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Course Description: 


This course focuses on studio activities in one or more of the visual arts disciplines. Students will produce a body of work that demonstrates a personal approach and explores a wide range of subject matter. They will study art forms, and use theories of art to create and evaluate their own work, providing grounds for their aesthetic judgements. In order to support the understanding of aesthetic intent, design approaches and the skilled use of specific media, students will examine the cultural contexts, and the stylistic features and shifts, in historical and contemporary Western art (including Canadian art), as well as art from various world cultures. Units of study will focus on the refinement of skills and knowledge in visual arts.  All darkroom/studio work and units will be supported by the theory studied, and developed through preliminary investigation and exploration, including a variety of technical and Photoshop experiments that are an integral part of the creative process, and through the keeping of a visual research notebook/sketchbook. In order to inform and foster the expression of personal ideas and imagery that are original, innovative, complex, sophisticated and cogent, students will make effective use of critical thinking, collaboration, creative problem solving, research and design theory.
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Curriculum strands:





•  Creating & Presenting (C/P)


•  Reflecting, Responding &


   Analyzing (R/R/A)


•  Foundations (F)





Achievement Categories and Weighting


• Knowledge/Understanding (F, C/P)  	       25%	


• Thinking (C/P)				       25%


• Communication				       20%	


• Application	       			       30%	


   (F, R/R/A, C/P) 








Course Requirements/Department Policies


Late Assignments


Late assignments must be accompanied with a note signed by a parent or guardian stating the reason for tardiness of the assignment. The note must list the due date of the assignment and the actual date of submission.


If an assignment is handed in after it has been taken up/handed back, the student may not receive a mark for it.


Missed Tests


It is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements, ahead of time, for any tests/quizzes that are missed. If a student misses a test/quiz for an unforeseen reason such as illness, the student must bring a note signed by a parent or guardian and be prepared to write the test/quiz immediately upon return to school.


Homework:  Please be aware of the TDSB policy found in the student handbook.





Class Requirements: 


Texts: Art in Focus, 4th Ed. (Replacement cost  $120.00); Photography in Focus 5th ed. (replacement cost $80.00); The Story of Photography (replacement cost $40.00); The Annotated Mona Lisa (replacement cost $30.00)  


•binder, paper, pen, sketchbook (optional)


•Film & photo paper may be purchased from the department. Camera rentals and short-term loans may be arranged with the teacher. 











Assessment and Evaluation Strategies


The goal of assessment is to improve learning.  Assessment will be ongoing and varied, and will include diagnostic, formative and summative/evaluative tasks.  Examples of potential assessment strategies:


•oral/visual presentations, critiques, discussions


•written reflections, critiques, analyses 


•exhibition/demonstration of processes, procedures, behaviours, skills, techniques, etc.


•quizzes, tests, examinations


•student self-assessments, peer assessments and teacher anecdotal observation, checklists, rating scales, rubrics








Learning Skills:


Responsibility


Organization


Independent Work


Collaboration


Initiative


Self-regulation








Final Mark





Year’s Work:


Term 1 + Term 2	=	      70%





Final Summative Evaluation    	30%


Independent Study Unit =  20%


Portfolio Review =  	10%





Credit Value: 1.0


Prerequisite:  AWQ3M, AVI3M (or other visual art offered at the grade 11 combined college/university level)








Evaluation 


Each term will include some or all of the following tasks:


•large and small-group discussions


•major darkroom/digital/studio/creative projects


•visual problem solving


•textbook readings 


•peer tutoring


•homework assignments


•independent study


•collaborative/cooperative work


•written critiques


•short oral presentations











Evaluation Profile





Achievement Categories


Student achievement in this course will be evaluated out of 100% using the Achievement Chart for the Arts and the following weighting and criteria.  Each achievement category contains criteria that are scaled across four levels of performance, each of which corresponds to a numerical percentage range (Level 1:50-59%, Level 2: 60-69%, Level 3: 70-79%, Level 4: 80-100%).





Weighting


25%  Thinking (Reflecting, Responding, Analyzing and Creating & Presenting)


•Involves the use of critical and creative thinking skills and/or processes


•Students will use planning skills (formulating questions, focusing research, gathering information, organizing projects), processing skills (analyzing, evaluating, inferring, interpreting, forming conclusions), and critical/creating thinking processes (creative process, design process, problem solving, reflection, elaboration)


25%  Knowledge/Understanding (Creating & Presenting and Foundations)


•Students will show an understanding of the concepts, theories, ideas, procedures, processes and methodologies of visual art and visual literacy including: design, composition, art history, community and personal applications. This understanding will be demonstrated by the student in his/her practical studio work, written assignments, tests, sketchbook/visual research notebook/log, and culminating/summative activities. 


20%  Communication 


•Communication involves the conveying of meaning through various forms including: the effective expression and organization of ideas and information in artwork, with consideration of different audiences and purposes (ie. appropriate expression in critical responses, expression of emotion in artwork; the use of conventions in artwork (eg. symbols), and appropriate vocabulary and terminology specific to the art form)


30%  Application (Foundations, Reflecting, Responding, Analyzing and Creating & Presenting)


•Application involves the use and transfer of knowledge, techniques, processes, concepts, technologies and skills to make connections within and between various contexts





Final Summative Student Evaluation


The following activities are weighted at 30% of the final mark:


•Culminating Task  = 20%: Students will demonstrate skills through the documentation of their inquiry and in the creation of a cohesive set of artworks.


•Final Written Analysis and Portfolio Presentation = 10%: Students are expected to prepare for, write, and present a detailed, reflective analysis of their research, influences, process, and culminating artworks.





Learning Skills 


Learning skills may be included as a part of some of the curriculum expectations.  However, the separate evaluation and reporting of the learning skills on the report card reflects their critical role in students’ achievement of the curriculum expectations. The six learning skills are: Responsibility, Organization, Independent Work, Collaboration, Initiative, and Self Regulation. The learning skills are evaluated using a four-point scale (E–Excellent, G–Good, S–Satisfactory, N–Needs Improvement).  Learning skills are observed on an ongoing basis by the teacher and are a part of the assessment of every studio project.  Checklists or rubrics are typically used to assess learning skills.





Units of Study


Due to the nature of the course and to meet the needs of individual classes, some units/topics may be covered simultaneously at the discretion of the teacher.  Critique and analysis is expected with each shoot or studio project.





Media Exploration and Composition


The Artist as Cultural Fact-Finder and Experimenter


The Artist as Social/Cultural Contributor


The Artist as Reflective and Conceptual Thinker


The Artist as Independent Thinker:  Culminating Projects
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