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Grade 6 Biodiversity
Pond Study Activity 
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Background:  Ponds are made up of a lot more than just water.  They have a large diversity of living things in them (under the water), on them (on top of the water or in the air), and beside them (along the shore). On your visit to Mono Cliffs Outdoor Education Centre (M.C.O.E.C.) you were able to participate in a pond study where, hopefully, you found some living organisms that live in our ponds.  

Purpose:  The purpose of this activity is to examine in further detail the diversity of living things in the ponds by looking more closely at some of the animals that you may or may not have found during your pond study.

Activity – Postcard Design:  For this activity, you will be researching one of the common pond organisms that is often found at M.C.O.E.C. and then creating a postcard of your organism to display for your class to see.  Each postcard must include the following:

The front of the postcard:

· A picture of your assigned species (either hand-drawn or computer-printed)

· The name of the assigned species 

The back of the postcard:

· State whether the organism is a vertebrate or invertebrate

· Name the class or phylum of the organism with one characteristic of the class or phylum (e.g. Class mammalia, characteristics include: homeothermic, 4-chambered heart, nourish young with milk from mother)

· Describe where this organism lives in relationship to the pond (e.g. on the surface of the pond or in the mud at the bottom of the pond, on the land surrounding the pond)

· Describe what this organism eats

· Describe how the organism moves

· Describe how the organism breathes

· Give the size of the organism

· Give at least one other interesting fact about the organism

Your postcard is due:_______________________

