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Dear Africentric Families,  
 
We would like to thank you for your ongoing 
support throughout the school year.  
 
Registration for TDSB Kindergarten 
program began in February. We look 
forward to welcoming you and your child. 
You may register by calling our school 
office at 416-395-5251. Please share this 
information with your close contacts who 
might have children who are looking 
forward to entering Kindergarten next 
school year.  
 
Thank you to all our parents and caregivers 
who attended our Black History Month 
celebration on February 29th. This event 
was a success, and we look forward to your 
continued support for future school events. 
  
Our Graduation Photo Day was on 
February 20th. This included graduation 
photos for SK and Grade 8 students.  
 
Our school improvement achievement goal 
is focused on Literacy. You are encouraged 
to read with your child as often as you can. 
This will reinforce what is being done at 
school.  
 
Mid-winter Break will be from March 11-15. 
It's important for both students and staff to 
take time to recharge and relax, ensuring 
we return with renewed energy and focus 
for the rest of the academic year. 
 
Barilla Canada will be coming to our school 
on March 22nd for their exciting cooking 
demonstration. This interactive event 
promises to be both educational and 
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delicious, offering our students the 
opportunity to learn about culinary arts 
while exploring diverse flavors and 
techniques. We believe in the power of 
experiential learning, and this 
demonstration will surely ignite a passion 
for cooking among our students. 
 
At Africentric Alternative School, we are 
dedicated to providing a holistic education 
that celebrates diversity and empowers our 
students to thrive academically, socially, 
and culturally. As we continue to navigate 
through the academic year, let's remain 
committed to our shared values of 
community, excellence, and lifelong 
learning. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support and 
collaboration. Together, we will continue to 
inspire greatness and make a positive 
impact in the lives of our students. 
 
As we are still in the winter months, please 
remember that all students are to dress as 
the weather dictates. Dressing for the 
weather helps to keep us warm and can 
prevent hypothermia.  

 
In Partnership, Hugh Reynolds 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 

➢ International Woman’s 
Day March 7 

➢ Jamaican Patty Day – 
Friday, March 8 

➢ Daylight Savings – March 
10 

➢ March Break March 11-15 

➢ March 22 – Barilla 
Cooking Demo – Chef Tim 
Returns! 

➢ AAS Cooking Club – March 
28 

➢ Good Friday & Easter 
Monday – March 29 & 
April 1 
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Thank you to our School’s Nutrition/Snack Program Supporters. 

 

We would like to acknowledge and thank President’s Choice for the President’s Choice 

Children’s Charity School Nutrition Grant (PCC).  Our Nutrition Program is also 

supported by the Toronto Foundation for Student Success (TFSS), City of Toronto – 

Public Health, Ministry of Children & Youth Services and Parents and Community. 

We are grateful for the support of the following: 
 

Afro Crush – 
Donated funds for the Nutrition Snack Program 

Augustine Asa Nte-Frempong – 
 Donated Kente Strips/Sashes to the 2021/2022 graduating class 
Angus Systems –  

a very substantial donation to assist classroom technology needs 

Barilla Canada –  
donated cooking demonstration, pasta, and a very substantial financial  
contribution for Chromebooks and music program supplies 

Downsview Community Services Organization 
 Donated funds for the Nutrition Snack Program 

House of Jua 
 Donated funds for the Nutrition Snack Program 

Jays Care Foundation 
 Donated winter wear 

MLSE – Maple Leaf Sports & Entertainment – 
 Substantial donation towards school improvements in classroom and gym 

Moez and Marissa Kassam Foundation and TFSS - (Toronto Foundation for Student Successs) 

 Morning Meal/Snack Program Freezer donation 

Shutterstock – 
 Donated books and puzzles created by black authors and illustrators 
Starbucks Coffee Canada –  

Employees donated hats, mitts, scarves, socks and a large quantity of school supplies 

Start2Finish – 
 Donated backpacks and school supplies 

Taste of Life Restaurant 
 Donation towards Grade 8 graduation 

Turner Consulting Group Inc. –  
Tana Turner, Principal Consultant generously donated books and resources for our library 
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On March 22, 2024 at 1:00 p.m. Chef Tim will do a live cooking demo for our 

students – details and recipe to come. 
 

Another pasta donation will also be made from Barilla 
 – look for details soon. 

