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The Year Ahead:
Educational Planning and Course 

Selection Process

Choices for Nine

• Planning for the coming year is a process

• Begins now and ends in February

www.tdsb.on.ca/GoingtoHighSchool



Goals For The Evening:
To inform parents/guardians and students to 

make two decisions:

Decision #1: Which Secondary School?

Decision #2: Which Open Houses? 

Choices for Nine
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https://www.tdsb.on.ca/Portals/0/

docs/Choices%202021-22.pdf

Choices for Nine

CHOICES:  Course Selection and Planning Guide

Choices: Secondary Schools Course 
Selection & Planning Guide is 
published online annually to 
encourage parents and students to 
keep themselves informed about 
the opportunities available to them, 
both in and beyond secondary 
school. It is the goal of this 
publication to provide information 
that will help with the decision-
making process that must occur 
around the course selection 
process.

https://www.tdsb.on.ca/Portals/0/docs/Choices%202021-22.pdf


Secondary_School_Information_Guide_2021-2022.pdf (tdsb.on.ca)

Choices for Nine

CHOICES:  9 – 12 Placemat

The ‘Choices: 9-12 
Placemat’ is your 
planning tool for 
TDSB high school. It 
outlines the step-by-
step process for 
choosing courses 
and can help you 
make decisions each 
year.

https://www.tdsb.on.ca/Portals/0/docs/Secondary_School_Information_Guide_2021-2022.pdf
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What Can Families Do to Help Students Make 
the Best Choices?

• Access and investigate myBlueprint career planning tool

• Attend Secondary Virtual Information Evenings/Open 
Houses

• Choose courses of interest

• Discuss future plans

• Stay involved and connected with the school

• Connect with Guidance counsellors at the High School
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Accessing myBlueprint.ca/tdsb
Online educational & career planning tool for students and parents

www.myBlueprint.ca/tdsb

http://www.myblueprint.ca/tdsb


TDSB Grade 8 Selections - myblueprint

Course Selection with myBlueprint

https://myblueprint.wistia.com/medias/mcpvp77lbu?wvideo=mcpvp77lbu
https://myblueprint.wistia.com/medias/mcpvp77lbu?wvideo=mcpvp77lbu


• Total of 30 course credits
– 18 compulsory courses
– 12 elective courses

• 40 Hours Community Involvement
– Begins in summer after Grade 8

• Ontario Literacy Requirement
- Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test

Ontario Schools, Kindergarten to Grade 12:
Policy & Program Requirements, 2011

What Are the Graduation Requirements?
Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD)
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What Is Your 
Home High School?
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www.tdsb.on.ca
Click on “Find your School”

Find Your School
Choices for Nine



Find your school by selecting how you want to search.

Find Your School
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Considerations When
Choosing a High School

• The range of subjects and programs offered in each grade
• Semestered and Non-semestered schedules
• The size of the school – big or small settings
• The range of  extracurricular activities, clubs and sports 

offered
• The supports available for English Language Learners and 

students with special education needs
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Considerations When
Choosing a High School
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Information Evenings/Open Houses
at the High Schools

• Program and school specific information is shared

• Updated dates and times of High School Information 
Evenings are posted on the TDSB website and can be 
accessed using the link:

https://www.tdsb.on.ca/High-School/Going-to-High-
School/Open-Houses-and-Information-Nights

Choices for Nine

https://www.tdsb.on.ca/High-School/Going-to-High-School/Open-Houses-and-Information-Nights


Website:  TDSB.on.ca
Choices for Nine
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Choosing Course Types
https://www.tdsb.on.ca/High-School/Guidance/Course-Types

As a high school student, you will have important choices to make that will 
open doors to your future, including the selection of your courses throughout 
high school.

Academic (Grades 9 and 10)
• Cover the core content and have an emphasis on theoretical and conceptual 
learning

• Example: English - ENG1D

Open (Grades 9-12)

• Learning expectations are the same for all students

• Designed to prepare students for further study and to enrich general 
education in a subject

• Can be counted as compulsory or elective credits

• Example: Health and Physical Education - PPL1O

Choices for Nine

https://www.tdsb.on.ca/High-School/Guidance/Course-Types


What Happens if My Child 
Does Not Pass a Course?

• Students may repeat the course in summer school –
research suggests this is the most effective way to “catch-
up” and move on to the next grade level

• Students may be recommended for “Credit Recovery” –
research suggests this is the next-best way to “catch-up”

• Students may repeat the course in the next semester or 
year – research suggests this is the least effective way for 
students to “catch-up” and move on to the next grade 
level
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What Kinds of Programs Are 
Available to High School 

Students?
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1.  Going to Home High School
(Simple Process)

2.  Optional Attendance 
(Applying to other high schools)

3.  French Immersion

4.  Specialized Programs
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Optional Attendance
• Students are encouraged to attend the high school within the 

catchment area of their residential address (home school)

• Use an Optional Attendance Application Form (PR545) when applying 
to a school other than your home school

• *Specialized Programs may have earlier deadlines*
Please review school specific deadlines for more information.

• Forms will be available online and at the elementary schools in 
November.

