HUMBERCREST PUBLIC SCHOOL

Code of Behaviour

The Code of Behaviour has been established by Humbercrest Public School to ensure:

· that all members of this school community are treated with respect, courtesy and dignity,

· that teachers will have the opportunity to teach and that students will have the opportunity to learn,

· that the expectations for appropriate behaviour are identified and taught,

· that the process for ensuring that these expectations are followed is consistent and familiar,

· that all students will have the opportunity to participate fully in school, whether it be in the classroom, the school yard, special events, sports, extracurricular activities or school trips.

Responsibilities

Everyone has responsibility for ensuring the success of Humbercrest's Code of Conduct.  The general expectations are outlined below:

Students:

· treat everyone with courtesy, respect and dignity,

· learn the rules,

· complete assigned work,

· act in a safe manner,

· accept and follow the rules and regulations of the school,

· accept responsibility for their actions,

· use acceptable strategies, which are taught to them, to resolve conflict,

· promptly respond to the instructions of supervising staff.

Staff:
· treat everyone with courtesy, respect and dignity,

· ensure that students and parents are aware of the policies and expectations of the school,

· communicate with parents,

· ensure that they address inappropriate behaviours,

· maintain a consistent approach, as determined by the Behaviour Code, for acknowledging positive behaviours and addressing negative behaviours,

· teach the students alternatives to negative behaviours,

· provide a safe and welcoming environment for all students.

Parents:
· Treat everyone with courtesy, respect and dignity,

· Discuss and reinforce the expectations with their child(ren).
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HUMBERCREST PUBLIC SCHOOL RULES

1) All members of the Humbercrest Public School community – staff, students 
      and  parents, visitors and guests to the school, as well as their property, are to be 
      treated with  respect.

2) All students are to exhibit appropriate behaviour which is free from harassment, bullying, swearing and yelling.

3) Student movement, in the hallway and stairwells, should be on the right-hand side.  Running in hallways and stairwells can result in situations which are hazardous to the well being of self and others. 

4) Movement in the hallways should be quiet and should respect the fact that others are working.

5) Lockers are out of bounds before 8:50, between classes and during lunch.

6) Students are expected to be in the classes by 8:55 for opening exercises. During the national anthem and announcements, all students are to stop, stand still and listen. After the announcements, senior students are to obtain a late slip.

7) Lunch is to be eaten in the supervised designated area or at home.

      In the Senior Division, students may, with written parental permission leave the school property or remain in the school yard.   All garbage is to be disposed of in the waste receptacles.  Senior students not following these procedures will be assigned to a supervised lunchroom for a period of time specified by the school.

8) Hats and sunglasses are to be removed in the school building.

9) Gum chewing is prohibited in the school and during classroom hours.

10) Electronic items (i.e. Mp3 players, games, communication devices, etc.) should be left at home.  The school cannot be responsible if these items go missing.  If an electronic communication device is brought to school, it is to be turned off and be placed out of view during the regular school day, on excursions and at all extra-curricular and school related activities.

11) Backpacks should be left in the lockers.

Dress Code

We believe the school environment should be non-threatening and comfortable for all people.  School should be a place where students learn to dress appropriately for their own future success.  To that end the following guidelines will be enforced:

· Headgear (toques, baseball caps, bandanas, etc.) is not to be worn inside.  

· Similarly, no outside coats, jackets, heavy sweaters, or quilted vests are to be worn in the building.

· Pants should not be worn below the hips (undergarments should not be shown).  Pant legs may not be rolled up or tucked into socks.  

· Skirts and shorts must be the appropriate length (the same length as the arms fully extended) even when leggings are worn.  

· Low cut tops, tube tops, halter tops and camisoles are not permitted.  Tops must have straps with at least three fingers width. Undergarments must be covered. Midriffs must not be exposed.  

· Clothing with inappropriate messages is not allowed.  Such clothing will have to be changed or turned inside out by the student.  

· Velcro or lace-up running shoes are required to participate in gym class and Daily Physical activities.

· Any clothing that does not meet the dress code criteria will have to be changed.

All of these guidelines are designed to put the focus on a safe educational atmosphere.  Exceptions to these rules to accommodate religious practices will be made in consultation with parents and the community.

