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In Canada, flu season tends 
to run between October and 
April. The ON government 
is encouraging Ontarians to 
avoid getting sick this flu 
season by getting their 
annual flu shot. Public 
Health is recommending 
that whenever students and 
staff experience flu-like 
symptoms, they are sent 
home and do not return to 
school until they are no longer infectious to others. 
Therefore, ill students and staff should be symptom free 
(especially from vomiting and diarrhea) for at least 48 
hours before returning to school.  
 
The primary concern is for the health and safety of all 
students and staff. However, everyone should do their 
part to stop the spread of the flu. As parents, you can 
also assist by: reminding children to wash their hands 
often especially after using the washroom and before 
and after eating; reminding children to cover their 
sneeze and cough; watching for symptoms of vomiting, 
diarrhea, dizziness, and/or high fever; informing the 
school if your child is ill; keeping your child at home 
when he/she is ill.  

school dates for   

Monday, 8am 
Choir Practice 

16 

Tuesday 
Lice Check 

17 

Friday 
PA Day 

20 

Flu season is here again.  

Tuesday 
Kindergarten Night 

31 

Monday 
After Four Programs Start 

16 

Space is limited in French and School Play, so don’t delay!  

 
Take a couple of moments to download 

and enjoy a belated holiday video 
featuring the fabulously talented and 
elfish staff of Whitney Public School! 

Wednesday and Thursday 
Police Visits 

18/9 

JK/SK Community Helpers Grade 4 Internet Safety 

Grade 1 Traffic Safety  Grade 5 Bullying 

Grade 2 Personal Safety Grade 6 Youth and the Law 

mailto:deborah.stern@tdsb.on.ca
mailto:whitneyword@gmail.com
mailto:whitneyschoolcouncil@gmail.com
mailto:allison.walker@tdsb.on.ca
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/53659092/1080p.mov
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Annual Giving Campaign 
 
Dear Whitney Families,  
 
As the Whitney School Council, one of our key 
responsibilities is to ensure the annual Council budget is 
well funded for the upcoming school year. These funds 
enhance the educational experience of all Whitney 
students. Please see the following two pages for the 
Council welcome letter from early September, which 
includes budget details.  
 
Thank you to all the families who have already generously 
donated. We have raised $22,000 towards our goal of 
$30,000 so far. 
 
Donations are gratefully received and are 100% tax 
deductible:  

 
Donate Online here 
OR 
Donate by Cheque:  
Payable to “Whitney School Council”   

 Please include your name, mailing address, 
email address (for delivery of tax receipt)  

 Please leave in bin in Main Office 
 
The total budget is $67,000, approximately $240 per 
student per year.  
 
Thank you in advance for all your support of Whitney!  
 
Whitney School Council 

    

CALLING ALL NEW KINDERGARTEN 

STUDENTS TO WHITNEY!  
 
If you have a child who will be entering Junior Kindergarten in 
September 2017 OR you are new to Whitney P.S. and just want to 
hear about our outstanding program for Senior Kindergarten, then this 
is your night! Please join us on Tuesday January 31st, 2017 to hear 
about our Junior/Senior kindergarten program for next September 
2017. 
 
If you know of a neighbor with children ready for JK in September 
2017 please pass on this information to them. Children who will be 
four years old before December 31, 2017 (born in 2013) may enter 
Junior Kindergarten next September 2017.  
 
Registration will occur between February 1st and 16th, 2017. 

http://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/whitney-school-council


Dear Parents: 

Welcome to the Whitney School Council.  You’ll be hearing from us throughout the school year.   

Who are we? 

12 parent volunteers representing all grade levels at the school (Kindergarten to Grade 6). 

We are always open to meeting parents who would like to be involved.   

What do we do? 

We are the main communication channel between parents and the administration.  You can always 
approach someone from the council with ideas, questions or concerns.  

We meet monthly and hold general meetings open to all parents four times a year.  The general 
meeting dates will be published in Whitney’s newsletter, the “Whitney Word”. 

We are responsible for the annual Council budget.  The Council’s goal is to enhance the educational 
experience of Whitney students through balanced investment across key learning categories.  There are 
two key sources of educational spending at Whitney: 

The Principal’s budget is provided by the TDSB and is designated to run the school, with strong 
focus on Numeracy & Literacy  

The Council budget is designed to enhance the Principal’s budget, particularly in Science & 
Technology and The Arts   

Funding comes from parent donations, supplemented by fun community events.   

The cost is approximately $240 per student per year.   

Please see the next page for what is being funded this year. 

Thanks to your donations, we are also proud to say that we are one of the most technologically 
advanced public schools in the TDSB!  Whitney students have access to interactive smart board 
technology, advanced projectors, computers, printers, iPads packed with educational apps and a new 
sound system for school gatherings and performances. 

THANK YOU in advance!  We look forward to another successful and collaborative year at Whitney!!! 

Meric Koksal and Ashley Rutledge 
Whitney School Council Co- Chairs 
whitneyschoolcouncil@gmail.com   

YES, I/we want to help fund educational enhancements for Whitney Students. 
 

 $100    $250    $500    Other Amount 
 

To donate online:   Visit www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/whitney-school-council 
To donate by cheque: Make cheque payable to “Whitney School Council” and return it in the enve-

lope with your other school forms.  Please include the information below. 
 
