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November was a productive month at St. Andrews P.S. Canadian Soldiers & Indigenous veterans would be proud of the ceremony honouring our heroes.  Special thanks to Mrs. Silver for her leadership and organization and to Mr. Withrow for his audio-visual expertise. Special thanks to our guests Mr. Doug Clark who piped music of remembrance as everyone entered the auditorium and during the service. Special thanks to Master Corporal Ian Cameron- 32nd Combat Engineer Regiment, Canadian Armed Forces for his attendance, military representation and participation during the service.  Many thanks to the staff and students for their contributions to our solemn and special Remembrance Day assembly with artwork and showcase displays, poem recitations, and special presentations.  We will not forget the service of Canadians past or present. We thank our veterans for our freedom.
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It was wonderful to see so many parents and families at school for Parent-Teacher-Student Interviews this month. All parents are reminded that conversations, discussions and questions about your child/ren are welcome by the teaching staff at St. Andrews. In order to prepare time to meet with you and share updates and concerns, please do not visit the classrooms directly at any time to speak with the teacher. The teacher cannot attend to you promptly and properly when she/he is teaching or dismissing students. Please call the school office at (416) 396-6545 to arrange a mutually convenient time for a discussion. Thank you. 

Many thanks to our staff leaders for extra-curricular activities for our students. 
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Ms. Brown and Ms. Hendershot coached the boys’ volleyball team, including advances to semi-finals in a Volleyball tournament. Mr. Bartlett and Mr. Gregg concluded the Flag Football season this month.  Mrs. Humphries leads and conducts the Primary and Junior/Intermediate Choirs for their December performances. Mr. Volpe and the York University Teacher Candidates provide a Jr. Math Club in the library during lunchtimes on Mon. and Tues. Mrs. Silver works with our parent volunteer Mrs. K. to provide a well-being group in the Music room on Mon. at lunch. Mr. Withrow and his student helpers hosted the Scholastic Book Fair this month, providing great opportunities for reading and gift shopping.  Mr. Volpe organized and led this month’s Popcorn Day fundraiser.  Our staff are very busy inside and outside the classrooms with teaching, learning, and leading additional opportunities for students to have leadership, and participation in a wide variety of activities. 


Thank you staff!
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Mr. Volpe is thanked for his leadership and organization of the annual St. Andrews Read-A-Thon.  Many thanks to the students for their extra reading and to parents and families for supporting this school fundraising initiative!  Ms. Awara, the WE Club and the students and families are thanked as many boxes of food items continue to be collected and donated to the local food bank. Thank you students and families!  Ms. Awara, parent volunteer Mrs. A., and student bakers baked nut-free treats and goodies at school to sell to support the Student Council. Thank you to Gr. 7 & 8 parents for providing baked goods!  Thank you to Mrs. Cameron for her leadership with the sale of donated Hallowe’en costumes for our students. Brand new costumes were sold to raise funds for the Pikangikum Water Project to provide clean water for an Indigenous Reserve.  A total of $551.80 was raised. Well done St. Andrews families!  The band from David and Mary Thomson CI is thanked for their band performance at St. Andrews this month. We look forward to hosting them at other times. 
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Our School Council has been very busy meeting, planning and leading special events. A highlight at the beginning of November was the first Boo Fest event!  An exciting evening of activities, photo booth and treats were enjoyed by all, with proceeds to the School Council fundraising initiative. Many thanks to our School Council parents and volunteers!!  Thank you to our gr. 7 & 8 students for their leadership assistance!  We appreciate monthly Pizza Lunches and the special activities planned by the School Council and the support of many school volunteers in the classrooms, on excursions, assisting with special events, and in the lunchroom.

Please do NOT enter the parking lot at any time to drop off or pick up students at any time!  Please do NOT block the crosswalks or neighbour’s driveways on Brimorton Dr. or Packard Blvd!  When entering the school, Door 1, the front door, with the doorbell is the access door for parents and visitors to the school. Door 5 is only for use by the gr. 4/5 classes. Many thanks for your cooperation with these reminders. 

