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Birchmount Park C.I. staff believes that all students can be successful in academic pathways. Varied and differentiated approaches to course work and assessments / evaluations will be utilized to support all students. 





Course Description/Rationale/Overview:





This course provides students with opportunities to think critically about theories, questions, and issues related to anthropology, psychology, and sociology. Students will develop an understanding of the approaches and research methods used by social scientists. They will be given opportunities to explore theories from a variety of perspectives, to conduct social science research, and to become familiar with current thinking on a range of issues within the three disciplines.











Supports for Student Learning:





All teachers are available for extra help for students and consultation parents & guardians.  Each semester, teachers will announce and post information regarding times and location of extra-help sessions.  Parents are welcome to call 416-396-6704 (ext. 20257) to set up a mutually convenient time to meet with or to talk to their child’s teacher.





Students with Individual Education Plans can access supports through the GLE1O9 course, the Resource Room as well as supports form their classroom teacher. Students have ready access to computers through the Resource Room. 





S.T.Y.L.E is an afterschool academic support program. The program runs on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. Students are required to sign up for this program. Please contact the Guidance Department or a Vice-principal.





BPCI Teachers use “Teach Assist” which is a web-based mark book that can be accessed by students and parent / guardians at any time. The link to Teach Assist is on the School Website. Access requires the student’s Trillium student number. Students will need a password, which teachers will assist students with. 





GOOGLE Classroom – supports easy access to class information and subject materials.








Course /Department Policies:





All students are expected to meet school expectations for meeting key dates for course assignments and evaluations as well as following BPCI policies regarding late assignments, missed tests and academic honesty.  All of these policies are clearly outlined in the Student Agenda Book and are posted on the school website:  � HYPERLINK "http://schoolweb.tdsb.on.ca/birchmountpark/" �http://schoolweb.tdsb.on.ca/birchmountpark/�





Evaluation Due Dates: assignments, projects, presentations, quizzes, tests etc.


Key due dates are set in advance and are shared with students. Please note the following:


An unexcused absence (skipping) results in a mark of zero.


If you know you are going to miss a test, speak to the teacher beforehand to discuss your options in order to  reschedule the test and avoid receiving a zero grade.


If you are ill and miss a test, you must speak to your teacher the next day to make arrangements to write the missed test.  Your parent or guardian must send a note with you confirming your illness.  Otherwise a mark of zero will be recorded.





Please refer to “Birchmount Park C.I. Student Agenda 2019/2020 – Assessment & Evaluation Policies”





Academic Honesty: Please refer to “Birchmount Park C. I. Agenda 2019/2020 – Academic Honesty”
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Learning Skills:





Learning Skills are skills and habits which are essential to success in school and in the workplace.  The Learning Skills evaluated are: working independently; work habits/homework; teamwork; initiative; organization





Teachers report achievement of learning skills by using letter symbols: N = Needs Improvement, S = Satisfactory, G = Good,  E = Excellent.  Learning skills clearly affect levels of achievement, but they are not part of the evaluation of achievement and are not included in the midterm mark or final course mark.





Skills for Success:


Be present and actively involved in class every day 


Self-Advocacy – ask for help as needed


Complete all assignments on time


Come prepared for class (i.e. pencils, binder, calculator) 


Bring a positive attitude to learning.





Achievement Categories and Weighting:





The achievement chart provides a standard, province-wide method for teachers to use in assessing and evaluating their students’ achievement.  Students are evaluated according to the major categories or strands in each course.  Ministry of Education curriculum documents provide detailed description of student achievement levels.





In this course, students are evaluated in four achievement categories, according to the weightings shown:





Knowledge/Understanding�
25%�
�
Thinking/Inquiry�
25%�
�
Communication�
25%�
�
Application�
25%�
�



70% Mark on Course Work


Students need to demonstrate achievement of all the overall expectations of the course.  70% of the final mark in the course will be based on work done prior to the culminating activities.  Evaluations that are late, missing, and/or incomplete will affect a student’s 70% grade.





Course work will be organized around 4 strands of learning:


Research and Inquiry Skills 


Anthropology 


Psychology 


Sociology 








30% Culminating Activity and Exam





Culminating assessments will be comprised of 2 sections:





Culminating activity is worth 15% of the total mark


 Exam is worth 15% of the total mark





The mark for the final report card will be the sum of the 70% mark and the 30% culminating activity and exam.
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Overall Expectations:





RESEARCH AND INQUIRY SKILLS





A1. Exploring: explore topics related to anthropology, psychology, and sociology, and formulate questions appropriate to each discipline to guide their research; 





A2. Investigating: create research plans, and locate and select information relevant to their chosen topics, using appropriate social science research and inquiry methods;





 A3. Processing Information: assess, record, analyse, and synthesize information gathered through research and inquiry; 





A4. Communicating and Reflecting: communicate the results of their research and inquiry clearly and effectively, and reflect on and evaluate their research, inquiry, and communication skills.





ANTHROPOLOGY





B1. Theories, Perspectives, and Methodologies: demonstrate an understanding of major theories, perspectives, and research methods in anthropology;


 


B2. Explaining Human Behaviour and Culture: use an anthropological perspective to explain how diverse factors influence and shape human behaviour and culture; 





B3. Socialization: use a cultural anthropology perspective to explain patterns of human socialization.





PSYCHOLOGY





C1. Theories, Perspectives, and Methodologies: demonstrate an understanding of major theories, perspectives, and research methods in psychology; 





C2. Explaining Human Mental Processes and Behaviour: use a psychological perspective to explain how diverse factors influence and shape human mental processes and behaviour; 





C3. Socialization: use a psychological perspective to analyse patterns of socialization.





SOCIOLOGY





D1. Theories, Perspectives, and Methodologies: demonstrate an understanding of major theories, perspectives, and research methods in sociology; 





D2. Explaining Social Behaviour: use a sociological perspective to explain how diverse factors influence and shape individual and group social behaviour; 





D3. Socialization: use a sociological perspective to explain patterns of socialization.









































