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Dear Parents/ Guardians, 

The birds are singing and students’ imaginations are flourishing.  Students have been engaged in their 
learning through a number of opportunities.   Twenty-one students from grades 6, 7 & 8 presented their 
ideas and prototypes at the Invention Convention at Humber College this week.  Hands on learning truly 
takes student learning deeper.  

We continue to monitor student growth. Teachers are meeting regularly to look at student work as 
grade teams and to plan next steps.   

We had a Danish delegation visit the Duke of Connaught April 6th .   We were asked to share our best 
practices in professional development and planning.  They were able to see a few professional learning 
communities.  We had Ministry of Education and Literacy and Numeracy Secretariat visitors here as 
well. 

We were pleased to announce this week that Madame Ramsey’s Gr 7 & 8 class won the Parcs Canada 
contest to feature a park in a promotion video.  There were 69 entries and Duke of Connaught won.  A 
team from Ottawa flew in to surprise the students with the news with a video presentation from 
Minister McKenna and representatives from Parcs Canada, Air Canada, National Geographic and Canadian 
Wildlife Federation.   

We hope to see many families out for our Literacy & Numeracy Evening April 21st from 6:00 to 7:00 
p.m. 

Staffing transfer and placement is well underway and continues until June.  The June newsletter will 
include the staff list for next year with the knowledge that it can change over the summer.  I have 
shared our class structure for 2016-2017 in this newsletter.  Class placements for next year happen 
over a week in May.  Parents can speak to teachers regarding any learning considerations for the 
following year’s placement.  Teacher request letters will not be accepted.  
 
 
Duke of Connaught is a great place to learn.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
Beverly O’Brien 
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Student Attendance and Punctuality  
 
Regular student attendance and punctuality are important in order for students 
to be successful at school. The Education Act states that it is the responsibility 
of the parent/guardian to ensure that their children attend school regularly. A 
student's academic progress depends on regular class attendance.  
 
TDSB elementary schools practice the Safe Arrival Program that requires 
schools to perform a school-home attendance check. Notify the school when 
your child will be absent. Students are expected to fully participate in learning 
opportunities and complete all homework assignments and tests when they are 
absent so make sure your child is getting homework assignments when they 
are absent. 
 
You can help ensure that your child is in school and on time for classes by: 
 
- being involved in your child's education;  
- knowing the school's schedule; 
- communicating regularly with classroom teachers (use your child's planner to 
send notes to the teacher); 
- calling the school if your child is going to be absent; 
- writing a note if your child is late due to an appointment;  
- ensuring that your child gets a good night's sleep so that they have the 
energy they need for the next day. 
Focus On Youth Toronto (FOYT) 
 
FOYT supports quality recreational programs, employment and leadership 
opportunities for students in Toronto’s priority neighbourhoods. 
 
Applications for summer student employment will be open until April 10. 
Summer employment will run from July 4 to August 12, 2016. For information 
on requirements and application process, please visit 
www.tdsb.on.ca/focusonyouth @TDSB_ConEd 
! 
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We had our whole school dental check and will be having our vision and hearing 
screening on Wednesday, April 20th.  Preregistration is required.   

Caring and Safe News 
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April has been a busy month at Duke of Connaught preparing for our exciting May 
programming. 
 
Here is a list of the events that will be occurring in the next month as a part of the music 
program at Duke. 
 
Monday May 2nd - Music Monday - S.H. Gym 12:45pm-1:45pm - Community members are 
welcome to attend. The school will be participating the the 12th annual Music Monday 
Celebration. Joining other schools across Canada in celebrating the role of music in our 
lives.  
Tuesday May 10th - Kindergarten and Primary Spring Concert - S.H. Gym 6:00pm-7:00pm 
- Classes that did not participate in the Winter Concert will be performing at this event as 
well as the Grade 1 and Primary Choirs. Please check with your child’s classroom teacher 
to find out if your child is participating. 
Thursday May 12th - TDSB Spring Festival Concert - Massey Hall - 7:30pm - 10:00pm - 
The Korean Drumming Ensemble has been invited to perform at this event. 
Friday May 13th - SING Vocal Music Festival - Metropolitan United Church - 9:30am-
2:00pm - Senior choir will be attending vocal music workshops. 
Monday May 16th - Junior and Intermediate Spring Concert - S.H. Gym 6:30pm-7:30pm - 
Classes that did not participate in the Winter Concert will be performing at this event as well 
as the Junior/Senior Choirs, Band, Strings and Duke’s Ukes. Please check with your child’s 
classroom teacher to find out if your child is participating. 
Tuesday May 17th - TDSB Non-Competitive Choral Festival - Northern Secondary School 
9:30am-11:30am - The Primary Choir will be singing at this festival. 
Wednesday May 18th - TDSB Non-Competitive Choral Festival - Northern Secondary 
School 12:30am-2:30pm - The Junior Choir will be singing at this festival. 
  