Allergies, Anaphylaxis and Medical Concerns:  

We live in a world full of potential allergens.  For anaphylactic students, allergens (for example peanuts and peanut products) can cause serious health concerns.  It is important for students to be aware of their allergies and to learn to avoid specific triggers.  It is also crucial for parents to inform the school office of any allergies or medical concerns that could endanger their child.  If parents believe it is necessary for an epipen to be available please ensure that your child carries an epipen or it is stored in the office.    Although we cannot guarantee an allergen free environment, in an effort to support all of our students we ask parents to not send peanuts or peanut products to school.
SCHOOL BELL TIMES

	
	PRIMARY/JUNIOR
	INTERMEDIATE

	Entry Bell
	8:50 am
	8:50

	Opening Exercises
	9:00 am
	9:00

	Grade 1-2 Recess
	10:20 – 10:30 am
	

	Grade 3-6 Recess
	10:30 – 10:40 am
	

	Lunch Dismissal
	11:34 am
	11:34 am

	Lunch Entry
	12:34 – 12:40
	12:34 – 12:40

	Grade 3-6 Recess
	1:50 – 2:00
	

	Grade 1-2 Recess
	2:00 – 2:10
	

	Dismissal
	3:22 pm
	3:14

	End of School Day
	3:37 pm
	3:37


Daily School Procedures:

Morning Bell Procedures
The first day of school generally falls on the first Tuesday after Labour day.  On that day, and throughout the school year the morning entry bell will sound at 8:50am.  Parents are encouraged to assure that their children arrive on time for school.  However, it should be noted that there is no teacher supervision prior to 8:35 in the morning.  In order to expedite and assure safe entry to the school, students should line up as follows in anticipation of the morning bell:

Kindergarten:  
Kindergarten students should line up by class at the Main Entrance door at the front of the school (on the St. Mark’s Rd. Side).

Primary and Junior (1 – 6):  

Students in Grades 1, 2 and 3 will line up by class outside the doors in the back play yard at the Northeast corner of the school building or outside the doors on the West side of the school (Brookside Ave.) as dictated by their classroom location.
Students in Grades 4, 5 and 6 will line up by the centre door on the north side of the school at the play yard.

Intermediate (7 – 8):  Students in Grade 7 and 8 should line up and enter at the door on the west side of the school (Brookside Ave side, doors with a ramp).
Once the bell rings, the doors will be opened and students will be allowed to proceed to their classes.  For Students in grades 4 and above, this is the appointed time to access lockers to store their bags/backpacks, etc making sure to recover any items they will need for the day including their lunches.   

Daily Lunchtime Procedures:
Because of the large number of students who need to use our lunchroom facilities, students who live close to Humbercrest, and have adult supervision at home, are encouraged to eat their lunch at home.

Following morning classes, students will be dismissed to lunch.  

Those eating lunch at school are to take their lunch and outdoor belongings and walk to their designated lunchroom.  When in the lunchroom, students are to remain seated, use quiet voices and eat their lunch.  Upon dismissal from the lunchroom, students are to place their lunch bags in their class bin and proceed directly outside.

Students who go home for lunch are to go directly home and may return to school after 12:10pm.  During inclement weather, students who go home for lunch are encouraged to return to school at 12:35pm.

Supervised Lunchrooms

For students eating lunch at Humbercrest, a supervised lunchroom will be provided between 11:34 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.  Any student eating lunch at Humbercrest must do so in their designated lunchroom. 

Lunchrooms are designated as follows:  

Grade 1 – 5  Junior lunchrooms – lower level

Grade 6 – 8  Senior lunchroom






Students are not to eat lunch in any unsupervised area, either in the school or in the school yard. At 12:00 p.m. students will be dismissed in the school yard, where they will be supervised by staff members.

Daily Dismissal Procedures:

Walking Students:
The end of day bell for our primary and junior students (grade 1 – 6) rings at 3:22 pm, and our afternoon kindergarten students’ dismissal time is 3:10 pm.  Parents or parent designates can meet their children at the appropriate exits (generally, the door through which they entered at the morning bell).  Grade 7 and 8 students are dismissed at 3:14 pm are expected to gather their belongings and exit the building promptly.

Bus Riders:

When dismissed at the end of the day, those students who ride the bus to and from school are to meet the bus supervisor in the front hall.  Students are to remain with the bus supervisor until they board the bus.

