GRADE 12 ENGLISH – READING SUGGESTIONS
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   THERE is no frigate like a book 

                                   
   To take us lands away, 
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   Nor any coursers like a page 

                                    
   Of prancing poetry.

                                      
  This traverse may the poorest take  

                                             Without oppress of toll; 

                                             How frugal is the chariot 

                                     
  That bears a human soul!

· “Life”,  Emily Dickinson

Half a Yellow Sun
Adichie, Chimamanda


Adiche illuminates a seminal moment in African history - Biafra’s struggle to establish an independent republic in southeastern Nigeria during the late 1960s.  Centering around 5 unforgettable characters this is a novel of promise, hope and the disappointment of war.  
The White Tiger
Adiga, Aravind


Halwai, a child from an improverished village in the country, tells the story of his rise to riches in New Deli and Mumbai.  But, rather than sentimentalizing poverty, or suggesting there is something ennobling about being poor, our narrator’s lesson is that poverty creates monsters, and he himself is just such a monster.
Brick Lane

Ali, Monica


Imbued with a sense of fatalism since birth, Zazneen grows up in a Bangladeshi village and is sent to London at eighteen to enter into an arranged marriage.  Married to a man old enough to be her father, she accepts her role until her own daughters help her discover the complexities of a life with free choice.

Daughter of Fortune

Allende, Isabel  


Orphaned at birth, Eliza Summers is raised by a well-intentioned Victorian spinster in Valparaiso Chile.  Eliza’s search for love takes her to the rough and tumble world of California during the time of gold fever.  In a society of single men and prostitutes, Eliza has the courage to reinvent herself and create her own destiny, as her journey becomes a quest for personal freedom.  

Portrait in Sepia

With her earliest memories erased by a brutal trauma, Aurora De Valle is raised amid great wealth in Chile by her shrewd commanding grandmother, but her nights are tormented by a nightmare set in San Francisco’s Chinatown.  When Aurora reaches womanhood she begins a search for her missing years and unwinds a twisted saga linking three generations of a powerful family to a courageous Chinese physician and Eliza Summers, the protagonist of Daughter of Fortune.  This is a tale that explores the complexity of passion, the power of memory and a woman’s emerging self.

The House of Spirits

This turbulent family saga spans seven decades and three generations in 20th Century Chile.

Of Love and Shadows


A romance between a reporter and her photographer becomes dangerous when they uncover a story of mass murder and atrocities during the military dictatorship in Chile.  

How the Garcia Girls Lost their Accents        
Alvarez, Julia  

This is a collection of interconnected short stories about four sisters who are uprooted from their home in the Dominican Republic and move to New York City in the 1960’s.  They arrive to find a life far different from the genteel existence of maids, manicures and extended family that they left behind.  

In the Time of the Butterflies


Through the art and magic of Alvarez’s imagination the Mirabel sisters – symbols of defiant hope in a country shadowed by dictatorship and despair – live again in this warm, brilliant, and heartbreaking novel.  

The Blood of Flowers

Amirrezvani, Anita

The story reveals information about the little understood modern Iranian national character and Persian culture.  The narrator, one of many possible young girls living in seventeenth-century Persia, struggles for independence and identity in a time and place where the odds are against her.   
Rule of the Bone
Banks, Russel

If you want a hard-hitting novel about teenage life on the streets, read Bank’s edgy novel about 14-year old Chapman Gibson – A.K.A. BONE. After pawning his grandmother’s coin collection and stealing a gun, Bone finds himself living with violent bikers, growing marijuana in an abandoned school bus, and running drugs in Jamaica.
The Sea (winner of the Man Booker 2005)
Banville, John

Max goes back to the seaside town where he spent his summer holidays as a child to cope with the recent loss of his wife.  What Max comes to understand about the past and its effects on him is the centre of this tale of the strange suddenness of love and death.

Middle Heart

Bao Lord, Betty


Three friends from different social backgrounds – one an aristocrat, one a poet, and one an entertainer – experience the Communist cultural revolution in China.  Through their sufferings and personal trials, we see the human side of Chinese history. 

The Elegance of the Hedgehog
Barbery, Muriel

An obese concierge, a delicate suicidal young girl, and a Japanese business man, who inhabit an upscale condominium in Paris share an intellectual common ground. 

Regeneration

Barker, Pat


It is fact that Siegfried Sassoon, noted poet and decorated war hero, publicly refused to continue serving as a British Officer in what he saw as the senseless slaughter of WW1.  The fiction begins as a brilliant psychiatrist sets about to restore Sassoon’s ‘sanity’ and send him back to the trenches. The story of the battle for man’s mind, this novel paints a vivid picture of trench warfare by examining post-traumatic stress syndrome.  


The Eye in The Door and The Ghost Road (1995 Booker Prize) continue Barker’s great trilogy of WWI.  Also, Life Class.
Hotel du Lac (1984 Booker prize)

Brookner, Anita


Written with a beautiful grave formality, this novel traces the exile of Edith Hope to a rarefied Swiss hotel.  A writer of romantic novels, she finds, amid the pampered women and minor nobility, a man who offers her an escape from a life of humiliating spinsterhood.  

Fall of Wonders
Brooks, Geraldine

With an intensely observant eye, a rigorous regard for period detail, and assured, elegant prose, this historical novel re-creates a year in the life of a remote British village decimated by the Bubonic Plague.

Possession (1991 Booker Prize)

Byatt, A. S. 

 
If you want a challenge, choose this massive and fascinating story about long forgotten literary letters, unearthed in the British Museum.  This novel works on many levels – as a comment on the Victorian era, a moving love story, a spellbinding mystery and a satire of the modern scholars.  

A Whistling Woman


This is a very challenging book set in the late 60s, the hippy period; it deals with anti-university sentiments.  There is also a subplot about a commune which involves the cult of personality or charisma.

Oscar and Lucinda (1988 Booker Prize)

Carey, Peter 


This is the story of two societal misfits who are brought together through their shared love of gambling.  The novel is hugely atmospheric, set in Victorian times in England and colonial Australia. 

True History of the Kelly Gang


Ned Kelly speaks for himself, scribbling his narrative on scraps of paper in semiliterate but descriptive prose, as he flees from the police.  To his pursuers  Kelly is nothing but a monstrous criminal, a thief and a murderer, but to his own people, the lower class of ordinary Australians, he is a hero, defying the authority of the English. 

The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier and Clay

Chabon, Michael


Set during the golden age of comic books, this novel features two young geniuses who fulfill their fantasies of liberty and power creating a superhero, “the Escapist.”  Expressing the intolerable aspects of their own lives, the world of comics and the superhero break their silence and gives humanity back to those who have lost their way. 

Wild Swans

Chang, Jung


Although nonfiction, this family chronicle resembles a popular novel that stars strong beautiful women and cameo roles for famous men.  But this novel is no romance.  It is a story, at once grim and appealing, about the survival of three generations of Chinese women through a century of disaster.  