Duke of Connaught’s GUITAR CLUB is up and running. Guitar club is open for students 
grade 5-8 to learn new songs or practice what they learn in class. Please pick up a 
permission form outside Mr Caruso’s door. 
 
The last rehearsals for all choirs will be May 24th and 26th. 
 
Mr Caruso’s grade 2/3 students are all excited about playing their recorders in class. Ms 
Pierce’s Junior students have started ukulele and her grade 1/2 classes are creating music 
using the musical elements of tempo and dynamics. All grade 7 and 8 students are currently 
studying the guitar. If you have any unwanted playable guitars at home or know of someone 
who does, please let Mr Caruso or Ms Pierce know as we would love to add them to our 
program. 
 

!9#,.&D)(-"(&&

89:"&";"<#0"77"(&=/(,0&>?@A&&



 

!

!9#,.&D)(-"(&&

89:"&";"<#0"77"(&=/(,0&>?@A&&

Here are some pictures from last month’s Duke’s Got Talent! 
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The International Day of Pink-- &G$&H)9(-I"&,-7"(-$7,)-$0"&B"&0$&J)#" 
 
On April 13 we celebrated The International Day of Pink. A day of action, 
born when a youth in a high school in Cambridge, Nova Scotia was 
bullied because he wore a pink shirt to school. His fellow students 
decided to stand up to bullying; and hundreds of students came to 
school wearing pink to show support for diversity and stopping 
discrimination, gender-based bullying, homophobia and transphobia. 
 
Our students and staff were wearing pink in support of diversity, and 
participating in events and activities that will engage our community to 
challenge gender stereotypes.  
 
The International Day of Pink is more than just a symbol of a shared 
belief in celebrating diversity - it 's also a commitment to being open 
minded, to being understanding of differences and to learning to respect 
each other. 

!"##$%&'"()*&+,#-(&
"#$%&'!()*$!&'%+,-.!.*//0$!12&23%)#!4%3'!/*.%&!&2/5!3'$)*6'!3'$00!*#%7*0!5$)6$2/.8!
9!:*//0$!:)*#,.!;!.3*,0#3.!&2#!5+2(!2!<2#,!)$!.3$%#6!%#.3$*/0#3=!6*%32$=!>0(<)2$,!2#,!.%#6!
%#!2!&')%$8!!
9!?)4#@)4#!:*//0$!:3$%#6.!;!2!6$023!<0#0A%3!3)!.3*,0#3.!4')!'210!23!+02.3!)#0!(02$!
0B50$%0#&0!5+2(%#6!3'0!1%)+%#=!1%)+2=!&0++)!)$!,)*<+0!<2..=!2#,!4$25.!*5!4%3'!2!&)#&0$3!)50#!
3)!3'0!5*<+%&8!
9!@)$)#3)!:*//0$!C*.%&!D2/5.!;!)AA0$%#6.!.3*,0#3.!%#!E$2,0.!FGH!2#!)55)$3*#%3(!3)!2330#,!
2!$0.%,0#3%2+!/*.%&!&2/5!'0+,!23!C)#)!D+%AA.!I*3,))$!",*&23%)#!D0#3$0=!#02$!I$2#601%++08!!
J)$!/)$0!%#A)$/23%)#!5+02.0!1%.%3!44483,.<8)#8&2K.*//0$!L@?:MND)#", 

Family Literacy and Numeracy Night Thursday April 21st 6 pm- 7 pm 
Please join us on the second floor of the Duke building for a Primary/Junior Focused 

Family Literacy and Numeracy Night. Children are welcome! 
Activities featured include:  
Scholastic French Book Fair 

A visit from our local Toronto Public Library Librarian 
How to Support Your Child with Reading at Home 

Math using Technology on Ipads 
Three Part Math Instruction - How it works in class 

and many more! 
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Sports News 
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Gr. 1-3 Indoor Soccer 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Running Club: Open to any student, every Tuesday and Thursday 
@ 8am.  Let's get out there and improve our student health and well-
being.  The Running Club will provide opportunities for the students to 
participate and be educated in the sport of running at whatever level 
they choose.   Mme. May 

 

Gr. 7 Co-Ed Volleyball - CONFERENCE 
CHAMPIONS!!!!!!  The 
students played a fantastic 
tournament, going 
undefeated against Bruce, 
Winchester, Valley Park and 
Jesse Ketchum.  The team 
went on to the CONFERENCE 
FINALS and were victorious 
in two straight matches 
against Winchester! 
 Congratulations on a 
tremendous season!  Way to 
go Erin, Fabienne, Helen, 

Lucy, Ayslin, Ben, Cole, Erik, Ethan and Tristan!   

