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from the principal

FRIDAY APRIL 6 - 
STEP DAY (NO PIZZA)

MONDAY APRIL 2 -  
EASTER MONDAY - NO SCHOOL Our next STEP day takes place Friday April 6th 

at 10:30 am. Room 206, one of our Grade One 
classes, led by Ms. Sau, will be presenting and 
focussing on our April theme of Co-operation. We 
will recognize those students who demonstrated 
Honesty during the month of March at this assembly. 
The Spirit Day will be Pyjama Day. Parents/
Guardians are always welcome to join in on the fun 
and attend our assembly as well.  

Due to the fact that this STEP Day falls during 
Passover, Pizza Lunch will take place on Tuesday 
April 10th rather than on the April 6th STEP day. 
During the month of March, our focus was on 
Honesty. Over the past month, staff discussed this 
theme in the classroom, and students shared quotes 
over the announcements that were reflective. 
Character development at Whitney P.S. is about 
helping our students learn and practice positive 
character attributes which will help them not only to 
do their best, but to be their best. We have been 
looking out for student actions and language that 
demonstrated fairness both inside and outside the 
classroom. We are also setting goals to take a STEP 
to developing and maintaining a growth mindset as 
well as working to improve ourselves. 

TUESDAY APRIL 10 - 
PIZZA LUNCH!

STEP Day April 6 (Room 206) (No Pizza)

WEDNESDAY APRIL 4 -  
WALK TO SCHOOL DAY

WEDNESDAY APRIL 11 -  
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PINK

Main Event Ticket Sales 
Update

The pre-sale ticket event was a big success!  Over 
75% of our ticket sales goals were met— proving 
that this evening will be a fantastic opportunity for 
Whitney parents, teachers and staff to socialize while 
supporting our next year’s fundraising efforts.  

There is still plenty of room for more parents to join 
and if you haven’t purchased your ticket yet, please 
visit:
h"ps://tdsb.schoolcashonline.com/Home/SignIn

https://tdsb.schoolcashonline.com/Home/SignIn


International Day of Pink (April 11)
April 11th marks International Day of Pink, a day of action where staff and students 
across the TDSB, and indeed all over the country, wear pink in support of diversity and 
to raise awareness to stop discrimination, gender-based bullying, homophobia, and 
transphobia. More than just a symbolic single-day event, the Day of Pink is also a 
commitment to be open-minded, accept differences and respect each other all 
year long.

Every year, TDSB schools mark this day with various events and activities celebrating 
diversity and acceptance. We encourage you to continue this powerful TDSB 
tradition in all the creative, wonderful ways we’ve come to know. If your school is 
active on twitter, please let others know how you are celebrating, using the 
hashtag #TDSBpink. As usual, the TDSB will be tweeting all day long and 
highlighting some of your work. Our web site will also be awash in pink.

This year, the highlighted central TDSB event is “Pink at the Rink,” taking place 
at East York Memorial Arena and featuring Olympic skater and 2018 Gold and 
Bronze medalist, Eric Radford. Eric will be speaking to students from a number 
of area schools and joining them on the rink for a skate. Canadian Paralympian 
Marissa Papaconstantinou will also be on the ice and will address students as 
well.

Whatever you will be doing on April 11th, enjoy the day and “think pink!”

Island School

Our Grade 5 students will be going to the Island School on the Toronto Islands on April 11, 
12, 13 for their annual overnight trip. This is part of the TDSB Outdoor Education Overnight 
Program. Students will be away for three days and two nights engaging in special activities 
which focus on the natural environment and how it affects them, and eco-initiatives. Students 
will have a growing understanding and appreciation for the world in which they live. Activities 
are planned which develop knowledge and skills in academic areas such as social studies,  
science, language arts, mathematics, as well as health and physical education, and the arts.

Enjoy!