Girl with a Pearl Earring

Chevalier, Tracy


This is the character study based on the subject of Vermeer’s paintings.  As she journeys into adulthood, Griet, a naïve young housemaid, is abused by fate, her employers and even, to a certain extent by her family.  

Incendiary
Cleave, Chris

After her son and husband are killed in a massive suicide bomb attack at a soccer stadium in London, a distraught mother writes a letter to Osama bin Laden in an emotionally raw voice alive with grief, compassion and startling humour. While security measures transform London into a virtually occupied territory and a new bomb threat sends the city into a deadly panic, our narrator is pushed to acts of unfathomable desperation – perhaps her only chance for survival.

Little Bee


Rich in character development, this utterly enthralling page-turner involves an unforgettable Nigerian illegal refugee in London, searching for the British family she believes to be her last best hope.

Disgrace (1999 Booker Prize)

Coetzee, J. M.


Humiliated, yet unwilling to apologize for an incident with a student, David Lurie retreats to his daughter’s farm in the countryside to heal.  However, the old order of South Africa is rapidly changing, and events turn violent in this journey into the heart of darkness of man.

Beach Music

Conroy, Pat


Spanning three generations and two continents, this sweeping novel confronts the horrors of the Holocaust, the trauma of Vietnam and the destruction of a family.  Jack McCall’s desire to find peace after his wife’s suicide, and to accept his dying mother, leads him to examine the secrets of the past.


Conroy’s earlier novel, The Prince of Tides with its emphasis on the Carolina lowlands, insanity and a close but dysfunctional family, deals with similar issues. 

Also The Great Santini and The Lords of Discipline. 

The Power of One

Courtenay, Bryce


Set in South Africa, this is the epic journey of Peekay, through a land of ritual superstition and modern prejudice.  He learns the power of a goal (to be the welterweight boxing champion), the power of words, the power to transform lives, as well as the mystical power that will sustain him even when it appears that villainy will take over the world. 

The Hours (1999 Pulitzer Prize)

Cunningham, Michael


This novel is the story of one day in the life of three women.  Claresse Vaughan, one New York morning, plans a party to honour a seriously ill friend; Laura Brown, in a 1950’s Los Angeles suburb begins to feel oppressed by her perfect family; in 1923 Virginia Woolf, in England, is beginning to write her great novel, Mrs. Dalloway.  
The Taxi Driver’s Daughter

Darling, Julia


When Louise Rendal is jailed for shoplifting, her husband retreats into the impersonal world of his taxi, while her eldest daughter copes by compulsively cleaning and studying. However, it is her youngest daughter Coris’ rebellion, and the destructive relationship she forms, which become the focus of the novel. As Coris is drawn to her “bad boy” boyfriend, whom she sees through a haze of lust and cigarette smoke, her family is gripped by inertia and despair.

The Solitude of Emperors

Davidar, David


Vijay is caught up in the violent riots that rip through Bombay in the 90s, a reflection of the upsurge of fundamentalism everywhere in India.  He is sent to a small tea town in the Nilgiri mountains to recover, but finds that the unrest in the rest of India has touched this peaceful spot as well, specifically a spectacular shrine called the Tower of God, which is the object of political wrangling.

Captain Corelli’s Mandolin

De Bernieres, Louis


Set in Greece, this novel traces the events of WW11 with sardonic wit and clinical horror.  When the Italians occupy the island of Cephallonia, Captain Corelli falls hopelessly in love with the Doctor’s daughter with whom he is billeted.  Although Corelli’s aim is to have a peaceful war, their romance is interrupted by unmatched savagery as events become brutal, murderous and heroic. Can love survive such violence?  Can anything or anyone survive?

Fasting, Feasting

Desai, Anita


This is the story of three children in a close-knit Indian family. Uma, the plain spinster daughter, is trapped at home.  Ariena, her younger sister brings off a “good” marriage and Arun, the disappointing son, is experiencing culture shock studying in America. 
The Inheritance of Loss (winner of the Man-Booker 2006)

Desai, Kiran
In a crumbling isolated house at the foot of Mt. Kanchenjunga in the Himalayas, Nepali insurgency interrupts the tranquil life of a retired Indian judge, his cook, his granddaughter, and her tutor.  Global in scale this majestic novel deals with hope and betrayal, belonging and estrangement, exile and homecoming, romance, globalization, economic inequality and the desire for a better life.

The Red Tent

Diamante, Anita


The traditions and turmoils of ancient womanhood, are revealed through the four wives of Jacob – Leah, Rachel, Zilpah and Bilha – and his daughter Dinah. This novel provides a new view of biblical women’s society.  

Sister of My Heart

Divakaruni, Chitra


Arranged marriages send two cousins to America and a neighbouring Indian town, seemingly dividing them forever.  However, tragedy reunites them and forces each to deal with her family’s secrets.

Also, Shadowland:  Book III of the Brotherhood of the Conch.
Ragtime

Doctorow, E.L.


This book is a portrait of the early 20th century.  It depicts historical figures (J.P. Morgan, Harry Houdini, Henry Ford) as well as fictional characters.  Issues of justice and law lead to a very interesting plot.

Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha (1993 Booker Prize)

Doyle, Roddy


Set in Ireland, this novel captures the speech patterns, incessant questions, sense of loss, violence and wonderment of 10 year old Paddy Clarke. 

Also The Commitments, The Snapper, The Van, and The Woman Who Walked into Doors, and A Star Called Henry.

The Red Queen

Drabble, Margaret

Two hundred years after being plucked from obscurity to marry the Crown Prince of Korea, the Red Queen (or her ghost) does not want her extraordinary existence to be forgotten. Dr. Barbara Halliwell, with her own complicated past, is the Red Queen’s perfect envoy.  Set in eighteenth-century Korea and the present day, The Red Queen is a novel about love, about personal and public history, and about what it means to be remembered.
                                                                      The Millstone
Rosamund Stacey finds herself pregnant after her only sexual encounter. Despite her fierce independence and brilliant academic career, Rosamund is naïve and unworldly. Finding herself alone, the choices are terrifying and life affirming 
House of Sand and Fog

Dubus, Andre


Three very different characters are drawn to the same small house in the California hills.  Colonel Behrani, once a wealthy Iranian, Kathy Nicols, a troubled young woman, and Lester Burdon, an obsessed policeman, converge in an explosive ending.
The Birth of Venus

Dunant, Sarah


Alessendra Cecchi is not quite fifteen when her father hires a young painter to decorate the family chapel in their Florentine palazzo. A child of the Renaissance, with a precocious mind and a talent for drawing, Alessendra is intoxicated by the young man’s talent.  Medici Florence is threatened by the chaotic hellfire of the monk Savonarola, while the painter and his dazzling art exert an even more powerful and exotic pull.

