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Vanier Community Newsletter – Week 34 (May 16, 2025)  
 
Dear Vanier Family, 
 
As you have seen all year, Vanier is a busy place.  Every week, numerous field trips provide our 
students with the opportunity to actively engage in their learning.  This past week Wednesday, 
for example, had three field trips just on Wednesday alone!  Students in our NAC course 
(Expressions of Aboriginal Cultures) visited the Art Gallery of Ontario (AGO) to explore the 
work of contemporary indigenous artists, analyze connections to the land, identify recurring 
themes and symbols, and understand Indigenous perspectives and world views.    

 
 
Students from our inaugural MSA (Muslim Student Association) club attended the 2nd annual 
TDSB’s MSA conference, titled “Muslim Voices, Shaping Choices”.   This unique event 
brought together over 350 students from over 40 schools across the TDSB, representing their 
respective MSAs. The conference featured various workshops facilitated by students, community 
educators, and organizations, in collaboration with the Equity, Anti-Racism, Anti-Oppression 
department and the Center of Excellence for Black Student Achievement.  The event aimed to 
create a safe, inclusive space for Muslim youth to affirm their identities, amplify their voices, and 
share their experiences.  Special thanks to our students for representing Vanier so well at the 
conference and to their supervisor, Mr. Husain, for supporting them (See pic below). 
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Our 3rd field trip on Wednesday was just a stone's throw away from our school! Students in our 
music, drama, and DD classes walked over to our neighnouring middle school, Woodbine MS, 
to watch their Beauty and the Beast production.  Thanks, Woodbine, for inviting us to witness 
the brilliance of your students.  
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EVEN MORE FIELD TRIPS…. 

While it technically was not classified as a “field trip”, students in our NAC and NBE spent a 
period away from their classroom this past Tuesday – as they were involved in a massive garden 
day – where they cleaned up our water beds and planted plants – which is part of our Indigenous 
Garden initiative (enjoy some picks below).  We are immensely grateful to our students for their 
active participation in this initiative. Huge thanks also to their teachers, Ms. Davison, Mr. Bodden, 
Ms. Manji, Mr. Sproule, Mr. Laufer, and Ms. MacFarland for providing this wholesome experience 
for our students. 

The week ended on Friday with two addition field trips – a bus 
load of students in our PEEL department went on their trip to the 
Toronto Zoo and had a blast as usual. Meanwhile, our Grade 10 
French students had a unique and engaging experience at 
Patisserie La Cigogne. They participated in an authentic French 
café experience and were involved in an interactive cake-making 
demonstration, truly immersing themselves in the French culture.  

Next week, our students will participate in trips outside of the 
GTA.  For example, from May 21 to 23rd, our grade 10 STEM+ 
students will be on a field trip to Ottawa as part of their CIVICS course experience, where 
they will learn about the Canadian government and its institutions. Some of the highlights of their 
trip will include guided tours of the Supreme Court of Canada and Parliament and visits to the 
Centennial Flame, ByWard Market, and the Canadian Science and Technology Museum, to name 
a few. We wish our students a safe, educational, and enjoyable time.     

On May 22, another set of Vanier students will head to University of Western Ontario in London, 
Ontario, to participate in the Science Olympics, a competition that 
tests their scientific knowledge and skills. We wish them much 
success in their competitions. 

Last, but not least, please remember there are no classes next 
Monday as it’s Victoria Day.   

Have a great long weekend, Vanier! 

 

Karen Johnson Susan Tsin (VP)  Daniel Muttiah (VP) 
Principal, Georges Vanier SS  

416-395-3250 Ext. 20010 
https://schoolweb.tdsb.on.ca/georgesvanier 

https://schoolweb.tdsb.on.ca/georgesvanier
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Garden Day @ Vanier 
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Student Vaccination – URGENT!! 
Some of you have received a letter regarding outstanding immunizations. As mentioned, students 
will be suspended from school if they do not have their updated immunizations. If your child has 
received their vaccines from their primary care provider but hasn't reported them to Toronto Public 
Health (TPH), please click on this link to do so: Report Student Vaccination. (see poster below). 

 

Students who still need to get vaccinated can book an appointment at one of Toronto Public 
Health's Community Clinics located at Civic Centers throughout the city using this link:  Book 
Student Vaccine Appointment or call (416) 338-7600 to book. (see poster below). 

 

Students who are not in compliance will receive a final reminder (suspension order) by mail. 
They will have at least 15 school days from the suspension order to get the required vaccines or 
submit a valid exemption before the start of the suspension period. 

 

The start of active suspension will commence between April 8 - May 2. Suspension periods are 
for 20 school days or until requirements are met. With the school year rapidly drawing to a close, 
you do not want any disruption in your child’s education, so report or get their vaccination done 
today! Thank you! 

 
 

 

 

I See You, Mama: Black Mothers Reimagining Schools for Their Children 
What does leadership look like when Black mothers are at the centre of improving Black children’s 
outcomes? How do Black mothers’ everyday acts of care, advocacy, and resistance shape their 
children’s schooling experience? Join us for an insightful webinar that centres Black mothers’ 
leadership and work. Together, we’ll explore how Black mothers’ dreams, stories, and community-
building practices challenge exclusion and transform schooling for Black children. This session 
highlights the many ways Black mothers engage in self and community care, as they organize for 
their children’s education. Grounded in current Canadian research, this session affirms what we 
already know: Black mothers lead in powerful ways schools often fail to see or name. 
 
