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Welcome back to another year of learning at our fine school.  It is my privilege to be Principal at David 

Lewis and to lead our staff and your children as we learn and grow together. 

 

As per Ministry guidelines, there was some movement of children on September 24th as we formed an 

additional grade 5/6 class.  All of this is now a well-established routine and everyone is well settled.  I 

appreciate the co-operation of our teachers and our parents as we worked carefully and thoughtfully 

through this province wide exercise. 

 

We continue to grow at our school.  Our population is presently at 492 students.  We occupy every 

teaching/learning space in our school and we have six portables that house our Junior Division students 

outside.  In an effort to always ensure the safety of our students, I responded to a concern expressed by 

one of our parents about safe access to the school building and we installed an additional card key access 

mechanism on Door Two outside Room 104 and 105.  It is my hope that the students in Portable 1 and 2 

will find this a faster, safer and more convenient way to enter our building.  As many of you are aware, in 

the interest of school wide safety that parents are asked to come to the school office before proceeding to 

any classroom.  In this way, we can track any adult movement in the school.  Thank you! 

 

Once again, we are caught up in the bustle of another busy October.  Much of our classroom and school 

activity has focused for the past weeks around soccer and cross country practices, as well as our 

preparations/assessments for the progress report cards.  

 

School Council Meeting 
 

We are delighted to report that our first Council Meeting on October 9
th
 was very well attended as was 

our Meet the Teacher Night on October 2
nd

.  I believe that this increased attendance was because of the 

new “APP” that was developed by our Council Chair and Co-Chair last year.  I believe there are already 

over 180 parents who are on line touching base over educational issues and best practices.  Both our 

Council Chair, Janaki Thiyagarajan and Co-Chair, Mr. Ko are eager to talk and work with all of us 

towards shared community/school goals. 

 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S 

MESSAGE 

By Karen Peach 
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Chocolate Fundraising 
 

Our first chocolate fundraising event started on 

September 18
th
 and ended on October 9

th
.  This 

year again, we partnered with World’s 

Finest Chocolate, Lamontagne/Laura Secord 

Chocolate to provide us with a product to 

sell to our community.  The variety box of 

30 chocolate bars for $2.00 each was 

embraced by our family and friends in our 

community.  Prizes were handed out on 

October 12
th

 to the top 60 sellers.  With the 

money raised, we hope to purchase more 

library books, more STEM & STEAM 

materials, reconditioned computers for the lab, provide Scientists in school presentations and 

purchase more gym equipment for all divisions.  We sincerely thank our students and their 

parents for your support.   
 

Heritage Language Programme 
 

As many of you know, additional Mandarin classes have been added to extend the Heritage Language 

Programme that is offered at David Lewis on Wednesday evenings.  Over 180 students attend this 

programme and use 8 classrooms.  It is important for parents to bring their children on time and report 

absences.  It is also critical that parents check in to the office and do not walk up and down our halls.  

Pick up needs to be prompt and should be done by the same parent or caregiver each night so that the 

teachers become accustomed to the parents of their students.  All classes will line up in front of the office 

at the beginning of the evening and will be dismissed from in front of the office at the end of classes.  

With these routines in place, we can ensure safety for all! 

 

Safety for Students 
 

We continue to struggle with parking at our school and we are part of a Traffic Study to examine 

practices at and around the school.  While our parking lot was supposed to be paved and extended with 

more parking spots, we are running out of pleasant paving weather and I fear that this job will be delayed 

until the Spring.  Using the drop off circle is still the best and fastest way to drop your child at school.  

Do not park around the circle at any time!  This is especially true at the 3:15 p.m. dismissal time.  Police 

are going to continue to issue tickets to cars that are illegally parked. The newly positioned speed bumps 

and our crossing guard have been very well received and have resulted in slower car movement along the 

road which ultimately results in increased safety for our children.  We appreciate the efforts of our 

Council Chair and Co-Chair as well as our Councillor, Jim Karygiannis.  Slower traffic means increased 

safety. 

 

 

School Correspondence/Agenda/Google Classroom 
 
It is critical that information we put on line or send home be reviewed regularly.  Please check your 

child’s bag to read messages and memos that are sent home.  Many are translated for your convenience.  

Also, the school agenda is an essential communication tool between parents and teachers.  The student’s 

agenda is used to write down all homework and assignments that are sent home by the teacher.  It is 

important that parents check your child’s agenda every night to make sure all assignments are completed 

and submitted by the due dates. 
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Student Attendance 
 

To ensure that our students receive the maximum instructional time, we will be ringing our morning and 

afternoon bells at 8:40 a.m. and 12:35 p.m.  Children will line up at their door as usual and be admitted to 

their classes.  Please be diligent about your children’s arrival to school on time.  Punctuality is a critical 

skill to learn and practice.  We will contact you if lateness becomes a problem.  Thank you for your 

support.  If your child does arrive late it is critical that they go to the office to obtain an Admit Slip.  

This avoids frightening phone calls home to check for absences.   