The Gathering (Man Booker 2007)
Enright, Anne

The nine surviving children of the Hegarty clan gather in Dublin for the wake of their wayward brother, drowned at sea.  His sister, Veronica, collects the body and keeps the dead man company, guarding the secret she shares with him.  As Enright traces the line of betrayal and redemption through three generations, she shows how memories warp and secrets fester.

Birdsong

Faulks, Sebastian


A mesmerizing story of love and war, this novel combines the wild passion of a forbidden love affair with the nightmare of trench warfare in Flanders.  Capturing the good and evil of the twentieth century both at its beginning and end, the reader is always haunted by the lonely, brooding, and enigmatic figure of the hero, Stephen Wraysford.

White Oleander

Fitch, Janet


White Oleander, a beautiful but poisonous plant, is a metaphor for motherhood.  Ingrid is a brilliant poet imprisoned for murder, and her daughter Astrid must experience a series of Los Angeles foster homes – each with its own universe, its own laws, its own dangers, its own hard lessons to be learned.  Their journey becomes a redeeming and surprising odyssey of self-discovery for them both.  

Paint it Black

In the aftermath of her lover’s suicide, Josie, a runaway, and punk rock groupie, forms a love-hate relationship with Meredith, her boyfriend’s edgily homicidal mother.  As Josie must confront her own role in her lover’s death, this indomitable young women’s pluck and growing self awareness beautifully offsets Meredith’s emptiness.
Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close
Foer, Jonathan Safron

A brilliant and endearing 9-year old child searches through NYC for the lock that fits a key left by his father, who died in the Twin Towers on September 11th.  He is helped in his quest by an eccentric cast of characters, one of whom is his own grandfather, who disappeared thirty years earlier
The Corrections

Franzen, Jonathan


You have never met as dysfunctional and eccentric a family as the Lamberts’.  As Enid tries to gather her family for one “Idyllic” Christmas, her husband struggles in the fog of Parkinson’s Disease and her three children cope with depression, adultery and embezzlement. 
Cold Mountain

Frazier, Charles


Sorely wounded and fatally disillusioned by the Civil War, Inmar, a Confederate soldier decides to walk back to his home and Ada, the woman he loved and left 3 years before.  His trek across the disintegrating South unites him with slaves, marauders, bounty hunters and witches.  Both he and Ada must learn to survive in a world where old certainties have been swept away.  

The Quarry
Galgut, Damon

On a lonely stretch of road in South Africa, a minister, on his way to a new congregation, picks up a hitchhiker. The passenger, a nameless fugitive from justice, kills the minister and assumes his clothing and identity. As the new minister and the local police chief play a tense game of cat and mouse, internationally celebrated author, Damon Galgut, gives us a spare, devastating battle for our most prized possession: freedom.

Old Filth
Gardam, Jane

Filth, a highly successful judge copes with the loneliness of old age in the apparent comfort of his English home.  However, long ago he was a ‘Raj orphan’- sent ‘Home’ from the East by an English father to an abusive foster home for an English education.  In the story, from his birth in Malaya to the extremities of his old age the author illuminates not only a complex character but many of the major events of the twentieth century.  

Brahma’s Dream

Ghatage, Shree


Set in Bombay amid the turbulence of India’s surge towards self-rule, this novel relates the story of 13 year-old Mohini, whose medical problems and special wisdom set her apart. Under Mohini’s wry gaze, a family, and a country, are alternately buoyed by hope and idealism and shaken by pain, loss, and violence.

Electricity

Glendinning, Victoria


A young Victorian woman is coming of age as England struggles with the changes of the Industrial Revolution.  Electricity refers to the newly invented (and possibly dangerous) electric lights and the passion she feels towards the men in her life.  This novel, which is filled with fascinating historical facts, captures the repressive traditions of the Victorian Era, as a feisty woman struggles for her independence. 

The Bee Season

Goldberg, Myla


In Goldberg’s impressive first novel, a family struggles to survive as a unit amidst deceit and alienation. The Bee Season revolves around the family’s young daughter, largely unnoticed, who excels at spelling bees, forcing her parents to face who they are to each other and their children.

Memoirs of a Geisha

Golden, Arthur


This beautiful, well-researched narrative tells the story of a Geisha’s life and specifically, of her career with all its rules and betrayals.  It is a world removed and imprisoned in time, but one which still is in existence to this day. 

The Seduction of Water

Goodman, Carol


When Iris Greenfeder starts retelling the magic tale her mother used to tell her, she opens a Pandora’s box containing false identities, missing jewels, manuscripts, and an old murder mystery. This intricately crafted and carefully imagined thriller plays out in a Castkills resort hotel during one busy summer.

July’s People, Burgers’ Daughter, My Son’s Story, The Pickup

Gordimer, Nadine


Gordimer, a political activist opposed to apartheid, displays her conviction in her novels about South Africa. In July’s People, the white government has been replaced by a black one. July, formerly a black servant, helps his former employer to safety during a time of chaos.  Burgers’ Daughter tells of Rose Burgers’ struggle to make sense of life after her father’s death in prison.  In My Son’s Story, Gordimer reveals how apartheid shatters individuals and families.   

Snow Falling on Cedars

Guterson, David


In 1954, on a small American west coast island, a Japanese American is charged with the murder of a local fisherman.  In the ensuing trial, memories of a love affair between an American boy and Japanese-American girl, land desired, paid for and lost, and the treatment and exile of Japanese-American residents during World War II, all become issues in determining the guilt of the accused.

A Spot of Bother

Haddon, Mark

In this portrait of a dysfunctional family, readers will smile, even laugh, as they follow the upheavals of the Hall family as it gradually spins out of control.  Convinced he is dying of cancer, George suffers silently, as his daughter plans to marry the utterly inappropriate Roy, his inattentive wife has an affair with an old colleague, and his son Jamie's perfect London existence unravels when he refuses to bring his boyfriend to the wedding.
The Reluctant Fundamentalist

Hamid, Mohsin


Changez, a young Princeton educated Pakistani is living the American dream: earning more money than he thought possible, succeeding in the New York social scene and loving with a beautiful, wealthy, but damaged woman.  When the twin towers come down on 9/11 there is a palpable change in attitude towards him as his name and face render him suspect.  Gradually his values and dreams change and the work and the money he earns are over taken by his resentment of the United States and the dangerous pull of nostalgia.
A Map of the World

Hamilton, Jane


A powerful story set in the American heartland, this novel examines loss, abuse and justice.  Just when you think a family, particularly the mother, can endure no more tragedy, things get worse.

The Book of Ruth


Profoundly damaged by tragedy, Ruth must confront her past before she can heal.  This is a dark and violent story of the most dysfunctional family you would ever want to meet.

