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January is routinely a month for renewed goal setting and continued hard work in all of our 

classrooms.  This year has been no exception. Children have busily been working in their 

classrooms JK-grade 8 on Literacy and Mathematics, learning volleyball and basketball skills in 

the gym while improving their fitness levels, listening to and writing poetry as well as learning 

new technology skills in our Information Centre.  Young learners unlock the keys to early 

literacy and numeracy skills, while our grade 8 students make course selections for continued 

education in grade 9.   

 

We have enjoyed many school wide activities and we have many more activities planned for 

February and March to brighten winter days.  We invite you to check with your children 

regularly.  We strive to make each day at David Lewis special for our children.  By design, many 

activities encourage school wide or buddying involvement.  It is our hope that this kind of 

organization of activities encourages a caring, safe, respectful school community that nurtures 

and values all students equally as they develop and grow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents often wonder how we decide whether it's too cold 

to allow our students out in the schoolyard for recess.  

 

Fresh air and exercise are important for children. It keeps 

them physically fit, and helps them stay alert all through 

the school day. Parents can help by making sure their 

children come to school prepared to spend time outdoors. 

Hats, mitts, boots and a warm jacket are important to keep 

students comfortable during lunch and recess. 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S 

MESSAGE 

By Karen Peach 

Making the best of Winter Weather at School 
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But extreme cold can be dangerous, and parents want to know that their children will be safe. 

When the temperature is predicted to drop below -15˚C, the City of Toronto may declare a cold 

weather alert. Schools are very sensitive to the needs of our students and pay close attention to 

the weather, especially when the wind chill is below -20˚C.  When temperature and wind chill 

measure -28˚C or lower, students are kept indoors.  

 

The TDSB Severe Weather Protocol is flexible and principals can make a decision that meets the 

needs of his or her school. It sets guidelines for when to allow students outside for recess, when 

to make outdoor breaks shorter, and when to keep students inside altogether.  

 

Canadian winters can be wonderful but when the weather is cold, school staff keeps an eye on 

the thermometer and the other on the needs of our students - a perfect balance of fun and safety. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flu season is here again. Ontarians are encouraged to 

avoid getting sick this flu season by getting their annual flu 

shot. This year it is 72% effective against the flu strain! 

 

Toronto Public Health is recommending that whenever 

students and staff experience flu-like symptoms, they are 

sent home and do not return to school until they are no 

longer infectious to others. Therefore, ill students and staff 

should be symptom-free (especially from vomiting and 

diarrhea) for at least 48 hours before returning to school.  

 

The primary concern is for the health and safety of all students and staff.  Please note that no 

special measures are required when there is a case of influenza in a school or daycare. However, 

everyone should do their part to stop the spread of the flu. As parents, you can also assist by: 

 

- reminding children to wash their hands often especially after using the washroom and before 

and after eating; 

- reminding children to cover their sneeze and cough;  

- watching for symptoms of vomiting, diarrhea, dizziness, and/or high fever; 

- informing the school if your child is ill; 

- keeping your child at home when he/she is ill.  

 

For more information, please visit the Toronto Public Health website www.toronto.ca/health, 

contact your family doctor, or Telehealth Ontario. 1-866-797-0000. 

 

 

 

 

Stay Healthy During Flu Season  
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Math Caribou Contest 
Our students love math……they are so devoted and so eager to participate in the math contest.  

They arrive refreshed early in the morning and can’t wait to sit in the library with computers and 

chrome books turned on…….Students from Grade 3-8 work in the library…..focused and 

attentive…… They don’t even realize what’s going on around them! 

  

 

 

Multicultural Day 2019 
Multicultural Day is a day to celebrate the diverse characteristics of places around the world, and 

to help our students come to the realization that although we have many differences, there is a 

common thread that we all share.  This annual event gives our intermediates an opportunity to 

ask questions, research and gather information, and to come to conclusions, all while embracing 

the interesting aspects of the country of their choice.   The students are expected to examine a 

country from various perspectives and on a variety of topics in order to become an ‘expert’. 

 

The goal of this project is to consider a country through the lens of the Five Themes of 

Geography while using the inquiry process to formulate questions, gather and organize 

information, interpret and analyze, evaluate and draw conclusions, and to clearly communicate 

all that they have learned.  This project was assessed across many areas of the Intermediate 

Curriculum in the following ways: 

 

1. Geography – Five Themes of Geography and Inquiry Skills 

2. Science – Connections to Geography and Science 

3. Reading and Writing – Research skills 

4. Oral Communication – Oral presentation 

5. Media – Advertising your country to attract visitors 

6. Drama – How well you become a character to represent your country 

7. Music – Traditional music, instruments, or pop culture 

 

Students had also prepared food items that represented their country which they could serve to 

visitors in the gym.  Students from all grades in the school were scheduled to visit the booths for 

thirty minutes and bought food items to sample. Parents were also welcomed to visit and enjoy 

this special day with our intermediates.  The day was celebrated with a lovely lunch of Greek, 

Italian and Chinese food for our intermediates served by the teaching staff.  The Information 

Boards are on display in our lower halls for students and parents to view at their pleasure.  This 

was an exceptional day of learning.   

 

This year, a lot of new countries were being researched which provided many new experiences 

for students.  Thanks to all the intermediate teachers for their efforts to make this event so 

successful! 
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Each class visits the gym!  Welcome 

to our party……. we are enjoying 

food from different countries ….  

yum yum! 
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Uzbekistan 
We learned a lot about this 

country and other countries as 

well.  It was really fun to be the 

first group to do Uzbekistan. 

Turkey 
The presentation for 

Multicultural Day is painful 

(working and researching 

for more than a month)!  

Although it’s hard work, in 

the end, we had a great time.  

We were a perfect group.  

We learned a lot and had 

fun! 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 

We were happy to be the first group to work and 

research Bosnia and Herzegovina.  It’s a lot of work 

but we learned at the same time.  We just did not like 

the food part because we are not good chefs! 
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  Iceland 
This was a very interesting country to research!   It was a 

once in a lifetime experience.   

Nigeria 
Doing Nigeria was truly amazing.  Nigeria is so 

fascinating.  We learned so much about its history, 

art and food.  It was awesome. 
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  St. Vincent The Grenadines 

We chose to do this country because of Mrs. Wall (she 

came from there).  It was a lot of work researching, but we 

learned a lot.   

Chile 
Welcome!  Did you know Chile has the largest 

pool in the world?  We loved our costumes…… 

Philippines 

Multicultural Day was really fun! 
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Vietnam 
As a group, we enjoyed making the food and 

learning about Vietnam.  We also liked the different 

things we learned. 

Japan 
Being a part of Japan was definitely a moment of a 

lifetime.  Teaching children about Japan was great 

as well.  We made lots of sushi (everybody knows 

that is the signature food item), and everyone likes 

it.  Thank you for your support, we sold all the 

food we prepared.  Lots of fun! 