Name:   ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:   ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email (for delivery of charitable tax receipt):  _____________________________________________________ 

mailto:whitneyschoolcouncil@gmail.com
http://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/whitney-school-council




In the next few weeks, Whitney's 
sixth annual Battle of the Books will be 
introduced to the Grade 4, 5 and 6 stu-
dents (date TBD).  
 
Battle of the Books is an enrichment 
book competition for kids in grades 4-
6. Children who are interested in par-
ticipating form teams of 4 and, 
amongst their team, read 10 Silver 

Birch fiction books (see titles below).  Jeffrey Winters 
is ordering the books now. A set of these books will be 
available in each junior classroom in addition to the li-
brary, which will have 2 copies, as soon as they arrive.  
  
In the meantime, we know you may want to get started, 
so we are sharing the list here (also posted outside Jef-
frey Winters classroom).  
  
Beginning one week after March Break, teams compete 
against each other in a 'game show' format  answering 
factual questions about the books i.e. What grade was 
Harry Potter in when he arrived at Hogwarts?  The 
'battles' generally take place in the mornings before 
school at 8:00 a.m. and will run for approximately two 
weeks ending with a  final 'BATTLE' assembly between 
the top two teams. Parents, please encourage your 
Grade 4/5/6 kids to participate in this year's Battle of 
the Books.  The battles are lots of fun and the benefits 
are many: 
  
●  the momentum created by reading (up to) ten books 
encourages further reading 
●  encourages 'book talk' amongst friends - imagine! 
●  encourages deeper reading of books 
●  opportunity to have fun with friends around books! 
  
Students can start thinking about forming their teams 
now, however we will provide more details in the offi-
cial launch meeting with students, including a deadline 
for teams.  
  
Thank you, 
 

Kathy Clarke & Jeffrey Winters 

http://www.accessola.org/web/OLA/Forest_of_Reading/Awards_Nominees/Silver_Birch_Fiction_Nominees.aspx




Hello Whitney parents! 
  
We have some exciting news, Hatch Canada will be coming 
to Whitney PS this Winter to teach kids how to code! 
 
Hatch's experienced instructors teach computer programming 
using JavaScript in a fun and engaging way after-school. Stu-
dents will also be able to sign - in at home and continue de-
veloping their skills outside of class time. Hatch has built a 
proprietary educational platform that is designed around the 
principles of self-paced and mastery-based learning to en-
courage children to challenge themselves and build their own 
digital portfolio from their library of 600+ projects including 
Minecraft, Star Wars, Games, Art, Design Apps and much 
more! 
 
Still not sure coding is for you? Watch this video to see what 
Hatch does: 

http://www.hatchcanada.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xx4Al3beGWY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xx4Al3beGWY


News from the Gym 
 
After spending four fantastic months with the grade 6 students, I am back in the gym as the 
Physical Education teacher.  This is my sixth year at Whitney, and I am incredibly excited to 
meet all of Whitney’s new students, and to reconnect with all of the other students I have missed 
out on from the start of the year. 
 

Next week the gymnasium will be closed for repairs to the floor.  Phys Ed classes 
will continue, as we take our skills to the stairwells and to room 304 for some 
yoga!  All practices though will be cancelled during this time. 
 
As the cold weather continues in the city, students are encouraged to leave a pair 
of running shoes at school, so they don’t miss out on participating in class. 
 

Whitney Wildcats Hockey 
 
Following an incredible run to the conference semi finals last year, our Whitney 
Wildcat hockey team is ready to lace up their skates and score tons of goals this 
season.  There is absolutely no rest for our Whitney Wildcat hockey players, as they 
hit the ice in the first week back from vacation, to take on a mighty team from 
Rosedale PS.  Good luck to all of our athletes throughout the season! 
 

Boys Basketball (Division 2) 
 
The members of the boys basketball team have been waking up early and hitting the 
hardcourt, ready to impress the members of the Toronto Raptors this past week.  
There are no practices next week, but the team will have its first tip off on January 
23rd.  Good luck to the boys! 
 

Boys Basketball (Division 3) 
 
The members of the division 3 boys basketball team will be making a return to 
practices in the upcoming weeks, as they prepare for a fantastic day of basketball at 
Earl Beatty PS a little later in the winter. 
 

Girls Volleyball 
 
The members of the girls volleyball team have also been hitting the court early in the 
morning, getting ready for their six regular season games.  Their first battle will take 
place on Thursday January 19th, as they travel to Niagara St. Public School  Good 
luck girls!! 
 



Monday 16 — Friday 20 
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY FRIDAY 

16 

  

 

17 

 

Hockey 

Whitney vs. 

Rosedale (@ Bill 

Bolton)  

18 

 

 

19 

 

Girls Volleyball  

Game 

(3:10 departure) 

Whitney @ Niaga-

ra St  

20 

 

PA Day 

Monday 23 — Friday 27 
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY FRIDAY 

23 

  

Boys Basketball 

Practice 7:30 

 

Hockey 

Whitney vs. Ori-

ole Park (@ Forest 

Hill) 

 

Boys Basketball  

(3:20 departure) 

Whitney @ Frank-

land  

24 

 

Girls Volleyball 

Practice 7:30  

25 

 

Boys Basketball 

Practice 7:30 

26 

 

Girls Volleyball 

Practice 7:30  

 

Girls Volleyball 

(3:20 departure) 

Whitney @ Davis-

ville  

27 

 

Boys DIV 3 Bas-

ketball Practice 

7:30 