 

One measure of keeping our students safe is to ensure we can account for any absences or reasons for 

being late to school. We would like to remind you that if your child is going to be absent or late for any 

reason, we ask that you contact the school immediately and report the reason for the absence. If we are 

not informed about the absence, we will make attempts to contact you through our automated call-out 

system to determine the reason for the absence.  Please let the office know by calling the school if your 

contact information, including phone number, changes at any time throughout the school year.  Thank you 

for your continued cooperation to keep your children safe and accounted for. 

 

Lunch Time 
 

Once again, we have many students who are staying for lunch – presently over 350 students.  If your child 

is staying for lunch on a regular basis, I will be checking with all students and their parents to make sure 

that alternate arrangements cannot be made.  All students staying for lunch must stay on the school 

grounds.  Your cooperation and support is needed.  Your children benefit from a break at lunch.  Please 

make arrangements for them to come home if at all possible.  On rainy days please do not send them back 

to school before 12:30 p.m.  

 
As the days get colder it is critical that students are dressed for the weather.  Heavier coats, hats, mitts and 

later, boots, are critical to enjoy our Canadian winter.  Please ensure that your child is equipped to enjoy 

recesses and lunchtime outside. 

 

Meet the Teacher Night 
 
Our Meet the Teacher Night was well attended by over 300 parents on October 2

nd
.  Teachers prepared 

curriculum expectations for the first term which were available for parents.  As always, the teachers at 

David Lewis are always willing and available to discuss your concerns about your child’s academic or 

social progress/needs at any time in the school day.  Please call the office if you need to speak to your 

child’s teacher to arrange an appointment. 

 

Terry Fox Walk 
 

Our Terry Fox Walk was on Friday, September 28
th
.  Students were encouraged to donate a loonie in 

support of this worthwhile cause.  We will be sending a cheque to the Terry Fox Research Foundation to 

further cancer research.  Thank you to Mrs. McKeag for ensuring that every student in the school knew 

the Terry Fox story.  This year our school celebrated our 30
th
 year anniversary walking for Terry.  A 

special pennant which will be presented by Lisa Cole of the Terry Fox Foundation on November 2
nd

 will 

be very memorable.  Cancer will be beaten! 
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Clubs in School 
 

Eco Club, under the leadership of Mr s. Mangaloglu, Ms. Valentini, Ms. Pun and Ms. Addageethala 

continue to raise awareness on how to recycle and reuse, as well as to minimize our carbon footstep. The 

first event is once again working with Bag2School for the months of October/November to 

collect unwanted clothing for recycling.  Bag2School is an organization that was formed to 

increase community awareness of the importance of textile recycling and help achieve 

fundraising goals by diverting unwanted clothing from our landfills.   
 

Math Club, under the leadership of Mrs. Kumar, Ms. Fung and Ms. Pun continues to inspire and extend 

learning for our youngsters as they become involved in the busy life at our fine school at lunch time.   

Our first Math Caribou Contest took place on Oct. 27
th
 in the Library.  Sivan Xu from Grade 8 scored 

21/21 questions correct and came 8
th
 amongst 11,300 students from all over the world!  Congratulations 

Sivan!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Portable 6 – Lunch & Learn 
Since September, Mr. Jackson's grade 4/5 class has done a great job really recognizing why it’s 

important to make healthy food choices and what a balanced diet looks like. To commemorate 

these amazing goals, the students hosted a luncheon that included all four food groups! Thank 

you to all the parents for their support! 
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 Cross Country Meet 
Under the leadership of Mrs. Constantaras, Mrs. Sewell, Ms. Valentini, and Mr. Bhatia; 84 students from 

grade 3-8 competed in their first cross-country meet at Earl Bales Park on October 4
th
 against 30 other 

schools.  As always, your children were well supervised by staff who accompanied Mrs. Constantaras for 

the day.  We appreciate the interest of our parents who continue to support us as we encourage our 

students to be active and to develop their talents and skills!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Grade 3 boys and girls decided to have a group picture before they set off for the meet 

 

By: Ms. Constantaras 

Congratulations to ALL Cross Country runners from Grades 3 to 8!   On Oct. 4th we had 2 buses 

with 84 students represent David Lewis at the North Conference Qualifiers for Cross Country. It 

was a beautiful day at Earl Bales Park full of school spirit, good sportsmanship, and strong 

runners.  A special thanks to all the parents who came out to support the runners along the course 

and at the finish line.  All of the training paid off as 7 runners moved on to the North Conference 

Finals. The students were:  Tommy Huang, Karen Guan, Eric Li, Vlad Vucovan, Anna Qin, 