Stones from the River

Hegi, Ursula


Living in Nazi Germany, Trudy Montag is a zwerg – a dwarf – short, undesirable, different.  She is the voice of anyone who has ever tried to fit in and must learn that being different is a secret all humans share.  The story of ordinary people living in extraordinary times, this novel weaves a profound tapestry of a small town during the horrific years of Hitler’s control.

The Sixteen Pleasures

Hellenga, Robert


This “coming-of-age” novel introduces us to Margo Harrington, a young and talented American.  She comes to Florence to help restore manuscripts damaged in the flood of the Arno River.  Here she finds passion, intrigue and rebirth.  

The Dress Lodger

Holman, Sheri


Scrawny and tough, Gustine is the heartrending protagonist of Holman’s brilliantly stark portrayal of 19th-century urban life, class warfare, cruel medicine and encroaching pestilence in the English city of Sunderland. With remarkable breadth and depth, the narrative vividly portrays the human suffering spawned by the Industrial Revolution.

Loving Frank

Horan, Nancy
Mamah Borthwick Cheney struggles to justify her clandestine love affair with Frank Lloyd Wright. In time the lovers, each married with children, embark on a course that would shock Chicago society and forever change their lives. This is a woman’s story of self discovery

  
About A Boy

Hornby, Nick 


Will is 36, and loves his child-free life in a fashionable lego-free flat with massive speakers, a mammoth record collection, hardwood floors, and an expensive rug no kid has ever thrown up on.  Marcus is 12 and knows he’s weird because his mother made him listen to Joni Mitchell instead of Nirvana, and read books instead of play on his Gameboy.  Will is cool and Marcus needs a father.  Will’s journey to self-knowledge is humourous and moving.  

High Fidelity


A perfect male confessional, this hilarious, yet sharp book examines sex and manliness, memory and pop music.  Hornby reveals that the obsessive chords of the past more often lock up than liberate our hearts.  

Long Way Down

Often moving sometimes humorous, Hornby tells the story of four misfits confronting the limits of choice, their own morality, punishing regrets and the grace of second chances.
The Kite Runner

Hosseini, Khaled


Afghanistan, as it endures monarchy, civil war and then theocracy, provides a fascinating backdrop to this powerful narrative of an Afghan in exile from his country and himself. Spanning two continents, North America and Asia, it is the story of friendship of two young boys, of loss of innocence, of betrayal and remarkable courage.
A Thousand Splendid Suns


Set in Afghanistan as it endures the Soviet invasion, chaos of the civil war, the Taliban and finally reconstruction, this novel focus on two women married to the same abusive man.  Against a backdrop of violence, oppression, civil war, Mariam and Laila learn loyalty, friendship, love and courage.

The Mark of the Angel

Huston, Nancy 


In this mesmerizing tale of love, betrayal and the ironies of history, we meet Saffie, a distant and damaged young German woman and her employer, Raphael, a privileged musician who finds her irresistible.  When Saffie meets a Hungarian instrument maker living in the Marais, Paris’s Jewish quarter, all their lies will be altered in startling and unexpected ways.  But even as she learns to reconnect and to love, the rising tide of violence from the brutal war for Algerian independence threatens to engulf them. 

A Prayer for Owen Meany

Irving, John 


This is a wonderful, funny and yet profoundly moving novel about friendship (2 boys) and the power of fate.  In many ways this is the story of Irving’s own life, but could anyone have a friend as wonderful as Owen Meany?
A Widow for One Year


Richly comic, as well as deeply disturbing, Irving’s novel deals with the passage of time and relentlessness of grief.  At the centre of this multilayered love story stands a family marked by the untimely death of two sons.
The Fourth Hand


When Patrick Wallingford has his hand eaten by a lion on national TV, he earns a celebrity status and becomes an anchorman on the all news network (perhaps C.N.N?).  At times brilliantly comic and emotionally moving, Irving offers a look at the power of second chances and the will to change.

The Remains of the Day (1989 Booker prize)

Ishiguro, Kazuo

An English butler borrows his rich employer’s car and sets out on a road trip. Reminiscing upon a life of years of service, Stevens recognizes that perhaps he has sacrificed too much for obedience and dignity.

When We Were Orphans


Haunted by the unsolved disappearance of his parents, detective Christopher Banks returns to his home in Shanghai twenty years later, as the world lurches towards war.  But Banks must learn that childhood memories are not entirely accurate and the truth is often complicated and painful.  
Never Let Me Go


The students at Hailsham school are special, but only by rumour, and overheard remarks, do they discover their unconventional origins and strange destiny.  A novel about science and medicine, Ishiguro questions state central control and free choice.

Heat and Dust

Jhabvala, Ruth 


Set in colonial India in 1923, this novel tells the story of Olivia, a beautiful English woman suffocated by social constraints and by her troubled marriage to a prominent civil servant.  Drawn under the spell of Nawab, a minor Indian prince, Olivia spends her days in his palace until she must make a difficult choice which would outrage her community.  

Waiting

Jin, Ha


Jin’s quiet but absorbing novel captures the poignant dilemma of an ordinary man who misses the best opportunities in his life simply by trying to do his duty as defined first by his traditional Chinese parents and later by the Communist Party.

War Trash


In 1951, Yu Yuan, a scholarly self-effacing clerical officer in Mao’s volunteer army is taken prisoner in Korea and begins acting as an intermediary between his compatriots and their American captors, Yu ushers us into the secret world behind the barbed wire, a world in which compassion alternates with blinding cruelty and one has infinitely more to fear from one’s fellow prisoners than from the guards.

Mister Pip

Jones, Lloyd


On a tropical island shattered by war, all the teachers have fled except one white man, who sweeps out the ruined schoolhouse and begins to read to the children from Charles Dickens’ classic Great Expectations. While artillery echoes in the mountains, the children are riveted by the adventures of a young orphan named Pip in a city called London and even the village adults come and begin to share tales of their own that bring alive the rich mythology of their past. But in a ravaged place where even children are forced to live by their wits and daily survival is the only objective, is imagination a dangerous thing?
Girl, Interrupted

Kaysen, Susanna 


In 1967, Susanna is sent to the famous McLean Hospital where she will spend the next 2 years in the psychiatric ward for teenage girls.  Known for its progressive methods of treating those who can afford its sanctuary, this hospital is portrayed with horror and brilliance in this razor-edged memoir.  

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest

Kesey, Ken 


This counter culture novel deals with life on one ward of an insane asylum and the power struggle between Big Nurse and a rebel patient, McMurphy.  Told by an inmate in the asylum, we are left wondering how does an individual remain sane when the world he inhabits is mad. 

The Secret Life of Bees

Kidd, Sue


This is the story of Lily Owen whose life has been shaped around the blurred memory of the afternoon her mother was killed.  When Lily’s black “stand-in-mother” insults three of the deepest racists in town, they escape to Tiburon, South Carolina – a town that holds the secrets to her mother’s past. 