Thank you, Ms. O 

A drop-in soccer program will  begin on 
Tuesday,April 19.  Any student in grades 1-3 
interested in developing their soccer skills, 
come to the SH Gym, Tuesday and Thursday 
mornings at 8am. Please use the school 
entrance and not the Community Centre. 
 Thank you,  Ms. Vavala, Ms. Prakesch and 
our parent volunteer, Ms. Prosser. 
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Gr. 8 Co-Ed Volleyball 
The students played a phenomenal tournament, working extremely hard and as a 
result, went undefeated against Valley Park, Roden, Earl Haig and Queen Alexandra. 
The team went on to play Annette P.S. in semi-finals.  Despite a heroic effort, they 
lost a contested 2 sets to an exceptionally skilled team.  We are very proud of the 
team's growth and development this year.  Way to go Alexa, Iman, Stephanie, 
Hannah, Jordyn, William, Houzayfa, Wei, and Jonathan!   
         Thank you, Ms. O. 

Gr. 7/8 Co-Ed Badminton 
Congratulations to the Senior Badminton team on finishing first place in their tournament this 
past Friday, April 8th.  The team has been practicing since January and all their hard work 
and effort has  paid off, as the team won 14 out of 15 matches, GO DUKE!  Good luck to the 

team in playoffs! Erik, Tristan, Houzayfa, Ethan, 
Cole, Ben, Lucy, Olivia, Abbey, Pandora, Anna and 
Stephanie. Thank you, Mr. MacDonald, Mr. Brown, 
Ms. Lennox, Mme, Kennedy and Ms. Carter.  
  

 
 
 
 

 
Gr. 5/6 Co-Ed Badminton 
Congratulations to the Junior 
Badminton team. You have all 
had such positive growth and skill 
development over the season. The 
coaches were impressed with 
the tremendous progress we saw. Our 
team brought their skills and 
positive attitudes to our tournament and 
had fun. Ms. Cochrane, Ms. Douglas 
and Mrs. Chung. 
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Sports News 

SPRING SPORTS 

Our final set of sports teams for the year have started.  If you are interested, it 
is not too late.  Please see the following staff members to obtain a permission 
form to tryout for the team.  Thank you. 

Gr. 5/6 Boys Soccer - Ms. Hodgins & Mr. Aishford 
Gr. 7/8 Boys Soccer - Ms. Frost & Ms. Miller 
Gr. 5/6 Girls Soccer - Mr. Gordon 
Gr. 7/8 Girls Soccer - Ms. Zwolinski 
Gr. 6-8 Co-Ed Cricket - Ms. Astor 
Gr. 7/8 Co-Ed Ultimate Frisbee - Ms. Bartzis & Mr. Fothergill (parent volunteer) 
  
Gr. 3-8 Track and Field - event tryouts will take place during p.e. classes. 
Please note, as per TDESSA's new constitution, Gr. 2 students will not longer 
compete in the inter-school Meet. 
 
    * May 18 - Gr. 7/8 Meet @ Birchmount 
    * May 19 - Gr. 3-6 Meet @ Birchmount 
    * June 9 - Gr. 4-8 Conference Finals @ Birchmount 

    * June 14 - Gr. 4-8 City Finals @ Birchmount 
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English  French 
Immersion   

Extended 
French  

Spec Ed  

JK/SK x4  
  
1/2 x 2  
  
2/3 x 2  
  
3/4  
  
5/6 x 3 

  
7/8 x 4 

  
  
 
 

SK x 2  
  
1/2 x 3  
  
2/3 x 4  
  
3/4  
  
4/5  
  
5  
  
5/6  
  
6/7  
  
7/8  

4 

  
5/6 

  
6/7 

  
7/8  
 

Gifted 4/5 
x2  
  
Gifted 5/6  
  
PR/JR ISP  
  
Jr/Int HSP  
  
Pr HSP  
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NEW AT S.H. ARMSTRONG THIS 

SPRING 

Girls Instructional Basketball 

                                Starting Friday April 8th  

 

Girls Basketball –Skills and Drills 

Age: 6-8yrs 

Time: 3:30pm-4:30pm 

Cost: $41.00 

Barcode: 2857574 

 

Girls Basketball –Skills and Drills 

Age: 9-12yrs 

Time: 4:45pm-5:45pm 

Cost: $41.00 

Barcode: 2857575 
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SPRING 2016 

S.H. Armstrong  

Community Recreation Centre 
56 Woodfield Road  

416-392-0734 

 

 Spring & Summer 2016 Registration  

Go to efun.toronto.ca & follow the link to Search and Register Online.  

Please read all information prior to registering. 

Touch Tone Registration-TTR (7am – 12 midnight):  

Call 416-338-0000 and follow the voice prompts.  

Telephone Assisted (8:30am – 4:30pm): 416-338-4386 during regular business hours 
and speak to a customer service representative. 

In Person:  Register in person at your local recreation centre or visit the Toronto City Hall 
or any civic centre during regular business hours. 
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NEW AT S.H. ARMSTRONG THIS 

SPRING 

Instructional Basketball 

                                Starting Wednesday April 6th  

 

Basketball –Skills and Drills 

Age: 9-12yrs 

Time: 5:15pm – 6:00pm 

Cost: $41.00 

Barcode: 2849167 

 

                                                               

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

!

89:"&";"<#0"77"(&=/(,0&>?@A&&



 

!

!


