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General Course Information  

   Prerequisite: None – Open Course 
  

   Department: The Arts: Visual & Media Arts, Drama, Dance 
  
  Textbook and Replacement Cost: none 
  Material Required: Document journal, pencil, eraser, black fine liner, glue stick, scissors, a variety of 

paint brushes are recommended 

Course Description 

  This course is exploratory in nature, offering an overview of the visual arts as a foundation for further study. Students will        
  become familiar with the elements and principles of design and the expressive qualities of various materials by a range     

  of media, processes, techniques, and styles. Students will use the creative and critical analysis processes to interpret art   
  within a personal, contemporary and historical context.  
  
  The course is organized into three strands: (1) Creating and Presenting (2) Reflecting, Responding and Analyzing   

  (3) Foundations  
 
 A detailed list of the course expectations can be found at www.edu.gov.on.ca/thearts/Visual arts 10 

 

Assessment and Evaluation 

To promote student success, ongoing assessment and feedback will be given regularly to the students.  A variety of 

assessment and evaluation strategies will be used in this course, including Achievement Chart based rubrics.  
Expectations will be evaluated based on the provincial curriculum expectations and the achievement levels outlined in 
the.ministry document. 
Expectations are organized into four categories of knowledge and skills.  The categories and their corresponding 

weighting is as follows: 
Knowledge and Understanding        25% 

Thinking                                     25% 

Communication                                     25% 

Application                                     25% 

 
Each student’s final mark will be in the form of a percentage grade based on their achievement in the 4 categories on the 
achievement chart.  The breakdown of the final mark is as followed: 
Term Evaluation                       70% 

Final Evaluation                                  30% 

 
The final Evaluation will be completed during the final 6 weeks of the course and may include a variety of summative 
activities including an exam, a presentation, a seminar, or an essay or another writing assignment. 

 
In addition to students’ performance in the achievement categories, students will also be assessed on their performance 
in the following learning skills: 

· Responsibility 

· Organization 

· Independent Work 

· Collaboration 

· Initiative 

· Self-Regulation 

 

For specific policies on assessment and evaluation and academic honesty, please refer to School Procedures in 
the student handbook. 

 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/thearts/Visual%20arts%2011


 

 

UNITS OF STUDY 

  
  

  
UNIT 1- The Elements and      

              Principles of Design 
  
 

  
Students will be introduced to the elements and principles of design and 

discuss various ways they are used in build artworks followed by a mini 
review assignment and artwork analysis 

  

UNIT 2- Sculpture 
  
 

  

Students will explore various artists and their works in a variety of 
different sculptural forms.  They will be creating 3d works based on the 
elements and principles of design.  Class critique to follow. 
  

  
UNIT 3- Drawing 

  
 

  
Students will exercise their drawing skills by completing works in their 

sketchbooks and explore contour, blind contour, shading, hatching, cross 
hatching drawing techniques.  After analyzing contemporary artists and 
their works, students will create a final drawing based on a specific 
theme. 
  

 
UNIT 4- Painting 
  

 
  

  
Students will learn about colour theory and explore acrylic mediums 
through practice activities.  A final painting based on a theme and 

presentation to be critiqued 
 

 

UNIT 5- Art History 
 
 
  

  

 

Although art history is ongoing through each unit, these weeks will be 
devoted to learning about the traditional art movements from the 
beginning of human history.  Prehistoric, ancient Egypt, Greek and 
Roman contributions to art history will be discussed.  A research-based 

assignment to follow will allow opportunities to study additional ancient 
cultures of choice 
 

 
UNIT 6- Mixed Media 
 
 

 
In this unit, we will explore the Group of Seven and their contributions to 
Canadian art history.  After analysing a painting, students will recreate it 
using collage and mixed media techniques.  Self-assessment to follow  
 

  
UNIT 7- Final Culminating project 

and submission of document journal 
  
 

  
Students will express a concept that is personal in nature. Assessment 

will include a collection of research, evidence of practice, work ethic, 
original concepts and creativity, a final artwork installed and presentation 
to the class, self and class critique to follow 
 

Document journals will also be collected for assessment as part of the 
final culminating assessment 
  

                                                                                                         

** Above task list subject to change.  Many of the above tasks will include Higher Order Thinking Skills and the use of a 
document journal (sketchbook) 
 