Animal Dreams

Kingsolver, Barbara


A woman who has never quite grown up and let go of her past, returns to her home town in beautiful New Mexico, in order to teach school for a year.  She learns more than she ever dreamt about how fragile and precious life really is.  

The Bean Tree


A young woman is handed a baby when she stops for gas.  Realizing the child is abused, she is suddenly burdened by responsibility that changes her life.  Sequel, Pigs in Heaven.

The Poisonwood Bible


This story is told from the points of view of all four sisters and their mother who have gone to the Belgian Congo as missionaries.  A big, serious, satisfying book, it deals with family dynamics, politics, religion and the sometimes gruesome reality of surviving what life brings.

Prodigal Summer


Over the course of one humid summer, the lives of a reclusive wildlife biologist, a young farm widow and an elderly botanist converge.  This novel’s multilayered storyline is a powerful statement about our environment and wildlife.  

The Jane Austen Book Club
Kowler, Karen


In California, five women and one man meet to discuss Jane Austen’s novels. Over six months marriages are tested, affairs begin, unsuitable arrangements become suitable, and love happens. Jane Austen readers will enjoy finding echoes of her novels running through the lives of the six modern characters.

The Namesake

Lahiri, Jhump



As in her Pulitzer Prize winning collection of short stories, Lahiri’s novel enriches the themes of the South Asian immigrant experience.  It explores the anguish of exile, the longing to belong, and the burden exile places on the children of immigrants who are born with a foot in each of two cultures.
She’s Come Undone

Lamb, Wally


Delores Price tells us about her life from the time she is four years old and their first television set is delivered, until she rolls into young womanhood at 257 pounds.  Angry and depressed, she decides to give herself one more chance and embarks on a wild ride of love, pain and renewal.  At the same time a fragile girl and hard-edged cynic, this heartbreakingly comic heroine tells of a wonderful coming-of-age odyssey.  


Also, I Know This Much is True.

Native Speaker

Lee, Chang-Rae


“The day my wife left she gave me a list of who she was.”

Capturing the immigrant experience this utterly readable and passionate novel is the story of a man who has no idea who he is. But in his search for self, the reader finds all sorts of truths. 

China Boy

Lee, Gus


Kai Ting’s idyllic childhood comes to an abrupt end when his mother dies and his new stepmother tries to erase every vestige of China from the household.  Young Kai searches desperately for somewhere to belong in this funny yet moving novel of family relationships, culture shock and growing up in America.

The Given Day

Lehane, Dennis

Set in Boston at the end of the First World War.  The novel captures the political and social unrest of a nation caught at the crossroads where past meets future. The Given Day tells the story of two families-one black, one white-swept up in a maelstrom of revolutionaries and anarchists, immigrants and ward bosses, Brahmins and ordinary citizens, all engaged in a battle for survival and power.

Mystic River


Three boys are playing road hockey, when a strange car pulls up. One boy gets into the car, two do not and something terrible happens that changes their lives forever. Years later, a murder ties their lives together in this wrenching story of murder, revenge, and friendship.

Animals

LePan, Don


As the 21st century advanced, food animals are extinct due to rampant drug dosing and filth-induced epidemics.  Mongrel (a subunit of damaged humans) births, have mushroomed and technology and commerce are poised to exploit this new and stable protein source as “chattels” – edible property.

A Short History of Tractors  in the Ukraine

Lewycka, Marina

When an elderly and newly widowed Ukrainian immigrant declares his intention to remarry, his intended turns out to be a voluptuous gold digger from the old country with a proclivity for green satin underwear and an insatiable appetite for the good life of the West.  The novel addresses love and suffering, family and ethnicity, sibling rivalry and the joys of growing old gracefully.







Strawberry Fields

A group of migrant workers who hail from Eastern Europe and China have come to England to harvest strawberries. They are all seeking a better life. Along the way, the workers’ fantasies about England keep rudely bumping into the ignominious, and sometimes brutal realities of life on the margins for émigrés in the new globalized labour market.
Small Island

Levy, Andrea


Told in four voices, this novel addresses life in post-war, postcolonial England. Prejudice, shifting identities, and black pride are Levy’s themes.

Palace Walk

Mahfouz, Naguib (Nobel Prize)


Told with affection and sensitivity, Mahfouz reveals the dreams, hopes and frustrations of the women in a wealthy Muslim family, while vividly evoking the alleys, houses, palaces, mosques and people of Cairo.  The struggle of the women in the al-Jawad family for emancipation is paralleled by the politics of the period, as Egypt rebels against British domination at the end of WWI.


Palace of Desire and Sugar Street focus in is more on the father and sons of the al-Jawad family and completes Mahfouz’s trilogy.
Londonstani

Malkani, Gautam


Malkani exposes a London where young Asians (desis) struggle with white boys (goras) to assert their power and identity.  Desperate to avoid spending their lives working at Heathrow airport, four middle class men cruise the streets making fast money in a scam that leads them into dangerous terrain.

Wolf Hall (winner of the Man-Booker Prize 2009)

Mantel, Hilary


A rich, historical fiction, this novel about the intrigue filled count of Henry VIII has all the usual suspects:  Henry’s first wife Katherine of Aragon, his second wife Anne Boleyn and her sister Mary, Thomas Wolsey the Archbishop of York, the Seymour family, the Pope and of course, Henry the King.  But the real protagonist is the political genius, Thomas Cromwell, who pits himself against parliament, the political establishment, and the papacy, as he reshapes England to his own and Henry’s desires.

Love in the Time of Cholera

Marquez, Gabriel (Nobel Prize)


Florentino Ariza has waited more than fifty years for the beautiful Fermina Doza.  Despite having succumbed to many “long-term liaisons,” it is only when Fermina’s husband dies that Florentino Ariza feels his life really begins.

All the Pretty Horses

McCarthy, Cormac


Complete with gunplay, romance and of course horses, this is a modern-day Western.  John Grady Cole, attracted to the beautiful but desolate countryside of Mexico leaves home with his best friend, experiences an idyllic but very dangerous adventure, and finds that dreams are paid for in blood.
The Crossing


Billy Parham’s crossing into the mountains of Mexico with a marauding she-wolf, begins an arduous and often dreamlike journey into a world where there is no order and where violence strikes as suddenly as heat-lightning.

Cities of the Plain


The final novel in the Border Trilogy unites John Grady Cole and Billy Parham, whose lives as ranch hands are filled with trail drives, horse auctions, and stories told by campfire light.  The ending of this way of life is accelerated by a chain of violent and unstoppable events set in motion by John Grady’s romance with a Mexican prostitute.

The Road

In a desolate apocalyptic world an unnamed man and his son fight off thieves as they journey down an empty highway in search of food and hope.

