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*content/timeline of outline is subject to change*

Unit One: Beginning Drama                                               




Time: 10 periods

Students are introduced to the class through a series of high energy ice-breaking, trust, and co-operative games which help them break down their inhibitions, encourage risk-taking, foster self-awareness and build team spirit. Rules, structures, and routines are set in place, providing the necessary orientation to proceed successfully into the study of drama.
· Thinking/Inquiry


- Written Reflections

· Knowledge/Understanding

- Theatre terms, group work skills, collaboration 
Unit Two: Dramatic Technique and Tableau                    



 Time: 10 periods

Preliminary exercises in listening, focus, imagination, and concentration are followed by explorations in tableau and the basic tools necessary to work dramatically. They then work on improving their self-expression and developing the ability to effectively critique their own work as well as that of their peers. Basic stage terminology is touched on to facilitate class presentations.

· Thinking/Inquiry


- Actor’s Notebook Written Response 

· Communication/Application
- Tableau Sequence or Movement Presentation 

· Knowledge/Understanding

- Drama Strategies & Techniques Quiz
Unit Three: Choral Speaking 







Time: 10 periods 

Students will explore use of voice and sound to create soundscape and to interpret simple texts. 

· Thinking/inquiry 


– written responses
· Communication/Application
 – Group presentation
· Knowledge/Understanding 
 - vocal care knowledge 
Unit Four: Point of View and Identity                                               


Time: 15 periods

Adolescents struggle to find their place in the world, and are frustrated with the roles society demands of them. In this unit students examine the plight of one teenager and how their situation affects those around them. 
· Thinking/Inquiry


- Written Responses 
· Communication/Application

- Small Group Presentation 
· Knowledge/Understanding

- creation of script 
Unit Five: Improvisation and Comedy






 Time: 15 periods

Beginning with a series of exercises designed to build improvisational ability, this unit teaches students how to effectively participate in a variety of types of improvisation: rehearsed, unrehearsed in small and large groups. Students employ improvisation as the main dramatic technique in a story drama.

· Thinking/Inquiry


- Actor’s Notebook Written Response

· Communication/Application
- Various Improvised Scenes 


Unit Six : Children’s Theatre – Culminating Unit    




Time: 20 periods

This culminating unit allows students to demonstrate the skills and knowledge gained during the course. In both group and individual assignments students will create a presentation based on a children’s book . Each day the student is responsible for submitting a specific task either individually or in their collaborative groups. This unit accounts for 30% of the course mark.

Culminating Final Evaluation (30%)
· Thinking/Inquiry


- Script and Scene Preparation Package,  Written Responses 
· Communication/Application
- Culminating Preparation & Presentation

· Knowledge/Understanding

- Culminating Theory Test
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Course Details: 


Department:  Arts


Assistant Curriculum Leader: R. Cullen	


                                    Based upon: The Ontario Curriculum: Grades 9 and 10:  Arts


                                    **Contents and timelines may be adjusted as per teacher discretion





Course Description: 


The Grade 9 Dramatic Arts course is the introductory course for the Birchmount Park Dramatic Arts program.  The course emphasizes the active exploration of dramatic forms and techniques, using material from a wide range of authors, genres and cultures.  The study of Dramatic Arts provides students with opportunities to take on roles, to create and enter into imagined worlds, and to learn in a unique way about themselves, the art of Drama, and the world around them. The expectations for this course are organized into three strands.  All units draw upon all four categories of the achievement chart.





Course /Department Policies:





All students are subject to the school guidelines for dealing with late assignments, missed tests and academic honesty.  All of these policies are clearly delineated in the Student Agenda Book and on Birchmount Park’s website.  











Class Requirements:





Actor Notebook with lined paper


Writing materials


Physically prepared:  appropriate attire





Learning Skills:


	Responsibility


Organization


Independent Work


Collaboration


Initiative


	Self-Regulation





Achievement Categories and Weighting





Knowledge & Theory	 	 25%


Thinking & Inquiry (analysis)	 15%


Communication	& 


Application (performance)		 60%





Curriculum strands:


•Foundations


•Reflecting, Responding & Analyzing


•Creating & Presenting





Final Mark





Term Work:		 	70%





Final Summative Evaluation	30%








Evaluation 


Theory Tests


Actor Notebook Inquiry Questions


Play Report


Tableau Presentations


Movement Presentations


Role-play Presentations


Improvisation Presentations


Whole Class Role-play


Minimal Script Writing & Presentations


Individual and Group Performances














The grade for each term/reporting period is based on evaluation to that point. Some of the overall expectations, strands and units may not have been addressed. Grades will likely change when the students' entire work is evaluated at the end of the course.
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