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General Course Information  

Prerequisite: AVI1O or AVI2O for AWN3M, AWN3M for AWN4M 

Department: The Arts: Visual & Media Arts, Drama, Dance 
Extra Help: By appointment 
Material Required: Sketchbook 

Course Description  

This course is intended to expose students to a variety of painting processes, techniques and applications using acrylic 
paints, gouache, watercolour paints, and other mediums. Students will use the critical analysis process to deconstruct 
paintings and explore connections between art and society. Also, students will be familiarized with various artists and their 
approaches to painting, while making connections between various works of art in personal, contemporary, historical, and 
cultural contexts. Students will explore and experiment with colour theory, paint application, various surfaces to paint on, 
as well as mixed media techniques. Emphasis will be placed on the development of personal imagery, colour use and 
signature mark making. Throughout the course, students can creatively express their ideas and enhance their skills in 
using painting mediums such as watercolors, gouache, acrylics, ink, and mixed media. Students will use the critical 
analysis process when evaluating their own work and the work of others. The course is organized into three strands: 
(1)Creating and Presenting (2)Reflecting, Responding and Analyzing(3)Foundations  

 
A detailed list of the course expectations can be found at www.edu.gov.on.ca/thearts/Visual arts 12 
 

Assessment and Evaluation 

To promote student success, ongoing assessment and feedback will be given regularly to the students.  A variety of 
assessment and evaluation strategies will be used in this course, including Achievement Chart based rubrics.  
Expectations will be evaluated based on the provincial curriculum expectations and the achievement levels outlined in 
the.ministry document. 
Expectations are organized into four categories of knowledge and skills.  The categories and their corresponding weighting 
is as follows: 
Knowledge and Understanding 25% 

Thinking                              25% 

Communication                     25% 

Application                              25% 

 
Each student’s final mark will be in the form of a percentage grade based on their achievement in the 4 categories on the 
achievement chart.  The breakdown of the final mark is as followed: 
Term Evaluation               70% 

Final Evaluation                              30% 

 
The final evaluation will be completed during the final 6 weeks of the course and may include a variety of summative 
activities including studio assignments, art critiques, and written art reflections or an essay. 
 
In addition to students’ performance in the achievement categories, students will also be assessed on their performance in 
the following learning skills: 

 Responsibility 
 Organization 
 Independent Work 
 Collaboration 
 Initiative 
 Self-Regulation 

For specific policies on assessment and evaluation, and academic honesty, please refer to School Procedures in the 
student agenda. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/thearts/Visual%20arts%2012
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Units of Study  Assignments  

Unit 1: Colour Theory/ Intro to mediums  

• Colour Harmonies 

• Colour Theory, matching, and mixing 

• Tonal Values  

• Hard edge/colourfield painting techniques 

• Techniques and Materials 

• Contemporary Artists 

• Thumbnail sketches and compositions 

 (5%) 
 
 (5%) 
 
 (10%) 
 

Unit 2: Watercolour   

• Watercolour techniques and materials 

• Exploration of colour theory and 
compositions  

• Layering and Blending 

• Thumbnail sketches and proposals 

• Historical and Contemporary painting 

• Writing an Artist Statement  

 (10%) 
 
 

Unit 3: Acrylic/ Oil   

• Acrylic/ Oil techniques and materials 

• Exploration of colour theory and 
compositions  

• Thumbnail sketches and proposals 

• Historical and contemporary artists 

• Layering and Blending 

 (10%) 
 (15%) 
 

Unit 4: Acrylic/ Gouache/ Mixed Media  

• Mixed Media Textures and Techniques 

• Research and proposal  

• Contemporary Artists 

• Thumbnail sketches and proposals 

 (5%) 
 
 (10%) 
 

Unit 5: Culminating 

• Mixed Media Painting on Canvas 

• Critiquing Works (self and others) 

• Self and peer evaluation  

• Writing an Artist Statement 

 (15%) 
 (15%) 

 
ONGOING: The Creative Process, Art Criticism and Appreciation, Aesthetic Theory, and Sketchbook 
Process work. 
OTHER (TBD): Field Trips and Exhibitions 

 
** Above topics, assignments, and timeline are subject to change.  Many of the above tasks will 
include Higher Order Thinking Skills and follow the Creative Process  