No Country for Old Men
Set in west Texas in 1980, this novel focuses on the intersecting lives of a hunter who discovers 2.4 million dollars in abandoned drug money, a Texas county sheriff who must protect an innocent couple, and heavily armed men who are determined to reclaim the money at any cost.  This novel is an enduring meditation on the beliefs and hopes that inform people's decisions and shape their destinies.
Amsterdam (1998 Booker prize)

McEwan, Ian


When good-time, forty-something Molly Lane dies of a sudden, rapidly degenerative illness, her many friends and numerous lovers are led to think about their own mortality.  Several themes - the conflict between personal desire and public responsibility, the nature of true friendship - are developed in this novel.

Atonement

McEwan, Ian

A young girl’s overactive imagination results in tragic consequences.  This compelling novel of betrayal, love, the British class system, shame and forgiveness, in the days surrounding World War II, will challenge your reactions to human behaviour and the power of story telling.

Enduring Love


Science writer Joe Rose’s life is shattered when he witnesses a tragic accident of a hot-air balloon.  A stranger who joins Rose in helping to bring the balloon to safety, develops an obsession for Rose so powerful that it would test the limits of the scientist’s values, threaten the love of his wife, and drive him to the brink of murder.
Saturday

As this novel traces the events of one day in a successful neurosurgeon’s life – music, food, love, the exhilaration of sport and the satisfaction of work – we learn that life can change in an instant. While thousands of anti-Iraq war protestors gather in the London streets, a minor car accident with some very nasty men, ignites a violent confrontation as the protagonist’s family gathers for a reunion dinner.

Asylum

McGrath, Patrick


In an institution for the criminally insane, Stella Raphael, the wife of a staid, but dull psychiatrist, falls under the spell of a seductive madman.  Not even the strictures of convention, nor the knowledge of her lover’s ghastly past, nor the destruction of those around her, can destroy Stella’s obsession for a murderer.

The Emperor’s Children

Messud, Claire

Set in the first nine months of 2001, this social satire tells the story of three friends trying to make their mark in New York’s media world.  Add to this mix a cutthroat Australian charmer and a dysfunctional nephew.  The tangled affairs and betrayals within this vividly drawn little group come to a head amidst the dust and rubble of the Twin Towers.
Becoming Madame Mao

Min, Anchee


This novel tells the story of Madame Mao Zedong, the woman many hold directly responsible for the excesses of the Cultural Revolution in China.  Giving Madame Mao her own voice, the author penetrates the myth surrounding this woman and provides a convincing, nuanced portrait of a damaged personality.
Beloved

Morrison, Toni (Nobel Prize) 
This is the story of a woman who escapes from slavery.  Sethe is haunted at every level by her heritage, by the fires of the flesh, by her experiences and by a terrible decision she once made.


Also Jazz, The Bluest Eye, Sula, Song of Solomon, Tar Baby, Paradise

Desirable Daughters
Mukherjee, Bharati
This is the first novel in what is to be a trilogy that examines a rich mixture of characters who are conflicted by history, politics, customs and traditions. The central character, Tara, one of three daughters born to a prosperous Calcutta tea merchant, accepts an arranged marriage, immigrates to the United States, divorces her brilliant millionaire husband, and finds herself entagled in a mystery which turns violent.

The Tree Bride
In the second novel, Tara still dissatisfied with her role of dutiful wife to a tradition bound Hindu multimillionaire in California undertakes an exploration of her family roots. Tara returns to East Bengal to explore the story of Tara Lata, the Tree Bride, who was married to a tree at the age of five after her boy-bridegroom died from a snakebite on the way to the wedding ceremony.

A House for Mr. Biswas

Naipaul, V.S.


This book explores the protagonist’s struggle for identity and success in a Hindu family in Trinidad.  The author weaves a web of family dynamics in a nation of difficult cultures, religions and values.

Half a Life


This novel spans three continents and an entire history of caste, class, exile and dislocation.  Naipaul tells the story of Willy, the son of a Brahmin and a lower caste woman, whose search for a genuine life takes him to London in the fifties and finally to a Portuguese colony in East Africa.

Mama Day

Naylor, Gloria


This is a powerful generational saga, overflowing with magic and common sense.  A matriarch called Mama Day must summon all her powers when her great niece, a modern emancipated woman, finds her life and soul threatened by the island’s darker forces.


 The Women of Brewster Place examines life among the nouveau riche.  Bailey’s Café focuses on a cast of  mythical, generous, defiant and often eccentric black women.

Suite Française

Nemirovsky, Irene


1940.  Paris falls to Nazi invaders, Writer Irene Nemirovsky fleas with her family to the countryside, where before being deported to Auschwitz, she completes two parts of a four-part novel about life in France under the Nazis.  Fifty years later, her daughter, who has hidden the manuscript, decides to publish her mother’s last words.

Transplanted Man

Nigam, Sanjay


This humorous novel is set in a New York City hospital which services a community of eccentric expatriates from India.

Foxfire

Oates, Joyce Carol


In the 1950s, in a blue-collar town in upstate New York, five high school girls are joined in a gang dedicated to pride, power, and vengeance on a world that seems dedicated to destroy them.  Always engrossing, often shocking, this is an evocation of female rage, gallantry and grit.

In the Lake of the Woods

O’Brien, Tim


What happens when the darkest secrets of your past find their way back into the present?  Told in many voices, this very readable novel of obsession and guilt becomes a mystery story when the protagonist’s (a Vietnam War veteran) wife goes missing.

The Things They Carried

O’Brien gives the reader a visceral sense of what it felt like to tramp through a booby-trapped jungle, carrying 20 pounds of supplies, 14 pounds of ammunition, a radio, machine guns, grenades, dope, and sometimes… each other.  This book of linked stories  illuminates the nightmarish quality of the Vietnam war and the capacity and the limits of the human heart and soul. 
Netherland
O’Neill, Joseph
In a New York City traumatised by the events of 9/11, and left alone after his English wife and son return to London, Hans van den Broek stumbles upon the vibrant New York subculture of cricket, where he revisits his lost childhood and, forms an unlikely friendship with an unscrupulous but charismatic and charming Trinidadian named Chuck Ramkissoon. As the two men share their vastly different experiences of contemporary immigrant life in America, an unforgettable portrait emerges of an "other" New York populated by immigrants and strivers of every race and nationality.

Bel Canto

Patchett, Ann


In an unnamed South American country, a band of “unprofessional” terrorists take prominent businessmen and one female opera singer hostage.  The relationships that result are touching and ultimately life affirming.

The Bell Jar

Plath, Sylvia


This sometimes witty and always realistic portrait of madness, tells the story of the 18th year of Plath’s own life when she fought depression and insanity.

One True Thing

Quindlan, Anna


Forced to deal with her dying mother, a daughter re-assesses her parents’ lives.  After confronting some painful issues, the young woman is charged with murdering her mother.