Lockers

Each grade 4 – 8 student will be assigned a locker for their personal use. Locks must be combination locks and may be purchased from the school. In order to keep lockers safe and secure, students must not share their combination numbers with anyone. The student's homeroom teacher and the Vice Principal will keep a record of the student's locker and combination for emergency use.

Lockers should be accessed only at entrance and exit times. Lockers should be kept neat and tidy. Periodic locker checks will be made throughout the year.

The school is not responsible for any items stored in the lockers. Money and other valuables should not be brought to school.

Attendance/Absence/Illness/Inclement Weather:
Absence:

When students are going to be absent from school, parents should call the ''Safe Arrival Line'' at 416-394-2374, between 4:30 pm. and 9:00 am. The main office can be contacted during regular office hours. If students are absent, and the school has not been notified by parent(s), we will contact parents to verify the student's absence.

When students return to school, they should have a note from their parent(s) to explain the length of, and reason for, the absence. This note should be given to the student's homeroom teacher.

Lateness:

If students arrive after the late bell, they must report to the office for an admit slip. For Grades 7 and 8 students, after repeated lateness, a detention will be served after school.  Late entry to school should be made through the main doors at the front of the school as all doors will be locked while the school day is in progress.

Leaving School Early:

If a student has an appointment, or needs to leave school early for any other reason, a note must be presented by parents/guardian to the main office, and students need to sign out.

School Bus:

Students who arrive by school bus are expected to leave by bus. If there is a change in plan, please inform the school by phone or by note to the office.

Severe weather:

On rare occasions, severe weather conditions may require TDSB to cancel transportation or even close schools. Tune in to your local radio and televisions stations beginning at 6:30 a.m. for the latest information, or visit www.tdsb.on.ca.  

In the event of severe or rapidly deteriorating weather conditions, please keep children at home if possible.  It is also important to provide the school with an emergency telephone number and be prepared to pick your child up if required.  If weather conditions become extreme after students are in school, a decision to close schools will be made by 11:00 a.m. and broadcast by noon.  In this case, elementary students will remain supervised, in the school, until they are picked up by a parent or parent designate.  If there is no announcement about school closing by 12:00 noon, schools will remain open for the day.

SENIOR DIVISION INFORMATION

Homework 

It is anticipated that each student will receive, on average, one hour of homework per evening.
Homework is intended to promote and reinforce study skills, organizational skills, note taking skills, time management skills and self-discipline.

Homework may include:

· Assigned homework

· Incomplete work

· Long term assignments

· Review of notes and relevant textbook selections

· Practise skills in subjects such as music

· Recreational reading

General dismissal is 3:14 p.m., however, from 3:15 p.m. to 3:45 p.m. students who need assistance or need to finish assignments may be required to remain in class.
Student Organizer/Planner

Each student is responsible for clarifying all assignments with the teacher and writing them in his/her organizer.  It is expected that students have their organizer with them for every class.  The student organizer acts as a vehicle for home and school communications.  Parents are requested to review the student organizer on a regular basis.

Naturally, there will be times when legitimate circumstances prevent a student from completing his or her work.  In such cases, the parent should provide a note.
Physical Education Classes

For students in Grades 7 and 8, for health, safety and cleanliness reasons, students participating in the Physical Education classes are expected to wear appropriate clothing, clothing that is not worn in the rest of their classes, and provides freedom of movement.  This would require students to bring to the Physical Education classes a T-shirt, a pair of shorts and appropriate shoes.  For all students, the use of hard-soled shoes, stocking or bare feet, or shoes that will mark the gym floor, are unacceptable.

To assist you in providing suitable clothing in physical education, we have arranged with a supplier to provide us with appropriate T-shirts and shorts, that have been specifically designed for Humbercrest Public School.  This set is available though your Physical Education teacher at a cost of $25.00.

Lunch Hour Procedures – Senior Students

Students in Grades 7 and 8 may leave the school grounds during the lunch hour provided a consent form is signed and returned.  However, that privilege will be withdrawn:

· should the student not be acting responsibly in our community.

· for students who are consistently late returning to school.

· for students whose parent(s) have requested, in writing, that their child(ren) not leave school property.
