Hon. Lisa M. Thompson, Minister of Education
Ministry of Education
Mowat Block, 22nd Floor
900 Bay St., Toronto, ON, M7A 1L2
minister.edu@ontario.ca

Birch Cliff Public School
1650 Kingston Rd
Scarborough, Ontario
M1N 1S2

Dear Minister,
We, the Birch Cliff Public School, Parent Council, are writing to express our concern regarding
the changes to public education being proposed by your government. You have spoken often
about the need for a Parents’ Bill of Rights in Ontario’s public education system, but we also
believe that we, the parents and politicians, have collective responsibilities to our public
education system. As a School Council, our purpose is:
through the active participation of parents, to improve pupil achievement and to enhance the
accountability of the education system to parents. O. Reg. 612/00, s. 2 (1).” Education Act
Ontario Regulation 612/00
Your government ran on the platform ‘For The People’. However, by targeting public education
to balance the budget, you have shown us that young people are not included in the ‘people’ for
whom your government claims to be working.
High-quality, fully-funded and equitable public education is what we demand because it is what
our kids deserve. Specifically, we want:
●
●
●

A fully-funded public education system that includes low class caps, excellent
needs-support, no mandatory e-learning, and well-maintained buildings.
Funding that provides equitable enrichment opportunities across the system and reduces
the burden on school-based fundraising.
An inclusive curriculum and respect for the diversity of our students and educators.

The systems we need require more, not less, funding. We will press your government on these
issues as part of our responsibility to hold the education system accountable. We will join voices
with neighbouring schools to build strong support for the excellent education all students in
Ontario need.
Sincerely,
Birch Cliff Public School Parent Council members.
April 25, 2019
CC: Hon. Doug Ford, Premier; doug.ford@pc.ola.org
Doly Begum, Scarborough SouthwestPark MPP; DBegum-QP@ndp.on.ca
Bill Blair, Scarborough Southwest Park MP; Bill.Blair@Parl.GC.CA
Dr. John Malloy, Director of Education, Toronto District School Board; john.malloy@tdsb.on.ca
Trustee Robin Pilkey, Chair, Toronto District School Board; robin.pilkey@tdsb.on.ca
Trustee Ward 20 Parthi Kandavel, TDSB; Parthi.Kandavel@tdsb.on.ca
Marit Stiles MPP, Education Critic; mstiles-qp@ndp.on.ca

Kristin Rushowy, Queen’s Park/Education Reporter, Toronto Star; krushowy@thestar.ca
Caroline Alphonso, Education Reporter, The Globe and Mail; calphonso@globeandmail.com

