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Upcoming Events 

• Djembé Drum and Dance 
Lessons grades ¾ December 

• Dec 8 – PA Day no school 

• Nov 28 – Vision Clinic – 
Grades 5 & 7 & selected 
others 

• Dec 7 - 15 Hanukkah 

• Dec 21 – Kwanzaa  
Celebration 1-3 p.m. 

• Dec 22 – last day of school 

before holidays 

• Dec 25 – Christmas Day 

• Dec 26-01 Jan – 
KWANZAA Celebrations 

• Jan 8 – back to school 

• Happy New Year       
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Africentric Alternative School News 

 

Dear Africentric Alternative School 
Community, 
 
As we approach the end of another 
enriching year, I extend warm 
greetings to each member of our 
vibrant and close-knit community. 
December is a month of reflection, 
celebration, and gratitude, and I am 
thrilled to share some exciting updates 
with you all. 
 
Kwanzaa Celebration on December 
21, 2023: We are delighted to 
announce that our annual Kwanzaa 
celebration will take place on 
December 21, 2023. Kwanzaa is a 
special time for us to come together 
and celebrate our rich cultural 
heritage. The event promises to be a 
joyous occasion filled with meaningful 
activities, performances, and shared 
traditions. We encourage all families 
to join us in commemorating the 
values of unity, self-determination, 
collective work, and responsibility that 
Kwanzaa embodies. 
 
I would like to extend my heartfelt 
gratitude to the parents, students, and 
staff who actively supported our 
Poppy Drive in November. Your 
generosity and commitment to 
honoring the sacrifices of our veterans 
are commendable. Together, we 
raised awareness and funds that 
contribute to the well-being of those 
who have served our country. Thank 

Principal’s News 

Africentric Alternative School News 

you for demonstrating the spirit of 
compassion and remembrance. 
A special note of appreciation goes 
out to the incredible parents who 
generously volunteer their time on a 
regular basis. Your involvement is 
invaluable, and it enhances the 
educational experience for all our 
students. Whether it's assisting in 
classrooms, participating in school 
events, or contributing in various 
capacities, your dedication does not 
go unnoticed. Thank you for being 
an essential part of our school 
community. 
 
I want to express my sincere thanks 
to the members of our School 
Council for their unwavering support 
and dedication to our school's 
success. Your efforts in fundraising, 
event planning, and community 
engagement have significantly 
contributed to the positive 
atmosphere and resources available 
to our students. We are fortunate to 
have such a committed group 
working alongside us. 
 
As we enter the festive season, let 
us cherish the bonds we've formed, 
celebrate our achievements, and 

look forward to the exciting 
opportunities that the new year 
will bring. Wishing you all a joyful 
holiday season filled with love, 
warmth, and moments of reflection. 
Warm regards, 

Yours in partnership,                           
Hugh Reynolds,  

Principal AAS. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

mailto:AfricentricAlternativeSchool@tdsb.on.ca
https://schoolweb.tdsb.on.ca/africentricschool/


 

Africentric Alternative School Newsletter – December 2023  Page 2 of 19 

  

  



 

Africentric Alternative School Newsletter – December 2023  Page 3 of 19 

  



 

Africentric Alternative School Newsletter – December 2023  Page 4 of 19 

  Grade 5 & 6 Student Work pages 4-8 

After studying the Middle East conflict through a lens that incorporates diverse 
perspectives, students have generated messages and visual representations to advocate 

for global peace and unity. They have crafted messages in various languages with a 
central focus on the themes of unity and peace. Mr. Tawiah – grade 5 and 6 teacher. 

 

Azaria 
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Harlym 

Wonu 



 

Africentric Alternative School Newsletter – December 2023  Page 6 of 19 

 
  

Harlym 

Elliot 

Alayah, Princess, Sheriah 

Cassadee 
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Alayah 

Sahara 
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Alayah 

Shaina 
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Label all items that come to school with the child’s name and grade.   

Every day the child needs the following items: 

1. Lunch & snack 

2. Re-usable water bottle 
3. Clothing for the weather (e.g., raincoat/umbrella, sunscreen and sunhat - please 

ensure your child is dressed for the weather) 

4. Indoor and outdoor shoes – this will ensure hallways and classrooms stay clean  

5. JK/SK students please bring a change of clothes as well as the above 
 

Lockers 
 

As part of their preparation for high school the grade 7 and 8 students will be 

permitted to have lockers this year. 