Lunchroom reminder:  Please do not bring glass containers to school for lunch!  Please do NOT send any food items containing nuts, traces of nuts, or may contain nuts!!!  If an adult is at home during the lunch time, it is expected that students go home for lunch. The lunchroom is VERY crowded, and loud, with only 3 adults to supervise hundreds of children. 

When calling the school office, parents are reminded to check voice mail messages first, so that it is clear which staff member contacted you from the school.  Often parents will call the school, without checking the messages first to hear the name of the teacher or administrator that is trying to contact the parent. The main office staff  have no way of verifying who called a parent. Thanks for checking before you return the phone call.

Parents and families are reminded to check and use the student agenda planners on a daily basis. Ask your son/daughter to show you his/her agenda at home every evening. Students should be using the agendas in class to record homework assignments, notes, reminders, etc. from the teacher/class. On some occasions, the agenda may not have a note written in it, but it is advisable for parents to check daily.  Additionally, if parents are uncertain about school work, assignments, projects, tests, etc., parents should write a note to the classroom teacher in the agenda. Phone calls to teachers are also welcome. Teachers are not able to meet with parents without appointments. They cannot take phone calls immediately, but they can return your phone call if you leave a message for them.  Clear and regular communication between parents and teachers is important to benefit students and their learning at school and at home. If parents have questions/concerns, please don’t wait for formal interview times to discuss your child’s needs. Speak with the teacher regularly.  
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Winter weather has arrived. Please ensure that you check the daily 
weather reports and dress your child/ren appropriately for the weather. 
 All children go outdoors for recess and lunch times. Please label your child’s coat, snow pants, boots, hat, mittens, and scarf with his/her names in case these items get lost.  Extra socks, mittens, 
or other items of clothing are practical additions to your child’s backpack during the winter season.  Your child can change into warm, dry clothing if he/she becomes wet.

All students are reminded that outdoor soccer & footballs must be played with on the field. Tennis balls, basketballs and other soft balls are acceptable on the pavement. Parents and caregivers who walk their children to and from school are reminded to be mindful of ball playing areas on the pavement for children. We encourage and promote fresh air and healthy outdoor play every day!  Outdoor play must be safe and respectful!!  Please speak to your child about keeping his/her hands to himself/herself.  Aggressive play is rough and it causes injuries and insults to other children. There is no need to play games that involve grabbing, pushing, shoving, or hitting. Likewise, snowball throwing is not permitted, as it is not safe. Do not throw snow!!  Parents are reminded to read and review the student agendas to encourage respectful and positive behaviours at school
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Winter preparations also require plans for additional time. Trends in the office indicate that there are increasing numbers of students arriving late to school on a regular basis!  It will always take additional time for families to navigate apartment building elevators.  Winter weather dictates additional time for outdoor dressing, walking through snow and ice and driving slowly and carefully.  Please plan ahead to have your child/ren arrive at school by 8:40 a.m. and 12:25 p.m. at entry bell times to enter the school in their class line-ups. Prompt arrival and regular attendance are critical keys to your child’s academic success at school.  If your child will be absent from school, kindly telephone the office to leave a message for the staff about the reason for the absence. Students who are establishing patterns of lateness will be sent home with parent letters to improve punctuality. Likewise, the TDSB Synervoice automated telephone system will contact parents in the case of student lateness or absences. Parents must listen to the entire message and press the correct button to stop the automated system from calling them. School Office staff cannot stop the TDSB Synervoice call-outs to parents. 

This winter, TDSB snow plowing procedures indicate that plowing will not take place in the school yard.  All students, staff, parents, and community members are asked to use care and caution when walking on the paved school yard at the back of the building.  Proper winter boots are essential for everyone outdoors at St. Andrews. Attention to icy surfaces is necessary to avoid slips and falls. Please be careful on the paved areas!  Thank you. 

Ms. K. Rainford

Principal








