
 

 HHS4U - Families in Canada Fall 2019/ Spring 2020  
COURSE OUTLINE  
Course Title: Families in Canada Course Code: HHS4U Grade: 12 Course Type: University Credit Value: 1.0 
Prerequisite: Any university or university/college preparation course in social sciences and humanities, English, 
or Canadian and world studies. Curriculum Policy Document: Social Sciences and Humanities, The Ontario 
Curriculum, Grades 9 to 12, 2013 Department: Social Sciences and Humanities  

Course Description:  
This course enables students to draw on sociological, psychological, and anthropological theories and research 
to analyse the development of individuals, intimate relationships, and family and parent-child relationships. 
Students will focus on issues and challenges facing individuals and families in Canada’s diverse society. They 
will develop analytical tools that enable them to assess various factors affecting families and to consider policies 
and practices intended to support families in Canada. They will develop the investigative skills required to 
conduct and communicate the results of research on individuals, intimate relationships, and parent-child 
relationships.  

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/ssciences9to122013.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/ssciences9to122013.pdf


 

Unit Titles and Descriptions  Time and Sequence  

Introducing the Family  
In unit one, students will learn about what family is. General APA 
guidelines and formatting will be outlined in this unit so that 
students are able to properly cite and reference outside material 
as they complete coursework. Students will learn about the history 
of the family before moving into what a family looks like today. 
Students will be introduced to different types of families and 
explore their own family in detail by completing a family tree.  

20 hours  

Conceptualizing Families  
In unit two, students will gain a broader understanding of the 
concept of family by looking at various approaches and theoretical 
frameworks for studying the family. This unit will also introduce 
students to research methods, which they will use to complete 
their final major research essay.  

16 hours  

Adolescence to Adulthood  
In unit three, students will be introduced to six different 
approaches to understanding individual development through the 
life-span, as well as the theorists who introduced those theories. 
Students will learn about the years between adolescence and 
adulthood and how they are important for setting the stage for 
continued healthy development as individuals make choices that 
will impact the rest of their lives.  

18 hours  

The Development of Intimate Relationships  
In unit four, students will be introduced to theories of attraction and 
mate selection and the influence that culture and social norms has 
on intimate relationships. Students will explore young adulthood 
today, including teen pregnancy, divorce, and violence and abuse 
in intimate relationships.  

20 hours  

Parenting and Child-Rearing  
In unit five, students will explore becoming a parent and 
caregiving, as well as high-tech reproduction and the formation of 
families. Students will also look at the dark side of family life, 
including child abuse. At the end of the unit students will complete 
an assignment in which they are asked to predict what a family in 
2100 will look like.  

18 hours  

Final Assessment  

Project  
In the final unit of the course, students will learn research 
techniques that will be valuable and useful in their university 
career including, choosing a research topic, conducting a literature 
review, conducting research and analyzing findings, drawing 
conclusions, and compiling research in a written report and oral 

18 hours  



Resources required by the student:  
Note: This course is entirely online and does not require or rely on any textbook.  

Overall Curriculum Expectations  
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Teaching & Learning Strategies:  
The nature of the social science and humanities curriculum calls for a variety of strategies for learning. The social 
science and humanities curriculum is designed both to engage students in reflective learning and to help them develop 
practical skills. Students are expected to learn and apply the inquiry skills and research methods particular to the 
discipline, and to conduct research and analysis using both traditional and technological resources.  

Since the over-riding aim of this course is to help students use language skillfully, confidently and flexibly, a wide 
variety of instructional strategies are used to provide learning opportunities to accommodate a variety of learning 
styles, interests and ability levels.  

Assessment and Evaluation and Reporting Strategies of Student Performance:  
Our theory of assessment and evaluation follows the Ministry of Education's Growing Success document, and it is our 
firm belief that doing so is in the best interests of students. We seek to design assessment in such a way as to make it 
possible to gather and show evidence of learning in a variety of ways to gradually release responsibility to the students, 
and to give multiple and varied opportunities to reflect on learning and receive detailed feedback.  

Growing Success articulates the vision the Ministry has for the purpose and structure of assessment and 
evaluation techniques. There are seven fundamental principles that ensure best practices and procedures of 
assessment and evaluation by Virtual High School teachers. VHS assessments and evaluations,  
• are fair, transparent, and equitable for all students;  
• support all students, including those with special education needs, those who are learning the language of 
instruction (English or French), and those who are First Nation, Métis, or Inuit;  
• are carefully planned to relate to the curriculum expectations and learning goals and, as much as possible, to 
the interests, learning styles and preferences, needs, and experiences of all students;  
• are communicated clearly to students and parents at the beginning of the course and at other points throughout 
the school year or course;  
• are ongoing, varied in nature, and administered over a period of time to provide multiple opportunities for 
students to demonstrate the full range of their learning;  
• provide ongoing descriptive feedback that is clear, specific, meaningful, and timely to support improved learning 
and achievement;  
• develop students’ self-assessment skills to enable them to assess their own learning, set specific goals, and 
plan next steps for their learning.  
 



For a full explanation, please refer to Growing Success.  

The Final Grade:  
The evaluation for this course is based on the student's achievement of curriculum expectations and the 
demonstrated skills required for effective learning. The final percentage grade represents the quality of the 
student's overall achievement of the expectations for the course and reflects the corresponding level of 
achievement as described in the achievement chart for the discipline. A credit is granted and recorded for this 
course if the student's grade is 50% or higher. The final grade will be determined as follows:  
• 70% of the grade will be based upon evaluations conducted throughout the course. This portion of the grade will 
reflect the student's most consistent level of achievement throughout the course, although special consideration 
will be given to more recent evidence of achievement.  
• 30% of the grade will be based on final evaluations administered at the end of the course. The final assessment 
may be a final exam, a final project, or a combination of both an exam and a project.  
 

The Report Card:  
Student achievement will be communicated formally to students via an official report card. Report cards are 
issued at the midterm point in the course, as well as upon completion of the course. Each report card will focus 
on two distinct, but related aspects of student achievement. First, the achievement of curriculum expectations is 
reported as a percentage grade. Additionally, the course median is reported as a percentage. The teacher will 
also provide written comments concerning the student's strengths, areas for improvement, and next steps. 
Second, the learning skills are reported as a letter grade, representing one of four levels of accomplishment. The 
report card also indicates whether an OSSD credit has been earned. Upon completion of a course, VHS will send 
a copy of the report card back to the student's home school (if in Ontario) where the course will be added to the 
ongoing list of courses on the student's Ontario Student Transcript. The report card will also be sent to the 
student's home address.  

  

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/policyfunding/growsuccess.pdf