See recipes on page 5 of this newsletter. 
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  The Benefits of Being on Time - Punctuality 

 
Punctuality is a habit of: 

• Attending a task on time.  

• Doing things at the right time.  

• Not missing parts of the lesson and school routines 

• Managing your work and personal life 

Punctuality is one of the keys to a successful life. 

The following are a few reasons that prove why punctuality is important for life: 

1. Punctuality and time management affects the process of learning. 

2. A key to success… Being punctual gives you a sense of stability, security and self-confidence. 
3. It shows your integrity and demonstrates respect for others… being late affects those around you 

by interrupting other students and teachers in the class. 

Dear Parents, Caregivers, Guardians, and Visitors, 
 

Please note the following: 

 
1. To ensure a well-ordered and safe school please always start your visit at the school 

office. 
 

2. If your child is late for school, please attend the school office immediately for a late 
slip.  For safety and the prevention of attendance errors, all children need to obtain 
their own late slip.  

 
3. If a parent, caregiver, guardian, or visitor wishes to meet with a teacher or other staff 

person, they are required to call or email to make this appointment ahead of time.  
Please do not interrupt a class at any point without express permission from the office.  
Teachers are busy with the lessons and interruptions affect the classroom routines. 
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What is the power of honesty?   
 

The power of honesty lies in its ability to build trust, promote personal growth, prevent 

conflicts, and inspire others. By choosing to be honest in our thoughts, words, and actions, we 

can create a more authentic and fulfilling life for ourselves and those around us. 
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  Adinkra 
symbol, 
meaning 
adaptability 
 
 

Adinkra symbol, 
meaning Love, 
Faithfulness & 

Harmony 

Adinkra symbol, in the 

Akan language, which 

means – None is greater 

than God, the Creator. 

The symbol is called Gye 

Nyame (pronounced Gee-

Nah-May) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sinkofa:  A symbol of the 

wisdom of learning from the 

past to build for the future.  
 

 

 

 

 

Odo Nnew Fie Kwan meaning…Love 

does not lose its way home. Those led 

by love always end up in the right place. 
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Entry 
Time 

8:50   –   8:55 a.m. 

Period 1 8:55   –   9:25 a.m. 

Period 2 9:25   – 10:05 a.m. 

Recess 10:05 – 10:20 a.m. 

Period 3 10:20 – 11:00 a.m. 

Period 4 11:00 – 11:40 a.m. 

Lunch 11:40 – 12:30 p.m. 

Entry 
Time 

12:30 – 12:35 p.m. 

Period 5 12:35 –   1:15 p.m. 

Period 6 1:15   –   1:55 p.m. 

Recess 1:55   –   2:05 p.m. 

Period 7 2:05   –   2:45 p.m. 

Period 8 2:45   -   3:15 p.m. 

 

Africentric Alternative School 
2023-2024 Schedule 
Have a Happy Day! 

Africentric Alternative School 
School Pledge 

 
Today I pledge to be the best possible me. 

No matter how good I am, I know that I can 
become better. 

Today I pledge to build on the work of 
yesterday which will lead me into the rewards 

of tomorrow. 
Today I pledge to feed my mind knowledge, 

my body strength, and my spirit faith. 
Today I pledge to take my education seriously 

and I will always do my best, at school, at 
home, and in my community. 

Today I pledge to be focused, self-disciplined 
and ready to learn 

Today I pledge to believe in me. 
Ashe 
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Reducing the number of people 
in the building is crucial to our 
success during this critical time. 
Only students and staff may 
enter the building. Essential 
visitors (i.e., maintenance) will 
be allowed into the building 
during the school day; however, 
parents and visitors will not be 
permitted in the school. Any 
parent meetings will take place 
virtually or over the phone. 
Please call the school if you 
would like to schedule an 
appointment with 
administration or staff. 

  
We are reminding you that 
the bus loop at the front of 
our school should not be 
used for student drop off or 
pick up.  To ensure the 
safety of all students, 
please park in the 
designated 
parents’/visitors’ parking 
area at the side or back of 
the building.  Thank you for 
helping us to keep our 
students safe. 
 

NO SMOKING 
 

TDSB Policy PR502 prohibits 
smoking on school property.  

Please help us keep a healthy 
learning environment that is 

free from smoking. 
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