MATH ON THE GO!

Grades K-3

1) Counting: The first game you can play with your child is the counting game. Give them a car color to look out for. Each time they see it, they need to count aloud. So, let’s say 3 green cars drive by, they need to count “1, 2, 3” aloud. Now, give them another car color, let’s say it’s silver. Now they need to count the silver cars until you have them stop. Once they have their number they either need to add, subtract, or multiply the two numbers together. This helps them not only with their numbers but their colors!

Grades K-3

2) Guess my number: Play the guess my number game with your child. First, think of a number, we’ll use 98 for example. Now, say it’s less than a hundred but more than 50. Once they say a number, let’s say they said 66. Say it’s more than 66. Now, let them guess again. If they said 75 this time, now say it’s 75 plus 23. What’s the number?

Grades K-3

3) Sign Arithmetic: Every time you see a sign with numbers, for example a speed limit sign, have them either add, subtract or multiply the numbers together.

Grades 3-5

4) Gas Prices Rounding: It’s almost a guarantee that while we’re driving we will run into some type of gas station. When you do, have your children round the prices to the nearest number of your choice. For example, you drive by and it’s $1.23 per LITRE, they would round down to either $1.20, or $1.00.

Grades K-6

5) License Plates: Be the first one to add up the digits in the license plate for any car ahead of you or any car that passes you.

* Try making the largest number from a license plate by rearranging the order.          * Have children tell you which numbers in the license plate are odd and even or which ones are prime.

* Multiply the first two numbers in the license plate or the last two numbers.           * Skip count with the first number (or last). For instance, if the first number in a license plate is 4, see how far you can count by 4's - 4, 8, 12, 16, 20 etc.

Grades K-3

6) Prediction on the Road: Estimation and prediction are essential skills in math. Have children try to predict what the most popular color of car will be during the first 20 minutes of your road trip. Have them count and compare their answers. Have children predict how many trucks they will see. Tell them how many kilometres your trip is and have them predict the time, you'll need to use speed limits to assist. Ask them to predict how long the light stays a certain color. Predict how many gas stations you'll pass, predict what the cost of the gas will be.

Grades 2-6

7) Brainstorming: Brainstorming helps assist the problem solving process and is also a skill that will assist children throughout their academic and working careers. Each time you see a speed limit, brainstorm all the possibilities that the number can be reached. For example, if the speed limit sign is 60, state all the ways that 60 can be reached: 6 x 10, 40 + 20, 100 - 40, 120 divided by 2. Make sure you remind your children to use all four operations (add, subtract, multiply and divide). Each time you see a car that's a certain color, brainstorm all the items that are that color. For example, yellow: banana, lemon, sun, dandelion, bee etc. An extension of this activity is to brainstorm all the words that you can think of that begin with the same letter as the color of the car. With yellow, they need to think of every word they can that begins with the letter 'y'.

Grades K-3

8) Data Management/Statistics: Data and statistics occurs early in school these days, as early as kindergarten. Teaching tally charts is necessary for this in the car activity. Keep a tally of the color of trucks and cars and the colors they are. Make a chart and put a tally mark under each color, use c for car and t for truck. At the end of the trip, analyze your data using questions like: What's the most popular color for trucks? cars? Why might that be? What is the least color seen? What seems to be the second favorite color? Activities like these are similar to the classroom activities and help to strengthen skills in data management and analysis.

Grades 3-6

9) Facts: There are 12 months in the year, each time you get in the car, take the first 5 minutes to review the facts based on that particular month. If it's July, that's the 7th month. Have your children skip count by sevens and do some quick drill on the 7 times tables. When the month changes, so does the math fact.

