
important dates for 
the next few weeks:

Please note this STEP DAY date 
change from November 30th to 
November 23rd.  And don’t forget 
to pack your child(ren) a water 
bottle for these Pizza Lunches!  
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WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 14 - 
- CADENCE DANCE PROLOGUE

from the principal

Chris Rzepa

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 16 - 
- PA DAY FOR PARENT TEACHER 
INTERVIEWS

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 15- 
- PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 9 - 
- REMEMBRANCE DAY ASSEMBLY

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 23 
- STEP DAY + PIZZA LUNCH

Our Remembrance Day Assembly this year will take 
place on Friday November 9th.  Beginning at 
10:30 am, students, staff, parents, and the wider 
community will join together in the gym after morning 
recess. 

We come together to remember those who 
fought and fell defending human rights and 
freedoms here at home and around the world. 
In honouring their courage and their sacrifice, 
we acknowledge the human cost of peace in 
the past and still today. Generations of 
Canadian men and women – from all parts of 
the country, from a diversity of backgrounds – 
have served at home and abroad. Here at 
Whitney, on November 9th, we will gather on 
this solemn occasion to make connections 
with global events and students’ lives by 
promoting peace in our school community. Let 
us all take a moment of silence on this day to 
show our respect for the courage and strength 
of those who served. Every year, we also 
gather on Remembrance Day to celebrate 
peace. Lest we forget.

WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 13 - 
- PROGRESS REPORTS GO HOME



Diwali, or Deepavali, is the biggest and most colourful Hindu 
festival. Diwali means "rows of lighted lamps." It is also known 
as the festival of lights.

This year, the five day festival begins November 7th. It is 
celebrated in India, Malaysia, Singapore, Mauritius, Sri Lanka, 
Myanmar and Nepal, and by Hindu communities all over the 
world. During Diwali, people offer prayers to the goddess of 
wealth, Lakshmi, seeking her blessings and a prosperous year 
ahead. People visit the homes of their friends and relatives, 
share sweets and burst crackers.

To all of our families and friends celebrating Diwali, may you be 
blessed with good fortune, wealth, prosperity, and happiness. 
Happy Diwali 2018!

Diwali



Elementary Progress Report cards will sent home with students in 
FDK to Grade 6 on Tuesday November 13th.

In Grades 1-6, this report card will record students’ general progress 
in working towards the achievement of curriculum expectations and 
their development of learning skills and work habits during the first 
weeks of the school year. There will be no grades or levels on the 
Progress Report. Students will receive either “Progressing Very Well”, 
“Progressing Well”, and/or “Progressing with Difficulty” in each 
subject area. The TDSB Kindergarten Communication of Learning: 
Initial Observations will be sent home with Kindergarten students 
and will present progress in three areas: Key Learnings, Growth in 
Learning, and Next Steps. Parent/teacher interviews will take place 
on Thursday, November 15th in the evening, on Friday, November 
16th in the morning, or at other mutually convenient times. We look 
forward to seeing parents and guardians and sharing the progress of 
our students. We are all partners in the school's success!

Prologue Show - Cadence
On November 14th, we will have an opportunity to see Cadence, 
an a cappella quartet from the Prologue for the Performing Arts 
Roster of artists. This is the first of three shows planned for this 
year. Cadence's singers amaze audiences with their ability to 
create a full range of instrumental and vocal sounds using only 
their voices. The show will begin at 12:45 pm. 
The funds to pay for this performance come from funds raised by 
you, our community. Thank you so much for all the fundraising 
efforts throughout the year. These are your fundraising dollars 
supporting arts education and providing enrichment for your 
children.

Progress Reports and Parent/
Guardian/Teacher Interviews

Daylight Savings Time Ends

Daylight Savings Time ends this 
weekend. Turn your clocks back 1 hour.



November is Indigenous Education Month
In November, we celebrate Indigenous Education Month at the 
TDSB. This month provides an opportunity to centre Indigenous 
perspectives, histories and contemporary realities across the 
curricula. In classrooms across the city, we focus on treaties, the 
legacy of residential schools, as well as the achievements and 
accomplishments of Indigenous peoples’ in Canada.
Over the course of this month, students, staff and community 
members will be recognizing a number of important days to deepen 
knowledge and learn together about our shared history and build 
stronger relationships between Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
peoples in Canada.
November 7th marks International Inuit Day--a day to recognize and 
celebrate the culture and contributions of Inuit to national and global 
society. 
Treaties Recognition Week in Ontario is November 5 - 9, 2018: 
During Treaties Recognition Week, we recognize the agreements that 
shape our province, and bring awareness to treaty rights and 
relationships between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Canadians. 

