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 Joseph Howe Senior Public School

20 Winter Gardens Trail,

Scarborough, Ontario M1C 3E7

(416)  396-6405
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Mr. David Milgram, Principal

Ms. Janna Solman, Vice Principal
http://schoolweb.tdsb.on.ca/josephhowe

MARCH 2013
Mar. 8

Last Day Of School Before March Break

Mar. 11 – 15
March Break
Mar. 18

First Day Back After March Break
Mar. 25

Kindness Club Submissions Due

Mar. 29-Apr. 1
Easter Long Weekend

Apr. 19

Pizza Lunch Fundraiser

Apr. 19

Cafeteria Food Service Closed
Apr. 22

Parent Council Meeting – Library 6:45 p.m
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ALLERGY ALERT

Prevention is the best approach.  Therefore, for the safety of our students, we ask your cooperation in not sending any snacks or lunches containing peanuts or nut products and to refrain from bringing aerosol products to Joseph Howe.  
PRINCIPALLY SPEAKING
[image: image3.wmf]DROP-IN AT THE GYM EVENINGS

Our drop-in at the gym evenings started February 11.   The gym will be supervised by 
Mr. Milgram on Monday and Thursday evenings at 6:00 p.m. for Joseph Howe students wishing to have some fun, socialize, and play a variety of sports.  Please enter by the parking lot doors.  Students are to listen to the announcements carefully as there will be some evenings when the program is cancelled due to meetings.
HOMEWORK ROOM

Help is available for all students from 8:20 a.m. to 8:45 a.m. in in Mr. Short’s portable 2.  In addition to our early morning Homework Room, Ms. Gillard and Ms. Downey will have the library open every day after school until 4:00 p.m. unless there is a staff meeting.  It is a good place to get homework completed, finish projects, or work in groups.

Be sure to take advantage of this wonderful opportunity!  Please encourage your child not to wait until the “last minute” to complete assignments.  Students should be doing some form of school work each night.  The suggested time allotment for grade 7 students is 70 minutes and for grade 8 students it is 80 minutes.
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English teachers have shared a very special opportunity, again this year, for our student to be involved with a “Writing/Poster” competition that is sponsored by the Beatrice Watson-Acheson Foundation.  Students have the opportunity to write an essay or poem or create a poster with the appropriate theme shared with them by their English teacher.  
Successful students could win anywhere from $50.00 to $300.00.  Joseph Howe has, in the past, been very successful in this endeavour.
All entries must have the student’s name, class, and age on it and must be handed into Mr. Milgram no later than Monday, March 25.

GRADE 8 YEAR END TRIP

There can be no promises made at this time; however, it is still my hope that I can organize a year end trip for our grade eight students.  Last year 90 to 100 students enjoyed this trip.  It is with this in mind that I will inform you that in the past we have allowed the parents to make their payment(s) in either one or two installments.  With the short timelines (if we do have the trip) I will be asking for a single payment (by mid May) of approximately $350.00 for the four-day three-night trip.  This cost also includes the luxury coach buses.

Part of the process includes having an information night, at Joseph Howe, with staff from Camp Olympia as well as a slide show presentation.  I can tell you that the feedback I have received from the students and staff who attended last year was all positive.

All I can say at this point is “stay tuned”.

D. Milgram, Principal
PARENT COUNCIL NEWS

The Council meets from 6:45 p.m. to approximately 8:00 p.m. in the school library on the second floor.  The remaining meetings are scheduled for:
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April 22, and May 27

POPCORN FRIDAYS

The Parent Council will be selling freshly popped popcorn on Fridays at lunch time for $1.00.
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 April 19, May 17, and June 21
The monthly pizza lunch program is a fundraiser for Joseph Howe, organized by parent volunteers.  All funds raised go towards student activities in this current school year, as designated by the parent council.  
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“It’s not your APTITUDE, but your ATTITUDE, that determines your ALTITUDE.”  Anonymous

Attitude is considered to be your state of mind when you approach situations (ex. Do you see a glass half-full or half-empty?)   It is said that attitude is so important because it affects:

· How you look, what you say, and what you do

· How you feel both physically and mentally

· How successful you are in achieving your goals

The quality of your life depends on your attitude towards yourself and others. Those who are positive towards themselves show some of these qualities:

· Willingness to learn

· Do the best they can on the job

· Demonstrate enthusiasm

· Willingness to grow

· Welcome change

·  A sense of humour 

Those who show a positive attitude can be spotted because they:

· Show a sincere interest in others

· Try and see another person’s point of view

· Have good listening skills 

· Work co-operatively with others to achieve common goals

Here are some easy ways to adopt or develop a positive attitude:

· Be dependable

· Show pride in your work

· Respect the rights of others 

· Show consideration for others and help them when you can

· Gain as much knowledge as you can from books, people, and experiences

· Show enthusiasm because it makes the work more meaningful

· Act for what you believe is right! 

A positive attitude makes everyday living better……..

· Life is more meaningful!

· Problems and challenges seem easier to handle!

· Goals are more attainable!

· Mistakes seem less disastrous!  Besides, we learn from them!

Ms. S. MacInnis, Guidance Resource, School Services
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In order to keep the number of flu cases at a minimum, we request that parents and guardians keep sick children home from school if they have the flu.  Please keep your child home for an additional 24 hours after they are no longer exhibiting any signs of the flu to ensure that they are really over it and no longer infectious.

Please communicate with your child’s teacher via e-mail through the Joseph Howe website to co-ordinate homework and assignments and to reschedule missed tests.
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LOST AND FOUND

· Several pairs of eye glasses
· Various bits of jewellery

· House keys

· Five pencil cases

· One scientific calculator

· One umbrella

If you have lost something you may come to the office to see if we have it but you must be able to describe the item you have lost to claim it.  If you have lost a larger item or clothing please check the yellow bin by the gym doors.  All textbooks, agenda, binders, etc., are returned to homeroom teachers if they have a name on the item.
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TRENT UNIVERSITY

FORENSIC SCIENCE CAMP

Forensic Science Camp at Trent University is for campers ages 13 to 17 with a keen interest in science.

Forensic Science Camp aims to stimulate an interest in the sciences by combining the excitement of crime scene investigation and DNA forensics with the unique education opportunity to learn from practicing experts.  Campers will hear first-hand from practitioners in fields such as bloodstain pattern analysis, forensic entomology, osteology/anthropology, wildlife genetics, DNA forensics, as well as participate in fun educational, hands-on activities.

They offer full and partial bursaries to students that express financial need, as well as academic excellence.  For more information go to their website forensiccamp.nrdpfc.ca
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Camp Kearney is a residential summer camp set at the scenic Scarborough Outdoor Education School, north of Huntsville and is owned and operated by the Toronto District School Board.   Engaging programs accommodate campers in grades 3 through 12. All of the programs incorporate a balance of environmental ethics, wilderness experience and fun!! Camp Kearney is not only a great place to be in the summer but it can also be a life changing experience. 

Some of the great in camp activities include:  canoeing, kayaking, arts and crafts, high/low ropes, swimming, archery, hiking, and camping!  The canoe and backpacking programs teach the campers how to pack, plan and develop skills to be trippers for life. The Camp Kearney programs run for 10, 12, 21 and 23 days.
For registration and program dates please visit their website:   http://toes.tdsb.on.ca/residential/soes (Click Summer Camp)

How to contact Kearney:

Email: summer@vianet.on.ca
Phone:  (705) 636-5384

