – includes a variety of workshops and resources that will help any parent support their child in their achievement and well-being at school and at home. Transportation, childcare, food and translators are all provided. Registration opens mid-February. Learn more at www.parentsaspartners.ca
Recess During Cold Weather
Elementary school students are kept indoors for recess and lunch times for a number of weather conditions such as rain, lightning in the area, extreme winds and extreme cold. When temperature and wind chill measure -28C or lower, students are kept indoors. Recesses and lunch hour may be shortened if the temperature and wind chill reading is between -20C and -28C. If a student's medical condition requires further consideration due to weather conditions, or if parents have other questions or concerns about how and when weather conditions affect your child's school day, please contact the school office.
Continuing Education - Learn English with Us
Adults can build literacy and English language skills for FREE for eligible learners. Learn about your community and the services available. We offer a wide range of classes from beginner to advanced to help you improve your conversation skills, further your education, and prepare for citizenship and language proficiency tests.
For more information visit www.ESLtoronto.ca or call 416-338-4300. @TDSB_ConEd
Continuing Education - International Languages Elementary and African Heritage Programs
As the world continues to move towards connectivity, learning languages becomes critically important. Encourage your child’s natural curiosity and enroll them in our JK to Grade 8 International Languages and African Heritage program. Visit our website for a school near you. 
www.ILEprograms.ca @TDSB_ILE 
TDSB Chair and Vice Chair Elected
Robin Pilkey was acclaimed Chair of the Toronto District School Board during the annual Organizational Board meeting on December 1, 2016. Trustee Chris Moise was elected to the position of Vice Chair. Chair Pilkey, who was also acclaimed Chair last December, was first elected as Trustee for Parkdale-High Park in the fall of 2014. Vice Chair Moise was first elected as Trustee for Toronto Centre-Rosedale in June of 2016. For detailed results of the elections, as well as the schedule and agendas for Board and Standing Committees, please visit www.tdsb.on.ca/boardroom.
Students Entering the School

Students who are being dropped off at the front of the school should enter the school from the school yard in his/her class line. Students should not use the front door unless they are arriving after 9:00 a.m.

Students Exiting the School

Students in Grades 1-6 are accompanied to the south exit doors by their teacher. Please assist us in this routine by picking up your children outside the exit doors. Please remind your children that for safety reasons they are not to use the school parking lot unless accompanied by an adult.
	George Brown Students

We are also pleased to have two Early Childhood Educator students from George Brown 
College presently completing a placement at our school. Christine Agra is in the JK/SK class and 

Monique Pinto  is in the Grade ½ class.      

Dental Screening

The Toronto Public Health Department will be conducting dental screening in our school on February 22nd and 23rd. The screening is an assessment by a licensed dental hygienist using sterilized instruments. As a follow up to the screening, only parents whose children are identified as requiring dental services will be notified. Should you require more information, please contact Toronto Public Health, Dental & Oral Health Services at 416-328-4765.

February is African Heritage Month
February is African Heritage Month at the Toronto District School Board. African Heritage Month is an opportunity for the experiences, contributions and achievements of African Canadians to be affirmed. Throughout February, a number of activities are taking place system-wide. This year’s theme is “Celebrating 150 years of African Heritage.” The month will focus on the contributions peoples of African descent have made to the fields of Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM), and the Rites of Passage Process.
February is Chinese Heritage Month
The Toronto District School Board is proud to recognize February as Chinese Heritage Month for the first time. During this month, we celebrate the energetic culture and traditions of the Chinese community with students, staff and community members. The Chinese community is integral to the growth and success of the City of Toronto and Canada. Members of the Chinese community represent approximately 10 percent of the total GTA population and form its second largest visible minority group. As we celebrate Canada’s 150th anniversary this year, Canadians remember and appreciate the Chinese workers who helped build the Canadian Pacific Railway that united our country. Chinese-Canadians will recognize the Lunar New Year starting on January 28 and will continue with celebrations throughout the month of February.
Winter Concert

 On Thursday December 22nd, 2016 we had our Winter Concert at F H Miller! The gym was full of family and friends who enjoyed the many talents of our students! Continuing the tradition started last year, students introduced each class. The audience was treated to the dynamic duo....Isabella Cook & Izabela Villamonte as well as the witty stylings of Eyob Habtyehun & Veronika Correla Sampaio, Brooklyn Berardo-Calliste, Meagan Phung, Frida Tantalo & Haylee Berardo-Calliste did a fantastic job working the curtains and we appreciate our speedy runners, Athavia James Noel & Tenzin Choeying. The Kindergarten class led by Ms. Chow and Ms. Gallagher performed two winter songs that charmed the audience. The Grade 1/2 students also performed two songs. One was a beautiful song about peace where the stage was lit by candles. Right after that Ms. Foster’s Grade 2/3 class got things rockin' with a song and candy cane dance. The energy continued right into Ms. O’Sullivan’s class performing Jingle Bell Rock. Finally, the audience was treated to an orchestral performance by Mr. Nock's Grade 5/6 class led by Ms. Bulanowski, our Violin Teacher. The bake sale and raffle held by the School Council was yet another success raising just over $330.00! Sincere thanks to those who contributed baked goods and to the members of the Council who organized the sale. 
…….. M. Campbell       (A big “thank-you” to Ms. Campbell for co-ordinating our concert.)
Ski Trip
On Friday January 13th, 2017 our junior grades 4, 5 and 6 students went on an exciting ski trip to Snow Valley Ski Resort in Barrie. An amazing day was had by all. The scenery was perfect; falling snow drifting slowly down as the students hit the ski hills. Many students learned to ski for the first time, and still more improved on their skills acquired from years past. A big thank you goes out to all the parent volunteers who helped make the day a great success. Special thanks to our school council whose fundraising money subsidized the trip reducing the cost of the trip to $25.00 per student. This price included transportation, ski rentals, lift ticket and ski lesson.  An extra special thanks goes out to Ms. O’Sullivan who put in many hours to plan and organize the trip this year!…..C. Nock
Police Officer Visits
Our School Liaison Police Officer, Terri-Ann Pencarinha and her partner Officer Michael Skelhorne visited our school on January 24 to make presentations to the students as follows:

Kindergarten – Community Helpers

Grades 1, 2 & 3 - Personal Safety

Grades 4, 5 & 6 – Social Media & Internet Safety

Both officers gave us very positive feedback about our students.

February 20 is a Statutory Holiday 
There will be no classes on Monday, February 20, 2017 to reflect the province-wide statutory holiday called Family Day. The holiday occurs on the third Monday in February of each year for the purpose of emphasizing and celebrating the importance of families taking time to be together. 
Because teachers are involved in professional learning on Friday, February 17 for the Board-wide Professional Activity Day, students will not be attending school on Friday, February 17 and Monday, February 20 which is the statutory holiday - Family Day. Visit the TDSB public web site at www.tdsb.on.ca to view the school year calendar.
Continuing Education - Community Programs
Take up a new hobby, learn a language, and meet people in your community. Put your hands to work and decorate and glaze your own pottery or sculpture. Stay active with co-ed basketball/volleyball, tennis and golf. Gain knowledge on how to invest in the stock market or prepare your taxes. Classes include Egyptian Belly Dancing, Stained Glass, Web Design for Small Business. 
Please refer to our brochure for a complete list.

www.learn4life.ca.Facebook.com/TDSBLearn4Life

Continuing Education-Night School

Night school offers credit courses in areas such as the humanities, math, science, international languages (among others) in locations across the city. Upgrade a mark, reach ahead or make up a credit towards your high school diploma. Registration for the winter semester is now open. Classes begin the week of February 22, 2016. 
Visit www.creditprograms.ca for more information.

Traffic safety tips: help make this a safe winter season
· Stop, look, and listen for traffic.

· Only cross at corners and crosswalks.

· Make eye contact with drivers.

· Walk on the right side of the crosswalk.

· Wear appropriate footwear to reduce the chances of slipping.
· Never run into the street.

· Obey crossing signals.

· Cross only if clear.

· Walk on sidewalks.

· Where there are no sidewalks, walk as 

              far away from traffic as possible, facing 
              traffic.
Supervision of Students

Morning supervision begins on the yard at 8:45 a.m. There is no supervision before that time.  For safety reasons students should not come to school before 8:45 a.m. One teacher is on duty from 3:30 – 3:45 p.m. There is no supervision after 3:45 p.m. Students are asked to go directly home when they are dismissed. They should check in with you at home before making any after school arrangements.
Learn English with TDSB                                  
The TDSB offers free English as a Second Language classes in communities across the city, to adults who are residents of Canada or are applying for residency. Build your literacy and English language skills. Learn about your community and the services available. Prepare for further education, citizenship and language proficiency tests. Improve your conversation skills. Discover our bilingual programs, where English is taught with the help of other languages. Visit www.ESLtoronto.ca or call 416-338-4300
Upcoming Events

Feb. 14         - Dance-a-Thon
Feb. 14         - Report Cards go home
Feb.16(6:00-8:30pm)- Parent/Teacher Interviews    

Feb. 17 9:00 - 12:00a.m. – Parent/Teacher    
Interviews (NO SCHOOL)

Feb. 20         - Family Day (Provincial Holiday -
NO SCHOOL)

Feb. 22& 23  - Dental Screening

Feb. 23          - Student Recognition Assembly

Feb. 28  -  Trustee Stiles’ Ward Council Meeting

March 7 - Grad & Sibling Photos

March 12 - Daylight Saving Time returns (Clocks go ahead 1 hour)

March13-17  - Spring Break (NO SCHOOL)
March 30 -  Student Recognition Assembly

April 14   - Good Friday (NO SCHOOL)

April 17- Easter Monday (NO SCHOOL)

April 27 - Student Recognition Assembly

May 3 - JK/SK & Grade 1/2 to Young People’s Theatre

Mon. May 22 - Victoria Day (NO SCHOOL)

May 24 - Welcome to Kindergarten Evening

June 9 - Professional Development Day (NO SCHOOL)

June 27 - Grade 6 Graduation

June 29 - Last day of school for students

June 30 - Professional Development Day (NO SCHOOL)

To view this newsletter online visit our school website at schools.tdsb.on.ca/fhmiller/