Walk to School Day (April 4)
Our next Walk to School day will take place on Wednesday April 
4th in the morning. We will be outside cheering everyone into the 
school yard. Thank you to our Walk to School committee students for 
their help on these days. So walk, cycle, scooter, or skateboard!



Drop Off/ Kiss and Ride
Thank you to everyone for their support and participation in the morning 
drop off outside the school. It has been a great success so far. Thank you to 
the many Parents/Guardians who have been able to be outside with us to 
open doors and guide vehicles along to the “drop off zone.”  And thank you 
to the Grade 6 students who have been walking the younger students into 
the school yard as well.

Celebrate World Autism Awareness Day
On, April 3rd TDSB will join together with Autism Ontario to Raise the Flag in 
recognition of World Autism Awareness Day. On this day, we celebrate with over 355 
municipalities and 300 schools across Ontario as they Raise the Flag. At our three 
central offices, 5050 Yonge Street, 140 Borough Drive and 1 Civic Centre, and many 
TDSB schools, we will raise the Autism Ontario Awareness flag to promote awareness 
and understanding.At 9 a.m., 5050 Yonge, people will gather at the base of the flag pole 
to celebrate and Raise the Flag. All are welcome to join.

This campaign has a simple yet powerful way of helping students, teachers and 
communities discuss Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD).  The first Raise the Flag event 
began in April 2010 when Shari Bishop-Hume of London, Ontario thought how a 
community could bring more awareness to Autism.  With support from her family, the 
community, professionals and advocates it was developed that the flag could be raised 
on April 2nd in support of World Autism Day. 

ASD is a complex neurological disorder that has a lifelong effect on the development of 
various abilities and skills.  ASD is characterized by challenges in communication and 
social interaction, as well as unusual patterns of behaviours, interests and activities. 
ASD occurs in all racial, ethnic, and socioeconomic groups at a rate of:

·         1 in 68

·        1 in 42 boys

·         1 in 189 girls

Let’s join together to support the 3,000 TDSB students who have ASD every day, and 
help promote an increase in awareness and understanding of this disorder.



Easter
Easter (Resurrection Day) is the holiest day in the year for Christians. Easter is 
celebrated on the first Sunday following the first full moon which is on or after 
March 21st. This means it is celebrated in March or April, as early as March 
22nd or as late as April 25th. Eastern churches like the Eastern Orthodox 
Church, use the Julian calendar, and the calculation of the date is different. This 
year, Orthodox Easter takes place at the same time. Easter is celebrated in 
several ways around the world. Most of these celebrations have nothing to do 
with the Christian meaning of the holiday. Eggs are decorated and hidden for 
children to find, people wear new clothes and go to church, and children are 
given baskets filled with chocolate and candy. 

To all of our students, staff, and families celebrating Easter, we send our 
best wishes. There will be no school this coming Friday March 30th (Good 
Friday) and Monday April 2nd (Easter Monday).

Passover
Passover is the religious festival that celebrates the deliverance of Israel 
from the bondage of the Egyptians. The term is derived from the 
Hebrew pasach which means "to pass over." It is also called the "feast of 
unleavened bread" because during its celebration no leavened bread was 
to be eaten or even kept in the household. 

When the Jews were in slavery to the Egyptians, the Lord raised up Moses to be 
their deliverer. Moses told the Pharaoh about the plagues that would descend 
upon the Egyptian people if Pharaoh would not let the people go. Of course, 
Pharaoh refused, and the plagues hit Egypt with a fury. The last plague was the 
death of the firstborn of each family who lived in Egypt. Since the Jews lived in 
Egypt, they were subject to this plague the same as the Egyptians. However, 
they were provided a means of protection. If they would take the blood of a 
lamb and spread it over the doorposts of their homes, the families would be 
"passed over" and the firstborn in their homes would be spared. Passover 
begins the evening of March 30th and continues until April 7th. 

To all Whitney staff and families who are observing Passover, we hope you 
enjoy this special time with family and friends.



THE                   CONTINUES!

