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Student population: 367; Grades: JK–8; Principal: Karen Peach

The students at David Lewis Public School are first-generation 
Canadians. While most are of Chinese heritage, another  
20 percent come from other countries, making the school a 
multicultural environment where different cultures are honoured 
and celebrated. 

The school is home to a YMCA daycare with 65 children. The 
daycare supports the school and helps socialize the preschool 
children by providing a seamless transition to kindergarten, 
adding to the feeling of community. The daycare also ensures 
that the school continues to grow.

David Lewis teachers are always reviewing and refining the way 
they deliver the curriculum and have created a climate where 
students feel safe to take risks with their learning. As a result, 
students have achieved exceptional success on the EQAO 
assessments. Teachers in Grades 4/5 and 6/7 look critically at  
the EQAO data for their cohort of students to identify areas  
of challenge and reflect on how they can improve learning for 
all students.

These areas of challenge become the focus for the following 
year’s school improvement plan. Teachers meet by division 
to develop programming procedures, using Teaching-Learning 
Critical Pathways. They can then develop and grow their skills 
in areas such as meaningful assessment and moderated marking. 
Working together to share strategies and expertise, staff choose 
and provide resources to support student learning. 

The EQAO data shows there is no gender gap in student 
achievement. This can be attributed to a number of initiatives 
that the staff have put in place over time. Teachers take pride in 
finding materials and strategies that appeal to boys and girls to 
keep them actively engaged in learning. In mathematics, teachers 
use manipulatives to give the children hands-on experience. 
Students are engaged by using Smart Board technology and 
problem-solving experiences related to their personal interests. 
Teachers use EQAO questions to assess learning in their 
classrooms. Students have learned that a problem can have many 
correct solutions. Pupils work in groups teaching each other; 
they learn how to articulate their approach to problem solving. 
Teachers give them meaningful extensions of learning through 
classroom and co-curricular activities. 

 All of these initiatives have contributed to the large number of 
students performing at Level 4 on the EQAO assessments.  

David Lewis staff provide many opportunities to engage the 
children and help them make the transition to a new language 
and culture. With so many children learning English, every 
teacher provides rich opportunities for language development. 

Children write every day. Beginning writers participate in writing 
workshops. Students edit with peers and teachers. During 
conferences with teachers in the language and math areas, 
students get specific, high-quality, descriptive feedback targeting 
goals for improvement. 

Principal Karen Peach says: “We have been looking at co-
constructing success criteria, and our rubrics have become so much 
more descriptive. We are getting more from students because we 
are giving them better information and explanations. Our teachers 
have become more effective. Now we can say to the children, ‘This 
is what a Level 4 looks like, and this is what you need to do to 
reach that level.’ Our success is reflected in our EQAO results.”

The organization at David Lewis is set up to help students succeed. 
All grades except Grades 3 and 6 are combined. The timetable 
includes literacy and numeracy blocks, and the teachers have 
common preparation times to facilitate planning. Children are in 
the same class for two years. As a result, teachers get to know 
their students very well and provide a broad continuum of support. 
This way, they don’t lose any valuable teaching time familiarizing 
themselves with each student; they can continue their work in 
September from where they left off in June. There are many half-
time teachers at David Lewis and many subject specialists. Principal 
Karen Peach believes that having teachers teach what they love and 
are good at is critical to the school’s success.

In each of the school’s combined-grade classes, specialist 
teachers teach math to one of the grades, while the other 
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grade receives instruction in another subject such as French as 
a Second Language. This focused instruction in mathematics, as 
well as student participation in extracurricular math clubs, has 
resulted in a high level of achievement in various mathematics 
competitions and EQAO results. 

Teachers actively seek out resources and opportunities to 
increase their own professional learning and enhance their 
teaching skills. They are also in constant communication with 
other professionals to discuss the progress of their students.  
The teachers meet by subject, grade, division and school  
cluster to review EQAO data and decide what skills their 
students need to be successful at the next step. As a result, 
David Lewis students can transition smoothly from one grade to 
the next. 

Discussions between elementary and secondary teachers have 
been a catalyst for positive change. With this commitment 
to provide a seamless transition to secondary school, the 
students are well prepared for EQAO’s Grade 9 Assessment of 
Mathematics and the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test.

Parents value education and are active and supportive of 
everything the school does. Through the school council at  
Dr. Norman Bethune Secondary School, and with the support 
of the trustee, parents from the four feeder schools meet about 
shared concerns and initiatives to support their children.

Communication on many levels is a key element at David Lewis. 
Teachers meet formally and informally and engage in professional 
conversations to talk about their students and share strategies 

to improve student learning. The school organization is working 
toward the goal of student success. Student progress is observed 
over time, and children are well prepared for the next step in 
their journey of learning. 

Principal Peach says: “The K–8 school is a fabulous organizational 
model, as it has the fewest transitions for children. At David 
Lewis, the combined grades, teaching continuum of two years 
and thoughtful timetables have been implemented intentionally 
to support our progress. Our learners do well at many different 
things. We give students a lot of opportunities to demonstrate 
what they can do. Our programming is rich, and we work within 
our hub and our cluster successfully to prepare our students for 
secondary school. The EQAO data illustrates our success.”
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“The K–8 school is a fabulous organizational model, as it has the fewest 

transitions for children. At David Lewis, the combined grades, teaching 

continuum of two years and thoughtful timetables have been implemented 

intentionally to support our progress. Our learners do well at many different 

things. We give students a lot of opportunities to demonstrate what they can 

do. Our programming is rich, and we work within our hub and our cluster 

successfully to prepare our students for secondary school. The EQAO data 

illustrates our success.”

Karen Peach, principal