• Specific information regarding Optional Attendance Procedures will 
be communicated to students and families in early January

www.tdsb.on.ca/FindyourSchool/OptionalAttendance
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Optional Attendance

Students may apply to:

• up to 2 specialized programs and 

• up to 2 regular programs

through optional attendance for a TOTAL MAXIMUM of 4 
optional attendance applications. 

www.tdsb.on.ca/FindyourSchool/OptionalAttendance
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Optional Attendance

• Forms need to be signed 
by the elementary school 
and then delivered to the 
high school before the 
deadline

• This is the responsibility 
of the student/parent

• Note:  Some schools are 
closed to optional 
attendance for their 
regular programs (they 
don’t have space 
available).

https://www.tdsb.on.ca/Find-
your/School/Optional-Attendance
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https://www.tdsb.on.ca/Find-your/School/Optional-Attendance


Information Evenings for Specialized Programs
***Only if you have a PASSION***

Specialized Schools and Programs include, but are not limited to:  
• Arts
• Entrepreneurship
• International Baccalaureate (I.B.)
• Science & Technology 
• Elite Athletes

• To investigate specialized schools or programs, check school 
websites and/or contact the specific school for admission 
requirements

• Process may include: Interview, Audition, Portfolio, Test.

**Optional attendance guidelines and specific admission 
requirements will apply – check deadline dates for application

Choices for Nine
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Important Dates to Know for Optional 
Attendance

Choices for Nine
January 28, 2022
Optional attendance forms due at secondary school.

February 11, 2022
Date for parents/guardians of students to be informed of 
the status of the application request.

February 22, 2022
Parents/guardians must inform the requested school of 
their acceptance of the offer via email and submit course 
selections via MyBlueprint.



An Overview

of 

*Regular Local*

High Schools



Dr. Norman Bethune CI  
• Non-Semestered
• Great well-rounded program  
• Business Specialist High Skilled Major Program (SHSM)
• Located at Warden & Steeles

L’Amoreaux CI
• Great well-rounded program
• Specialist High Skilled Major Program (SHSM)
• Located at Finch & Warden



Agincourt CI
• Non-Semestered
• French Immersion & Extended 
• Award-winning music program
• Adv. Placement in Math & Science in Gr. 11 & 12
• Located at Midland & Sheppard

Stephan Leacock CI
• Well-rounded program
• Media Arts, Advance Placement (AP), Specialist High 

Skills Major (SHSM)
• Located at Birchmount & Sheppard



Albert Campbell CI
• Semestered
• Well-rounded program 
• Advance Placement (AP)
• Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM)
• Located at Finch & McCowan

Don Mills CI
• Well-rounded program
• Located at Don Mills & Lawrence



Sir John A. Macdonald 
•Non-semestered school
•Great well-rounded program
•Enriched “Medallion” Gr. 9-11
•Adv. Placement Gr. 12 Calculus
•Located at Pharmacy & Huntingwood

George Vanier SS 
•Advanced Placement 
•Aviation & Aerospace
•Arts & Culture
•Information Communication Technology
•The One World Music Studio (Creating/Recording  Music)
•Located at Don Mills & Sheppard



George S. Henry Academy
• Well rounded program
• Small Intimate Environment
• Health & Wellness SHSM
• Uniforms
• Located at Don Mills & Sheppard



An Overview

of 
*French Immersion*

*French Extended*

High Schools
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York Mills CI
• French Immersion
• Great well-rounded program
• Located at York Mills & Leslie

Agincourt CI
• French Immersion, French Extended
• Great well-rounded program
• Located at Midland & Sheppard

L’Amoreaux CI
• French Extended
• Great well-rounded program
• Located at Finch & Warden
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Common French Pathway 

Questions

1.  What are the French Immersion requirements for 

Graduation?

French Immersion:
• 10 French courses needed for Bilingual 

Certificate (Immersion)
• 11 French courses needed for Honours Bilingual 

Certificate (Immersion) 
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Common French Pathway 

Questions

2. Which French courses are mandatory?

• FIF1D5, FIF2D5, FIF3U5, FIF4D5, and 6 or 7 other FI courses 

that have a ‘5’ at the end of the course code.

3.  How do you get the right credits for graduation?

• Students should take as many FI credits in Gr. 9 and 10 that the 

school offers, because there are not many FI courses in Gr. 11 

and Gr. 12.  

• In Gr. 11 only 2 courses are available 

• In Gr. 12 only 1 course is available.
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Example of French Immersion 

Courses

@ York Mills CI

Gr.9 Gr.10 Gr.11 Gr.12



An Overview

of 

*Specialized*

High Schools



Specialized Programs

*Marc Garneau CI
• TOPS – Talented Offerings for Programs   

in Science
• Focus on Math, Science and Technology

*William Lyons Mackenzie CI
• MaCS - Math, Science, and Computer Technology 
• Advance Placement Courses



*John Polanyi C.I.
•SMR Program
•Science, Math, and Robotics 

*George Vanier SS 
• STEM+ Program 
(Math, Science, Engineering)

*Victoria Park C.I.
• International Baccalaureate (IB)
• Recognized high standard of education around the                
world



*Wexford Collegiate School of Arts
• Arts Focus
• Music Theatre, Dance, Visual Arts, and Drama  

*Earl Haig Secondary School 
(Claude Watson Program)

• Arts Focus
• Music Theatre, Dance, Visual Arts, and Drama



*Rosedale Heights School of  
the Arts

• Arts focused school
• Performing and Visual Arts programs

*Don Mills C.I.
• Cyber Arts program
• Graphic design, multimedia, animation, industrial                    
design, desktop publishing, web   design/programming, 
and architectural design



If you have questions about…

• Specialized schools or programs
→ Contact the High School

• myBlueprint and course selection
→ Contact your Grade 8 school

• Special Education offers of placement
→ Contact your Grade 8 school

• Special Education or additional supports in high school
→ Contact the High School
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Important Dates to Know
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Thank you!

Questions?