All 13 teams have had a chance to battle this week, showing off their incredible knowledge of the 10 
novels in this year’s competition.  The early morning and lunch time matches have been intense to 
say the least!  (It is like Whitney’s version of March Madness but with books not basketballs!)

Battle of the Books will continue on Tuesday April 3rd with three more matches at 8am:

Semi-Finals: Thunderbirds vs. Whitney Wildnerds

Consolation Matches:
The Crumble Piez  vs. The Flossers AND The Big Bois Betallion vs. Salty Backyardigans

THE FINAL BATTLE:
On Wednesday April 4th at 2:50 pm sharp in the gym the final battle will take place!  
Everyone is welcome to attend and cheer on the final two teams.

It will be a VERY exciting match.



From the Parent Council

Parents - it’s that time of year again!!

We are in need of donations for our fabulous Whitney 
Main Event silent auction which raises important funds 
for the school year.  

Specifically, we are looking for 
donations of any gift cards in any 
denomination over $25.  These cards 
can be from the LCBO, the Gap, the 
Keg, etc. and can be easily purchased at 
any Loblaws, and then dropped off in 
a well marked bin in the school office. 

Should you wish to donate a different 
item - such as an experience - we are looking for a total of 
6 for the auction.  Some experiences in the past have 
included ski passes, Blue Jays tickets, guitar lessons and 
theatre tickets.

Please contact Ros Wilson (rosmondflynn@gmail.com) or 
Ashley Rutledge (Ashley.rutledge@snapchat.com) directly if 
you wish to donate an experience!

Thanks in advance for your help - and see you on May 
10th!

mailto:rosmondflynn@gmail.com
mailto:Ashley.rutledge@snapchat.com


WITTENBERG’S WALL

Grade 6 Badminton

Congratulations to the members of the grade 6 badminton team on their 
impressive performance at their tournament.  All twelve members of the team 
battled hard throughout the day, and at the end of the day finished in a 3 way 
tie for first with a 2-1 record.  Unfortunately the tie break didn’t go in our favour, 
but both Ms. Sau and I are so proud of how our student athletes performed.  
Way to go team!

Grade 4/5 Badminton

Good luck to the members of the grade 4/5 
badminton team as they travel to Silverthorn PS 
on Wednesday April 4th to take part in a 1/2 day 
tournament.



TWO WEEKS SPORTS 
SCHEDULE

AT A GLANCE

MONDAY 
April 2

NO SCHOOL 

TUESDAY 
April 3

Grade 4/5 Badminton 
Practice  
(3:30 pm - 4:30 pm)

WEDNESDAY 
April 4

Grade 4/5 Badminton 
Tournament @ 
Silverhorn  

(9 am - 12 pm)

Girls Slo Pitch Tryout 
(3:30 pm) 

THURSDAY 
April 5

Grade 3/4 Rowing 
Club (8:00 am)

Girls Slo Pitch Tryout 
(3:30 pm)

FRIDAY 
April 6

Grade 5/6 Rowing 

Club (8:00 am)

MONDAY 
April 9

TUESDAY 
April 10

WEDNESDAY 
April 11

THURSDAY 
April 12

FRIDAY 
April 13

Grade 3 Rowing Club 
(8:00 am)

Boys Slo Pitch Tryout  
(3:30 pm - 4:30 pm)

Grade 4/5 Ultimate 
Tryout  (7:30 am)

Grade 4/5 Rowing 
Club (12:00 pm)

Boys Slo Pitch Tryout 
(3:30 pm - 4:30 pm)

Grade 6 Ultimate 
Tryout (7:30 am)

Girls Slo PItch 

(3:30 pm) 

Grade 6 Ultimate 
Tryout (7:30 am)

Grade 6 Rowing Club 
(12:00 pm)

Girls Slo PItch 

(3:30 pm)

Grade 3 - 6 Rowing 
Club (8:00 pm)