November is Hindu Heritage Month at the 
TDSB
 
In 2016, the Government of Ontario declared the month of 
November each year as Hindu Heritage Month.  Canadians of Hindu 
faith have greatly contributed to civic life in Canada for 
decades, and are a vibrant part of the growth and 
prosperity of Toronto, Ontario and Canada.  On April 18, 
2018, the TDSB Trustees voted to recognize the month 
of November as Hindu Heritage Month.
  
The theme chosen for the inaugural year is Namaste. 
 Namaste is a way of showing respect and that you are 
equal to one another. It means, the divine in me bows 
to the divine in you.  It is used with all people one 
meets, from young and old to friends and strangers. The 
bowing down of the head is a gracious form of 
extending friendship in love, respect, and humility.  



Hi Whitney Parents,

Thank you to all of the parents who drove students to and from our 
recent tournaments and to those who could make it out to cheer us on. 
Sports at Whitney would not be possible without your involvement and 
support!

Touch Football
Our Grade 5 Touch Football team entered the season against a tough Division 1 pool. 
Our boys started the day against a very strong team. After a challenging first half 
Whitney battled back to get our first big defensive stop and later marched down field for 
our first touchdown! It was a close second half but Whitney showed a ton of grit and 
heart. What we learned this year will be tremendous as our athletes look towards next 
season. 

Flag Football
Our Grade 6 Co-ed Flag Football team had a very exciting day battling 4 other schools 
in their pool. Whitney showed great defensive skills with several knockdowns, great flag 
grabs and 3 interceptions (1 was even run back for a score). On offense Whitney 
showed great poise and an exceptional passing game. All of our competing coaches 
even commented on how impressive our passing was in a league dominated by running 
plays. A strong offense kept us close in every single game, with 3 close loses being one 
play away. We ended our day on a high note playing spoiler and winning against a very 
strong Cottingham side, which was tied for 1st. Congratulations on a great first season 
for Whitney Flag Football!

Cross Country City Finals
Congratulations to Bella Kembar, who represented Whitney at the TDSB Cross-Country 
City Finals. Bella truly kept her best race for last and proved the importance of training 
and hard work. She placed 14th in the South conference finals and finished 18th in the 
city overall! She placed 9th amongst all of the South conference runners during that 
final meet. A fantastic result and a great season.

Basketball and Volleyball
Our teams have been selected and practices are well underway. 

Girls Basketball is scheduled to hold their tournament on November 27th @ Hillcrest 
Community School.

Boys Volleyball (Triple Ball) is entering their season of league play. Games will be 
played November 12th (@ Whitney) , November 19th (@ Whitney), and November 26th 
(@ Hawthorne).



TWO WEEKS SPORTS 
SCHEDULE

AT A GLANCE
MONDAY 

November 5

Girls Basketball 
Practice ((3:30 pm)

TUESDAY
November 6

Boys Volleyball 
Practice (7:45 am) 

Girls Basketball 
Practice ((3:30 pm)

WEDNESDAY 
November 7

Boys Volleyball 
Practice (7:45 am)

THURSDAY
November 8

Boys Volleyball 
Practice (7:45 am) 

Girls Basketball 
Practice ((3:30 pm)

FRIDAY 
November 9

MONDAY 
November 12

Boys Volleyball 
League Game - 
Norway @ Whitney 
(3:30 pm)

TUESDAY
November 13

Boys Volleyball 
Practice (7:45 am) 

Girls Basketball 
Practice ((3:30 pm)

WEDNESDAY 
November 14

Boys Volleyball 
Practice (7:45 am) 

THURSDAY
November 15

Boys Volleyball 
Practice (7:45 am) 

Parent/Teacher 
Interviews 

(no PM practice) 

FRIDAY 
November 16

  

 

PA DAY 

NO SCHOOL



A few fun pics from Dave Corlett's grade 4/5 class trip 
LAST week to Highland Creek!