Phoebe Zou, and Jessica Pu.  At the Finals, on Oct. 16th it was a sunny day but cold and windy 

at times. Despite the weather we had some outstanding finishes but most importantly everyone 

ran their best race regardless of how they placed! We're proud of all of you! 
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Jr. Boys  & Girls Soccer Teams 
Under the leadership of Mrs. McKeag, Mrs. Rasmus and Ms. Pun, our Jr. Boys Soccer Team 

played on Oct. 11
th

 and Oct. 24
th

 at Beverly Glen.  Our Jr. Girls Soccer Team also played their 

first game on Oct. 19
th

.  A special thanks to parents who came out to support the teams. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Professional Activity Day 
Oct. 5

th
 was our first PA Day.  Teachers from all divisions gathered in the Library for an in-

service on effective Math instruction.  It was an amazing morning of thoughtful discussion and 

the sharing of best practices.  Congratulations to Mrs. Wall and Mrs. Mangaloglu for their 

detailed and thoughtful planning! 
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UNICEF Fundraising 
Thank you to our Grade 7/8 students who organized a fundraising event from Oct 24

th
 to Oct 26

th
 

to raise funds for all needy children around the world.  The three-day event has raised $1,225, 

what a great effort by our intermediate students!   Congratulations and thank you to our school 

population for your support!  Officer Claudia even bought our goodies! 
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Halloween at David Lewis 
 The intermediate students spent days to transform the Art Room and the Science Lab into 2 

haunted houses.    
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Halloween Staff Luncheon 
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Officer Claudia is Here! 
Police Officer Claudia came on Oct. 22

nd
 and Oct. 23

rd
  

to present talks to all students about safety. 

 

 

The Lunch Lady 
 

Parents expressed an interest last year in any programme that offered hot lunches at a reasonable 

cost.  In response to this interest, our Council invited the “Lunch Lady” to make a presentation at 

our first Council Meeting.  The result has been an interest by 47 parents to use this service for 

their children.  The school has very little to do with this programme besides the initial sharing of 

it with the community.  The Lunch Lady brings the food for the students that have placed an 

order in advance on line and bills are paid on line to the company.  This company is active in 

many schools and has run successfully for over 20 years.  I thank our parents for their interest to 

provide hot, nutritious lunches for their children.  Further information is available in the office or 

from the Lunch Lady.  The programme will start on Nov 6
th

. 

 

EQAO Results 2017-2018 
 

Congratulations to our grade 4 and grade 7 students.  Upon examination of the EQAO data from last May, 

I am very pleased to see that our students continue to exceed Board and Provincial expectations.  Our fine 

teaching team is to be congratulated for their continued efforts to deliver high quality curriculum that 

engages, broadens and extends learning at our fine school! 

 

Each family has been sent the individual student results for parents to examine at their leisure.  I am very 

pleased with the results that have been achieved by my teachers and your children.  We will continue to 

ensure that all students at all levels are meaningfully instructed with rich curriculum.  The achievements 

of our grade 3’s and grade 6’s have been included for everyone to view.  We continue to respond 

thoughtfully to the grade 6 mathematics results.  While far above the Board average, we will continue to 

evaluate our instructional practice and student learning. 

 

# of G3 

students 

Method1 Method 2 

Reading 

Levels 3/4 

Writing 

Levels 3/4 

Math 

Levels 3/4 

Reading 

Levels 3/4 

Writing 

Levels 3/4 

Math 

Levels 3/4 

48 90% 92% 79% 96% 98% 84% 

 

# of G6 

students 

Method1 Method 2 

Reading 

Levels 3/4 

Writing 

Levels 3/4 

Math 

Levels 3/4 

Reading 

Levels 3/4 

Writing 

Levels 3/4 

Math 

Levels 3/4 

39 90% 92% 72% 92% 95% 74% 
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Upcoming Events  
 

October 30
th

   Mental Health Presentation to parents of Grade 4-8 students 

   by Social Worker, Ms. Lenka Covelli and Public Health Nurse,  

Sandy Choi 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. in Music Room 

 

November 7
th

  Grade 8 to 9 Transitions Meeting in Music Room at 6:00 p.m. by 

Guidance Counsellor, Ms. Elysa Tarascio 

 

November 9
th

   Room 104 / 204 and ESL students to Toronto Zoo 

 

November 12
th

  Report cards go home 

   Ward Forum, Ms. Manna Wong at 6:30 p.m. 

 

November 14
th

  Bethune Band Day 

 

November 14
th 

& 15
th

  Report Card Interview Nights 

 

November 16
th

  Morning Interviews 

 

November 23
rd

  Portable 4 & 6 to Legoland. 

 

November 27
th

  Presentation to JK/SK parents in staffroom by Kindergarten teachers. 

   “Supporting our youngest learners” from 8:50 a.m. to 9:50 a.m. 

 

December 13
th

  Christmas Concert 

 

 

Visitors into School 
 

For student safety, parents/visitors are not allowed to walk around the school building 

or go upstairs for any reason without notifying the office during the day.  It is critical 

for parents/visitors to report to the office as soon as they walk into the school. 
 

访客进入学校 
为了学生的安全，父母和访客不得在学校大楼周围闲逛， 

特别是在白天没有通知办公室的情况下上楼。 

父母和访客在走进学校的那一刻向办公室报到这一点至关重要。 


