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Kindergarten News                                 January 2011

	Welcome and Congratulations!

Welcome back to the Kindergarten Classroom. Congratulations to all the students who worked diligently in the Kindergarten Room. You should be very pleased with your hard work. I commend your efforts in reading, writing and math and I look forward to more exciting times this term.  

Weather and Winter Clothes

As the weather continues to get colder, please ensure your child is dressed in appropriate winter clothing.  In addition, please continue to practice taking their winter clothes off and on as this will reduce the time spent on this essential activity.  

Classroom Rules

· Be kind to others

· Raise your hand to speak

· Listen while others are talking

· Keep your hands, feet and objects to yourself

· Respect others

· Always do your best
* Please regularly review the importance of following these rules with your child. 
	Curriculum Expectations

In January, we will incorporate the following expectations into our January unit:

Math: Measurement (Attributes, Units, and Measurement Sense; Measurement  Relationships) 

Compare and order two or more objects according to an appropriate measure (e.g., length, mass, area, temperature, capacity), and use measurement terms (e.g., hot/cold for temperature, small/medium/large for capacity, longer/ shorter or thicker/thinner for length) 

Investigate the use of different measurement tools for measuring different things (e.g., a balance for measuring mass, a tape measure for measuring length, a sandglass for measuring time)     

Demonstrate, through investigation, a beginning understanding of the use of non-standard units of the same size (e.g., straws, paper clips)

Language: Writing 

Demonstrate an awareness that writing can convey ideas or messages (e.g., contribute ideas to modelled, shared, or interactive writing experiences; ask the teacher to write out new words for them; ask questions about the meaning of something in print)

Write simple messages (e.g., a grocery list on unlined paper; labels for a block or sand construction at the block or sand centre)   


	Reflections

We read many stories about Hanukah, Christmas and Kwanzaa. We also considered the author Jan Brett and read some of her winter books titled “The Mitten,” “The Gingerbread Baby,” and “The Three Snow Bears.” The students really enjoyed her stories! If you would like more information on Jan Brett and her books, please visit this website: http:www.janbrett.com/.

In early December, we were lucky to have Magician Ben spend a day with us and show us some exciting magic tricks. Students enjoyed this event.

We also welcomed James, the Dairy Farmer from the Dairy Farmers of Ontario in the classroom. He talked to us about the different food groups and used the smart board to demonstrate  many interactive food games.  

We continue to appreciate the work of  Ms. Renata Zorawska, our music teacher from ORFF Canada, a national organization of over 1000 music educators, dedicated to teaching an exciting approach to music education.  Students sang and danced to the music of many songs created to encourage movement and song. The teaching focus: form and dynamics, tone matching and conducting. 

Thank you to Ms. Sharon Vanderlinde for arranging an exciting day of ballet with the National Ballet of Ontario. Students thoroughly enjoyed moving to classical and contemporary selections. Thank you Sharon!
	Reading: use illustration to support comprehension of texts that are read by and with the teacher (e.g., use the information in the pictures on a storybook as they tell the story; use pictures to support predictions and to confirm the meaning of a word) 

Use prior knowledge to make connections (e.g., to new experiences, to other books, to events in the world) to help them understand a diverse range of materials read by and with the teacher
Science: demonstrate an awareness of local natural habitats through exploration and observation (e.g., communicate their findings about how a  particular environment is used and what lives there; compare similarities and differences between such environments as the school yard and a park) 

Visual Arts : explore different elements of design (e.g., colour, line, shape, texture, form) in visual arts (e.g., create different kinds of lines with finger-paint; explore colour mixing)

BORROW A BOOK - HOMEWORK 

Please continue to encourage students to read for at least 5 minutes each night. Reading Consistently at night will help support the learning program in the classroom. 

I will be distributing monthly homework folders to students in the SK program. If your child is in the JK program and you are interested in receiving a homework package, please let me now. 

Important Dates:

January 11th: The Waterfront School K-3 Literacy Night. This event will be held in the lunchroom at 6 to 7 p.m. 

January 17th: Martin Luther King Jr. Day

January 21st : No school today! PA Day!

January 26th: Harbourfront Community Center  K-1 Literacy Night!

 



