Blaydon Public School Parent Council
Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, 16 December - Summary for Parents, School Staff, and Council
Members

Opening and Attendance

The Parent Council convened at Blaydon Public School on Tuesday, 16
December at 9:00 a.m. in the school library. In attendance were Principal
Valerio, Co-Chairs Derya Yakima and Jahmar Speid, several teaching staff
representatives, and parents.

School Council Updates:

SNA Allocation Advocacy- an overview of the recent removal of a .5 Special
Needs Assistant (SNA) allocation was provided. The council examined the
direct impact on student support, noting particular concern regarding students
with learning and behavioural needs. Parents were encouraged to contact the
school board to advocate for the reinstatement of the SNA allocation. An
information sheet will be distributed to all families, outlining the change and
providing suggestions for effective advocacy. Recent survey feedback from
families reflected strong support for ongoing advocacy regarding SNA
allocation.

Council Funding Strategies and Budget Priorities-The council reviewed income-
generating initiatives, including ongoing fundraising campaigns and community
partnerships. It was agreed to prioritize funding for academic enrichment,
literacy and numeracy resources, and extracurricular activities. A commitment
to transparent collaboration between the council and school administration
was emphasized to ensure financial decisions align with both student and
institutional needs. The Parent Council budget was reviewed, highlighting how
it can effectively support community initiatives and benefit all Blaydon staff
and students. Collaboration with Blaydon teachers is underway to identify
areas where Parent Council support would be most beneficial, with survey
results scheduled for review in January 2026.

Parent Engagement-



The council expressed gratitude for continued parental generosity in donating
items to the school, which directly benefit student learning and support school
initiatives. Donation categories were discussed, with parents collaborating to
ensure donations are aligned with identified school needs.

Principal’s School Updates:

School Improvement Plan (SIP)-Principal Valerio delivered an update on the
School Improvement Plan (SIP), which aims to enhance outcomes in math,
writing, and reading. Data from the latest EQAO (Education Quality and
Accountability Office) assessment indicate stable reading scores, with
opportunities for growth in math and writing. Support strategies include
differentiated instruction, teacher professional development and teacher
inquiries, and centrally assigned assistance.

School Programs and Initiatives- Eye examinations through Model Schools (for
kdg, grade 5s and new students) were conducted earlier this term, with results
communicated to families.

The violin program continues for students in grades 3, 4. & 5 and has received
positive feedback from both students and parents. Several other
extracurriculars are running such as: recorders, library helpers, dance club, co-
ed volleyball, the kindness club.

Other special events include: Indigenous performer visit in November, monthly
character assemblies and upcoming Kindness Week.

Approval of the Blaydon mascot was also announced, with plans for its
inclusion in school spirit wear beginning in 2026.

The school budget overview was shared as well as the school’s Emergency
Plans.

The Models Schools for Inner Cities, Parent, Caregiver & Community Engagement
Worker, Parminder Dhillon was introduced. He outlined their role and
responsibilities, and upcoming opportunities for parent collaboration and
participation in workshops were discussed. Parents are invited to communicate
directly with the specialist for any questions or concerns.

Next Steps and Adjournment




» Distribute the SNA information sheet to families and coordinate advocacy
efforts.

» Continue investigating new fundraising initiatives and review budget
allocations at the next council meeting.

» Collect feedback on the advocacy strategy regarding the loss of .5 SNA
allocation.
» Gather input on parent council budget expenditure planning to ensure

alignment with school, parent, and board priorities.

» Schedule a follow-up meeting to assess progress on SIP goals and Model
School initiatives.

» The meeting adjourned at 10:00 a.m.

» The next Parent Council meeting is scheduled for March 2026.

Minutes prepared by Parent Council Co-Chairs Derya Yakin and Jahmar Speid.



