ECI School Council Meeting - Minutes

Wednesday March 25, 2015 – 7:00PM – 8:30PM ECI Library

Present: 

Caroline Rath, Tammy Greeley, Julie Maciura, Kathy D’Angelo, Cassie Connelly, Pradeep Pachai, Heather Gordon, Karen Yates, Ms. Stefanic, Ms. Tzafaridis, Ms. Jackson & ECI Parents

1. Opening Comments (Julie Maciura - Chair)

On behalf of the School Council we welcome new and returning parents to the meeting.

School Council meetings will feature robust and informative content, include regular updates from the ECI administration, teachers and SAC and will be broadly attended and provide a forum for parents to actively participate at ECI, to ask questions raise concerns and offer suggestions regarding their children’s’ high school experience at ECI.

Parents are encouraged to not only attend Council meetings but also take an active role on the Council by participating on committees and in school events. Volunteers are needed and welcomed. Please contact Julie Maciura (jmaciura@sml-law.com).

2. SAC Report (Liam Hancock – President)
Rampede is currently ongoing and will end with a BBQ in May. Student Council elections are being conducted for the 2015/16 school year. 30 Hour Famine will be April 27th and finally the spring sport schedule has begun.
3. Geography & History Presentation (Ms. Stefanic – CL)
Grade 9 Geography is a mandatory credit with a focus on “how we adapt” includes a 15% summative. Then, Grade 10 History is a mandatory credit. By the time Grade 11 arrives the student should know how history and geography is manipulated in the current world; which opens up studies in world issues, economics and political science. Also, Civics/Careers is another mandatory credit (1/2 credit each to equal 1 full credit).  Class time is given to complete homework. Geotechnologies will be incorporated in the new curriculum that starts in September 2015.
4. French & Spanish (Ms. Tzafaridis – CL)

Social Science and Humanities offers learning in food and nutrition, safety, cooking, cultural, preparation, Canada food guide, diets, body weight with research and inquiry skills. Anthropology, psychology and sociology are offered in Grade 11 and 12 (Challenge and change) and Grade 12 (Families in Canada, hypothesis, literature review, method, results, conclusion is culminating activity, Grade 12 human development, raising healthy children (parenting), philosophy questions and theories.
Moderns – French and Spanish reading writing listening speaking. Grade 9 French - adjectives, reflexive verbs, reading and grammar and builds on each year.  
5. Business/Computers Presentation (Sarah Jackson – CL)

BTT is a great course to get an overall learning - how to learn to use Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Google Docs, and other technologies. It also helps in writing papers, resumes etc and is an introduction to higher level business courses end with a 30% cumulative activity. Grade 10 is intro to business with accounting, finance, international business, marketing and ends with a 20% exam. Grade 11 focus is on marketing with 30% cumulative. Grade 11/12 is on Accounting and is highly recommended for post secondary. Grade 12 is on international business. All assignments are in class.   

6. Principal’s Report (Caroline Rath)

District review portrays ECI as a nice community and school climate; will share the review at the next meeting. Enrollment and staffing 935 for September 2015 down a couple of teachers to save money. BYOD is in discussion in our weekly meetings. There were 30 chrome books that arrived today and will be training staff and then September will be put in the classroom. Literacy test tomorrow March 26th for Grade 10’s. Report cards are April 17th and teacher interviews April 23rd. We would like to make BTT a mandatory credit in Grade 9 this should help with understanding of their own computers and the problems with it since BYOD is starting. We are considering a boot camp in the last week of August for Grade 9’s to learn the basics in technology.
7. Important Upcoming Dates

Annual Alumni Basketball Event April 16th (periods 3 and 4)

Donor Appreciation Open House April 16th (7-9 pm)

Grade 9 Leadership Weekend Camp May 1-3

Opus Arts and Music Showcase May 6th
Voting for Valedictorian May 7th
Victoria Day (no school) May 18th
Student Council Elections May 22nd
8. Succession Planning for Council

We are requiring a replacement Chair of Parent Council and Secretary/Treasurer. If interested or know of anyone please contact Julie Maciura (jmaciura@sml-law.com).
9. On the Horizon

Next meeting is May 20th with a White Pine presentation.