Cell Phones 
 

If a student has a cell phone, please remind him/her that it must be turned off during 

the entire school day and it is his/her responsibility to take care of it (without a locker) 

this year. Please discuss if your child can handle this responsibility.   Our school does 

not take responsibility for any lost or stolen items. 

TDSB Health and Safety Guidelines 
 

It is more important than ever for families and the school to align and share responsibility for 

public health and safety. Thank you in advance for being strong allies and advocates for our 

students, the community, and our staff.   Please do not send your child to school if they are ill. 
 

Late arrivals 
 

If your child is late for school, they have to formally be checked in with the office staff – i.e. 

they must obtain a late slip. We do not have supervision available once the instructional day 

has begun at 8:55 am. PLEASE BE ON TIME as late students disrupt the other students and the 

teacher in the class.  Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 
 

VERY IMPORTANT INFORMATION  

PLEASE READ - School Procedures 
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Medical Appointments and Early Pick Ups 
 

Please try to avoid scheduling appointments (i.e. dentist, doctor) during the school day. If it is 

unavoidable, please notify the office one half hour prior to your picking them.  When you 

arrive, please buzz the office to come in to sign your child out.  Children will not be permitted 

to exit the school without a parent – the parking lot is not safe.    

Dropping things off 
 

Please send children to school with everything they need to avoid the need for drop off. 

Please send all lunches to school with children in the morning. We are unable to have a drop-

off table for school lunches any longer and hence every dropped off item would mean a 

disruption to the entire class. For safety reasons, families are encouraged to not come and 

drop off anything during the day! 
 

Lunch at School 
 

We are STRONGLY encouraging parents to allow students to stay in their routine for the whole 

day. Students are expected to stay at school for lunch. Not only is this crucial for their social 

wellbeing during nutrition breaks, but it is safer for everyone when no one is leaving and 

returning to the building.   No student can leave school property during lunch hour. 

School Parking Lot 
 

A reminder that we share the building with another school. Please Park in the 

designated parking lot and not in the bus route. Please support us with this again and 

allow us to use our supervision allocation on our students rather than parking lot 

expectations.  

 
 

 

 

Kwanzaa Special Event 
At Africentric Alternative School 

Please mark your calendar 
December 21, 2023, 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
For a Showstopping Kwanzaa Celebration  

with drums, dancers and singing. 
 
 
 



 

Africentric Alternative School Newsletter – December 2023  Page 11 of 19 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Theme for the Month of 
December is  

Kindness & Caring 

Theme of the Month – December  
 
 UJAMAA – KINDNESS & CARING 



 

Africentric Alternative School Newsletter – December 2023  Page 12 of 19 

 
    

The Benefits of Being on Time - 
Punctuality 

 
Punctuality is a habit of: 

• Attending a task on time.  

• Doing things at the right time.  

• Not missing parts of the lesson and school routines 

• Managing your work and personal life 

Punctuality is one of the keys to a successful life. 

The following are a few reasons that prove why punctuality is 

important for life: 

1. Punctuality and time management affects the process 

of learning. 

2. A key to success… Being punctual gives you a sense 

of stability, security and self-confidence. 
3. It shows your integrity and demonstrates respect 

for others… being late affects those around you by 

interrupting other students and teachers in the class. 

Entry 
Time 

8:50   –   8:55 a.m. 

Period 1 8:55   –   9:25 a.m. 

Period 2 9:25   – 10:05 a.m. 

Recess 10:05 – 10:20 a.m. 

Period 3 10:20 – 11:00 a.m. 
  

Period 4 11:00 – 11:40 a.m. 

Lunch 11:40 – 12:30 p.m. 

Entry 
Time 

12:30 – 12:35 p.m. 

Period 5 12:35 –   1:15 p.m. 

Period 6 1:15   –   1:55 p.m. 

Recess 1:55   –   2:05 p.m. 

Period 7 2:05   –   2:45 p.m. 

Period 8 2:45   -    3:15 p.m. 

 

Africentric Alternative School 
2022-2023 Daily Schedule 

Have a Happy Day! 

Your child’s safety is very important 
to us. 

 
To keep your child safe the TDSB requires that parents 
advise the school of a child’s absence or lateness.  This is 
done to ensure children arrive to school safely and are 
accounted for accurately.  If you do not advise the 
school, you will receive an automated Safe Arrival Call 
and/or a call from the school. 
 
If your child is going to be absent or late for school – 
please call the school at 416-395-5251. 
 
Please call the school office – 416-395-5251, for the 
occasional instance that you are going to be late picking 
up your child at the end of the day.  This allows the 
school to plan proper supervision for your child.   
 
