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Department:  Arts


Curriculum Leader: R. Cullen	


Based upon “The Ontario Curriculum: Grades 11 and 12: The Arts”


**Contents and timelines may be adjusted as per teacher discretion**





Course Description


This course requires students to experiment with forms and conventions of dramatic literature and to create, adapt and present dramatic works.  Students will study dramatic forms, conventions, themes and theories of acting from different historical periods.  They will apply their knowledge of these dramatic elements in analyzing and interpreting dramatic literature, including Canadian works.  Students will also examine the significance of dramatic arts in various cultures and historical periods.





The course also engages students in active learning.  They apply their theory and knowledge in genuine theatrical contexts by working as actors, playwrights, directors and discerning audience members.  The intent of the course is to make learning experiential to the greatest extent possible, while meeting academic demands suitable for the university/college destinations of students taking the course.  This course is viewed as a transition to the approach favoured at the post-secondary level and will prepare students for the academic, production-oriented approach that exists in most post-secondary institutions.





Independent study is a major component of this course.  There are both written and practical examinations.  Good attendance is essential for success in this course.  Senior English (ENG 4C/U) is strongly recommended as a co-requisite for this course, as advanced reading and writing skills are needed.





The pre-requisite for this course is ADA 3M/O.  Students must show a level of maturity and skill appropriate to the course’s expectations.  Such students will already have the ability to:





Apply listening, speaking, reading and writing skills to the processes and forms of drama;


Think imaginatively and creatively in the dramatic mode;


Communicate dramatically, both verbally and non-verbally;


Work within dramatic forms both as individuals and as members of a group;


Understand and work within various conventional dramatic forms;


Experiment with new dramatic structures and techniques.





Course /Department Policies


All students are subject to the school guidelines for dealing with late assignments, missed tests and academic honesty.  All of these policies are clearly delineated in the Student Agenda Book and on Birchmount Park’s website. 











Class Requirements


Drama binder with lined paper


Writing materials


Physically prepared: no shoes and appropriate attire








Achievement Categories and Weighting





• Knowledge/Understanding (Foundations)		25%


•Thinking/Inquiry (Reflecting, Responding, & Analysis)		  				15%


•Communication	& Application combined (Creating & Presenting)					 60%








Curriculum Strands:





Creating & Presenting


Reflecting, Responding, & Analysis


Foundations





Learning Skills:


Responsibility


Organization


Independent Work


Collaboration


Initiative


Self-Regulation








CUMULATIVE EVALUATION (30% of final mark)





Part A-	Practical Performance Exam	20%


This examination takes place at the end of the semester before the formal exam period.  It consists of the presentation of a short play and/or scene. 


Part B -	Written Examination		10%


This examination will take place during the formal exam period.  It will be based on the acting theories, techniques and history learned throughout the term.





COURSE OUTLINE:  TERM WORK (70% of final mark)





UNIT ONE:  Putting Practice into Play: Acting Techniques & Theory





Students engage in activities which establish the learning environment & develop a sense of community.  Students will work to understand the connections between the work already done in previous Dramatic Arts courses and a more formal study of the various aspects of the theatre such as acting, theatre history and dramatic criticism.  





Summative Evaluation:


Acting Technique Presentations


Monologue Presentation & Character Analysis Notes


Professional Conduct (Rehearsal Process)


Test:  Acting Theory & Techniques





UNIT TWO:  Acting Technique


Students will study a specific style of acting technique and apply their knowledge through scripted scene work. 





Summative Evaluation:


Research notes


Rehearsal process


Script Process & Production Notes


Small Group Performance








UNIT THREE:  Where It All Began: Theatre History





In this unit, students become aware of theatre in a historical context.  They will examine the development and growth of theatre in a variety of historical periods and cultures.  As well, students will reflect on the state of theatre in oppressive societies through the lenses of historically significant plays.


Summative Evaluation:


Group Theatre History Seminar


Historical Scene Performance & Character Analysis Notes


Historical Play Content Tests


Character Analysis & Production Notes


Professional Conduct (Rehearsal Process)

















Communication


If you have questions, concerns or require extra help during the course, you may see me after school or contact me by email at � HYPERLINK "mailto:renee.cullen@tdsb.on.ca" �renee.cullen@tdsb.on.ca�.  Please be aware that I may not have access to your message or respond until the following day.





Excellent attendance is essential for success in this course.  Attendance for summative evaluations is mandatory.  If you are absent the day of a presentation or evaluation, you will receive a mark of zero.  The only exception will be an unforeseen absence due to illness, accompanied by a doctor’s note.  If you are too ill to attend an evaluation, you or your parents must call the main office (416-396-6704) and leave a message for Ms Cullen before the beginning of class that day.  