The Rapture of Canaan

Reynolds, Sheri


Crossing the border between innocence and understanding is a hazardous and agonizing journey for our young heroine.  Coming of age in an isolated and extreme religious community, she must balance the demands of the flesh and of the spirit.

The Wide Sargasso Sea

Rhys, Jean


The prequel to Bronte’s Jane Eyre, this is the story of Rochester’s first wife and their steamy but tragic relationship, set in the lush tropical heat of the West Indies.
Gilead

Robinson, Marilynne

A 76-year old Iowa Pastor records the fascinating story of his family from abolitionist days to the 1950s, as a legacy for the young son he will never live to see grow up.

The Human Stain

Roth, Philip


An aging classics professor, Coleman Silk, is forced to retire when his colleagues decree that he is a racist.  Although the charge is a lie, Silk has a secret, kept for fifty years that would astonish his accusers and which embodies the “American Dream”.

The Plot Against America

As Roth explores American society  at the beginning of the 21st century, he asks: “What if Charles Lindbergh had become the president of the United States in 1940?”

Indignation
It is 1951 in America, and Marcus Messner, in a rebellious act against his father, has left his local college in New York City, and enrolled at a conservative university in Ohio.  Isolated by his inability to tolerate any of his roommates, he becomes involved in a disastrous, sexual relationship and embarks on a head on confrontation with the Dean, which ends in tragedy.
The God of Small Things (1997 Booker prize)

Roy, Arundhati


Written in an original and powerful voice, Roy’s complex narrative weaves back and forth in time.  Rahel and her twin brother Estha, learn that the world can change in a single day, that love, life, and family can be lost in a single moment.  Filled with mystery and sadness, this novel cuts through nationality, caste, and religion to reveal the bones of humanity.

Shalimar the Clown

Rushdie, Salman


Part political thriller, part portrait of village life, part folktale, Rushdie paints a haunting picture of Kashmir, a land which was once a paradise, but where murder and terrorism now stalk the valleys and mountains.


Also Midnight’s Children, Fury, The Ground Beneath Her Feet, Shame     
Empire Falls (2002 Pullitzer Prize)
Russo, Richard
Capturing perfectly the pace of a small town, Russo’s latest novel focuses on the events that shape our lives and our need for self-fulfillment. This novel provides a believable representation of high school and exposes the truth concealed behind facades of glory.

Blindness

Saramago, Jose (Nobel Prize)


An unnamed city is hit by an epidemic of blindness and the afflicted are confined to a mental hospital where chaos reigns.  As the entire city succumbs, the only seeing person leads seven strangers through the wasteland which once was a civilization, in this harrowing examination of man’s destructive appetite.

The Reader

Schlink, Bernhard

This mesmerizing is a story of love and secrets, horror and compassions, unfolding against the haunted landscape of postwar Germany.  It details the relationship between a fifteen year old and woman twice his age.  It was only later in life that Michael realizes his former lover maybe guarding a secret more shameful than murder.
Snow Flower and Secret Fan

See, Lisa


In nineteenth century China, Lilly at the age of seven is paired with Snow Flower, in an emotional match that will last a lifetime.  As the years pass, they send messages on a fan and compose stories on hanker chiefs, reaching out of isolation to share their hopes, dreams, accomplishments, loneliness and suffering.

Peony In Love

For young Peony, betrothed to a suitor she has never met, the lyrics from The Peony Pavilion mirror her own longings.  This haunting novel takes readers back to 17th century China, after the Manchus seize power and the Ming dynasty is crushed. Steeped in traditions and ritual, this story brings to life another time and place.  Based on a true story, Peony in Love uses the richness and magic of the Chinese afterlife to transcend death and explore the many manifestations of love.  Ultimately, it’s about universal themes: the bonds of female friendship, the power of words, the desire all women have to be heard, and finally those emotions that are so strong that they transcend time, place, and perhaps even death.
Shanghai Girls

Two sisters must leave their secure and privileged lives in Shanghai when they are sold to suitors from California to pay their father’s gambling debts.  As bombs fall on their beloved city they set out on the journey of a lifetime to begin a fresh chapter to find love with the strangers they  have married, brushing against the seduction of Hollywood, and striving to embrace American life even as they fight against discrimination.  At its heart is the story of sisters who share hopes, dreams, and a deep connection, but like sisters everywhere they also harbour petty jealousies and rivalries. 
A Suitable Boy

Seth, Vikram


In this prodigious work (rumoured to be the longest novel ever written in English), Lata and her mother’s search for a suitable boy, parallels the story of newly independent India as it struggles through the crisis of its first General Election.

An Equal Music


When Michael Holme, a violinist, meets Julia, a pianist he had loved in Vienna as a student, the two rekindle their passion for each other.  Written with the same sweep and grace as Seth’s previous works (but a very manageable 390 pages), this is a beautiful examination of love, sacrifice, devotion and the healing power of music.

Cracking India

Sidhwa, Bapsi


Amidst the background of the holocaust that followed the 1947 Partition of India and Pakistan, this is the story of a child’s loss of innocence, about a world peopled with characters called Electric-aunt, Slave sister and Old husband, about servants, labourers and artisans caught up in events they barely understand but in which they play a terrible part and show great determination to survive.

Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress

Sijie, Dai


In a story that is an exquisite balance of realism and fable, two hapless city boys are exiled to a remote mountain village for re-education during China’s Cultural Revolution. There they discover a hidden stash of Western Classics (in Chinese translation), and as they devour the books and flirt with the local seamstress, they find transit from their grim surroundings to worlds they never imagined.

Anywhere But Here

Simpson, Mona


A moving, often comic portrait of a mother/daughter relationship, as the pair move through the landscapes of America and their own dreams.  In mistaking fame for success, bondage for love, and lies for truth, this is a portrait of a mother we love to hate and a daughter who rejects her, becomes her and survives her.

Also, The Lost Father

Animal’s People

Sinha, Indra

Moving on all fours, Animal, the victim of a chemical spill, leads a hand-to-mouth existence in a slum in India.  When a young American doctor comes to town to open a free clinic, Animal plunges into a web of intrigue scams and plots, with the unabashed aim of turning events to his own advantage.

A Thousand Acres

Smiley, Jane


This is Shakespeare’s King Lear set in modern America.  The “Lear” figure, is a cantankerous old farmer, who wishes to retire, divide his kingdom, and be worshipped by his three dutiful daughters.  Jealousy, vengeance, and sins from the past force events to take a very different course.

The White Teeth

Smith, Zadie


This book examines the marriages and problems of raising children in three “English” families that become unavoidably intertwined.  It explains the fears and conflicts of immigrants; fears of bringing up their children in an alien culture and that one day their culture will be engulfed and disappear; the conflict of the second generation living their lives in flux between two cultures – that of an immigrant and that of an English person.

On Beauty

A tale of two feuding families set at a New England university, this novel is a juicy send-up of campus politics, families, cultural, wars, love and lust.