If you need to pick up your child early, please give the 
school office a call and give us sufficient time to call 
down your child. 
 
We truly appreciate your help to ensure the safety of the 
students at Africentric Alternative School. 
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Norgie Williams -- Co-Chair 

Ria Clarke -- Co-Chair 

Cristal Palmer -- Past Co-Chair 

Lotoya Jackson -- Secretary 

Robert Griffiths --Treasurer 
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Access to 

Building 
 

Reducing the number of people in 

the building is crucial to our success 

during this critical time. Only 

students and staff may enter the 

building. Essential visitors (i.e., 

maintenance) will be allowed into 

the building during the school day; 

however, parents and visitors will be 

permitted in the school on a limited 

basis. Please call the school if you 

would like to schedule an 

appointment with administration or 

staff. 

 

NO SMOKING 
 

TDSB Policy PR502 prohibits 
smoking on school property.  

Please help us keep a healthy 
learning environment that is 

free from smoking. 

 
We are reminding you that 
the bus loop at the front of 
our school should not be 
used for student drop off or 
pick up.  To ensure the 
safety of all students, 
please park in the 
designated parents’ or 
visitors’ parking area at the 
side or back of the building.  
Thank you for helping us to 
keep our students safe. 
 

Making sure your child is safe! 
 
When picking up your child from school 
please make sure to check in with either 
the office or the outdoor supervisor.  
Children are not safe in the parking lot 
without an adult. 
 

Picking up your child early: 
 
If you wish to pick up your child prior to the 
end of the school day, Please make sure 
that the office staff are given sufficient 
time to collect your child from the class.  
We recommend a minimum of one-half 
hour.  To limit the interruptions to 
instruction time, we ask that this only be 
done in rare instances i.e., doctors’ 
appointments.  Thank you for your 
anticipated cooperation. 
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We are grateful for the support of the following: 
 

Afro Crush – 
Donated funds for the Nutrition Snack Program 

Augustine Asa Nte-Frempong – 
 Donated Kente Strips/Sashes to the 2021/2022 graduating class 
Angus Systems –  

a very substantial donation to assist classroom technology needs 

Barilla Canada –  
donated cooking demonstration, pasta, and a very substantial financial  
contribution for Chromebooks and music program supplies 

Downsview Community Services Organization 
 Donated funds for the Nutrition Snack Program 

House of Jua 
 Donated funds for the Nutrition Snack Program 

Jays Care Foundation 
 Donated winter wear 

MLSE – Maple Leaf Sports & Entertainment – 
 Substantial donation towards school improvements in classroom and gym 

Moez and Marissa Kassam Foundation and TFSS - (Toronto Foundation for Student Successs) 

 Morning Meal/Snack Program Freezer donation 

Shutterstock – 
 Donated books and puzzles created by black authors and illustrators 
Starbucks Coffee Canada –  

Employees donated hats, mitts, scarves, socks and a large quantity of school supplies 

Start2Finish – 
 Donated backpacks and school supplies 

Taste of Life Restaurant 
 Donation towards Grade 8 graduation 

Turner Consulting Group Inc. –  
Tana Turner, Principal Consultant generously donated books and resources for our library 

  
 

Thank you to our School’s Nutrition/Snack Program Supporters. 

 

We would like to acknowledge and thank President’s Choice for the President’s Choice 

Children’s Charity School Nutrition Grant (PCC).  Our Nutrition Program is also 

supported by the Toronto Foundation for Student Success (TFSS), City of Toronto – 

Public Health, Ministry of Children & Youth Services and Parents and Community. 
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Africentric Alternative School 
School Pledge 

 
Today I pledge to be the best possible 

me. 
No matter how good I am, I know that I 

can become better. 
Today I pledge to build on the work of 
yesterday which will lead me into the 

rewards of tomorrow. 
Today I pledge to feed my mind 

knowledge, my body strength, and my 
spirit faith. 

Today I pledge to take my education 
seriously and I will always do my best, at 
school, at home, and in my community. 

Today I pledge to be focused, self-
disciplined and ready to learn 

Today I pledge to believe in me. 
Ashe 

Adinkra 
symbol, 
meaning 
lifelong 
learning 
 

Adinkra 
symbol, 
meaning 
cooperation 

Adinkra symbol, in 

the Akan language, 

which means – None 

is greater than God, 

the Creator. 

The symbol is called 

Gye Nyame 
(pronounced Gee-Nah-

May) 
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