Crossing to Safety

Stegner, Wallace


This is the story of two men and two women and their incredible friendship.  Beautifully written by one of the characters, he remembers their experiences, laughter, dreams and suffering as the impending death of one, brings them together one last time.

Also, Angle of Repose

The Help

Stockett Kathryn   

             In  the early sixties  racism is very much alive in Mississippi. Told in alternating voices, The Help recounts  the stories of the women who cook, clean, and raise the children of white  middle class women. It traces humanities small but steady triumphs over hate and fear  

The Twentieth Wife
Sundaregan, Indu


The lush historical novel charts the love story of Emperor Jahangir and Mehrunnisa, his twentieth wife and last wife.

                                                                        The Feast of Roses

Continuing the imperial love story, Mehrunnisa has risen (despite a formidable rival in the harem) to become the most powerful woman in the Mughal  Empire. She has formed a junta with her father, brother, and stepson and risked all, even her daughter to get what she wants.

The Death of Vishnu

Suri, Manil


As Vishnu the apartment caretaker lies dying on the staircase he inhabits, his neighbours argue over who will pay for the ambulance.  The action spirals, pulling the reader into the dreams of the eccentric residents’ lives. 

The Secret History
Tartt, Donna

When Richard Popen arrives at university, he is drawn into the inner circle of five worldly, self-assured Greek scholars. As he learns the secret about an incident in the woods, in the dead of night, the reader is drawn into a gripping murder story and tale of retribution.
My House in Umbria

Trevor, William


A former British “Madam’s” world is changed forever when the train she is riding in, is blown up by terrorists. She and the other survivors – an elderly English general, an American child, and a German adolescent – retreat to her villa in Italy to heal.


Also, Felicia’s Journey.

Ladder of Years

Tyler, Ann


When Delia, a middle aged housewife walks out on her husband and children, she must reflect on her life and its value. Tyler again demonstrates her ability to make the ordinary appear extraordinary in this witty, gentle account of a woman in crisis.
A Patchwork Planet


Every member of the Gaitlin family has a guardian angel except for Barnaby, the family black sheep.  Working at odd jobs for Rent-a-Back (helping seniors and shut-ins with their assorted tasks), Barnaby meets a young woman whom he believes may be his angel and who may help him find his place on the patchwork planet.

Also, Dinner at the Homesick Restaurant, Breathing Lessons, Sain Maybe, Earthly Possessions, The Clock Winder, If Morning Ever Comes, When We Were Grownups, The Amateur Marriage.
The Space Between Us

Umrigar, Thrity


Two Parsi women who inhabit different castes know what separates them, yet each share a world where cruelty, humiliation, kindness and resignation are a part of the course of life.  Rich in its descriptions of the tumult, squalor and richness of Bombay, the novel also reveals the excruciating suffering of the Hindu lower class.

Sacred Hunger (1992 Booker prize)

Unsworth, Barry


A very long but very readable novel following the life of an 18th century Englishman who plans to make his fortune in the slave trade. Meticulously researched and beautifully detailed, this novel moves along briskly, focusing on the conflicts of a small group of characters.

Morality Play


When a travelling acting troop decides to break tradition and enact a brutal murder that has torn apart the rural village, they enter a world of intrigue.  Taut and suspenseful, this novel takes the reader into the dark cold winter of the fourteenth century.

Beach Boy

Vakil, Ardashhir


Welcome to 8 year old Cyrus Readymoney’s world of Bombay India in the 1970s.  Movies, mischief, sex, samosas, tennis tournaments and truancy from school fill his days until family events force him to leave the innocence of his youth and accept some of the responsibilities of adulthood.

                                                                            Cutting For Stone
Verghese, Abraham
              Marion narrates his own, and his brother’s long dramatic story, set against the backdrop of political turmoil in Ethiopia. Raised in a hospital compound, the boys become doctors, and while medicine, the practice of it, is germane to the storytelling process, it never overwhelms the humane and narrative aspects of this moving novel.

Sacred Games

Vikram, Chandra


This novel draws the reader deep into the life of Inspector Sartaj Singh one of the few Sikhs on the Mumbai police force – and into the criminal underworld of Ganesh Gaitondo, the most wanted gangster in India.  This is a magnificent story of friendship and betrayal, of terrible violence, of an astonishing modern city and its dark side.

The Toss of a Lemon

Viswanathan, Padma

Set within the Brahman caste of Southern India, this novel tells the story of a young child bride, Sivakami, married at 10 and widowed by 18.  Savikami dutifully obeys her caste traditions of widowhood - she shaves her hair, dons a white sari, and from dawn to dusk she cannot contaminate herself with human touch, not even to comfort her two young children.  Her only act of rebellion is to ensure her son has a secular education, which leads him to challenge his mother’s conservative caste beliefs in a modernizing India.        

The Glass Castle

Walls, Jeannette
The Walls family is a dysfunctional one. The father is an alcoholic, who becomes dishonest and destructive when he drinks, and the mother is a free spirit who abhors the idea of domesticity and family responsibilities. As such, the children are left to take care of themselves. They fed, clothed, and protected one another, and eventually found their way to New York. Their parents followed them, choosing to be homeless even as their children prospered. 
Knowledge of Angels
Walsh, Jill


A mystery story, an adventure tale and a medieval fable combined, this novel tells the story of a child raised by wolves and a stranger washed up on the beach.  Since neither believes in God, Cardinal Severo sets out to prove through these wayward souls – that man/woman is born with knowledge of angels.

Montana 1948

Watson, Larry


During the summer of his twelfth year, events forever alter David Hayden’s view of his family and the world.  This spare, poetic novel is a tale of love and courage, of loss of innocence, of power abused, and of the terrible choice between family loyalty and justice. 
The Riders

Winton, Tim


This is a missing-person story which perhaps cannot be solved.  Sully’s quest for his missing wife poses more questions than answers, as it takes him all over Europe with his suddenly traumatized daughter.

Breath


On the untamed lonely coast of Western Australia, two thrill seeking boys fall under the spell of a veteran big-wave surfer.  The grown man initiates the boys into a Spartan regimen of risk and challenge in which all three test themselves against storm swells in remote shark infested reefs.  It is a story about the wildness of youth – the lust for excitement and terror, the determination to be extraordinary and the wounds that heal and those that don’t.

A Leaf in the Bitter Wind

Ye, Ting-Xing


Spanning 30 years, this memoir chronicles the destruction of a family during the Cultural Revolution.  Ye, the fourth child, offers a riveting account of her survival on a prison farm, her acceptance at Beijing University, and assignment to the Foreign Ministry as a translator.

The Shadow of the Wind

Zafon, Carlos Ruiz


A psychological thriller, a historic mystery, a political expose, a coming of age story, all these are the stuff of this superb novel that takes place in Barcelona in 1945.
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