Date: May 21, 2025      Time: 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 
Audience: TDSB Parents/Caregivers and Community Members 
Registration: https://tdsb-ca.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_cKerb6RDQHC2mxHlnvh0xQ 
 
Upcoming Parent/Guardian/Caregiver Engagement Session: Strategies and resources to 
support students with ADHD  
 
Special Education and Inclusion will host a session to explore strategies and resources to support 
students diagnosed with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD). 

Date: Wednesday, May 28, 2025      OR  Date: Thursday, May 29, 2025 

Time: 10:00 am - 11:30 am    Time: 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm 

Please check out this flyer for more information.   

https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/health-programs-advice/immunization/report-student-vaccination/
https://reservation.frontdesksuite.ca/tph/sipclinics/ReserveTime/TimeSelection?pageId=bf9c9faf-70a2-4c14-9936-74f19d2d79ba&buttonId=20b2aaf9-1079-4156-bf10-6d9ecfa712aa&culture=en
https://reservation.frontdesksuite.ca/tph/sipclinics/ReserveTime/TimeSelection?pageId=bf9c9faf-70a2-4c14-9936-74f19d2d79ba&buttonId=20b2aaf9-1079-4156-bf10-6d9ecfa712aa&culture=en
https://tdsb-ca.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_cKerb6RDQHC2mxHlnvh0xQ
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1mKuj-LwMgFrSyxE4q5WWq5swMJBs8cb6/edit#slide=id.p1
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Student Council Elections for the 2025-2026 School Year 
 

Student Advisory Council (SAC) is now accepting applications from eligible students interested 
in running for Student Council President and Vice Presidents for the 2025-2026 school 
year!   The application and reference forms, as well as the instructions for completing these 
were emailed to student’s board email from Ms. Manji. 
 
The student council president and vice president play pivotal roles in shaping the experiences of 
all our students. Your potential to influence the student body is immense, and we eagerly await 
your applications. The deadline to submit the application and reference forms is May 6th, 2025, 
at 11:59 p.m. 
 
Once a list of candidates who meet the necessary criteria is selected, an election will be held on 
May 27th, 2025.  On this day, all students will vote for their preferred candidate for student 
council president and vice-president for the 2025-2026 school year. 
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News for the Class of 2025…NEW!! 

 
PROM 2025…our prom will be held on Tuesday, June 5, 2025 
@ Crystal Fountain Banquet Hall. If you plan on going to 
prom and need financial assistance to buy a dress, then see 
Ms. Burgess in Rm 207A ASAP to be considered for the 
corsage project (https://corsageproject.ca/) 

 

GRADUATION 2025…mark your calendars! Vanier’s 
graduation ceremony for the 2024/25 school year will occur on 
June 26th, 2025, at 10:00 am at the school. This is certainly one 
of the highlights of the school year as we celebrate this 
important milestone with our graduates. As we begin to plan for 
this day, students will be asked in a few weeks to: 

 

a) Select their gown size. The school will loan students graduation gowns for the day, which 
students must return at the end of the graduation ceremony. To complete their outfit, 
students will wear a graduation cap and tassel, which they can keep. Students/families will 
be asked to contribute $10.00 (through cash-on-line) to purchase their cap and tassel. 

 
Graduating students must complete this form by May 26th, 2025, to indicate if they will be 
attending this year’s commencement ceremony and select their gown size. 

 
b) Nominate themselves or others for a graduation award. Numerous awards, including 

valedictorian, are given to graduates each year who meet specific criteria. Students may 
apply for these awards if they meet the criteria between May 2 and May 23.  Please see 
poster below with a link and QR code to access the awards application. The awards 
committee will review all the applications and decide on the winning candidate (excluding, 
valedictorian). 

 

https://corsageproject.ca/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeoQK8yvn46EQH4njoVEeZ8UXYQ616Ek8Dk8cV1ERwdl9mQmA/viewform?usp=header
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Achievement 
 

After-School Literacy and Numeracy Support. Please see table 
below for our semester 2 
after-school literacy and numeracy support schedule. Please remember that these are not “drop- 
in” sessions but are there to provide ongoing support to students who sign up. 

 

Literacy 
Support 

Ms. Gerstnerova Mon & Wed 
3:30 – 4:30 pm 

Room 211 

Mr. Hussain Tues & Thursday 
3:30 – 4:30 pm 

Room 203 

Numeracy 
Support 

Ms. Li Mon & Wed 
3:30 – 4:30 pm 

Room 330 

 
 

Peer Tutoring. 
If you are a grade 9 - 11 student who wants help with your Math, 
Science, or English coursework, you may request 1:1 or small 

group peer tutoring. 
 

Information on how to request a tutor is posted throughout the school, 
as well as on the SAC website and Instagram accounts. 

 

Enroll today by joining the Google Classroom (see poster for 
classroom code). 

 
 
 

 
 
Summer 2025 Programs 

Please click on the links below to access information on: 
2)  Continuing Education Secondary Credit (Registration opens Tuesday, April 22nd) 

 

3) e-Summer School Program (Registration tentatively opens on Monday, April 15th for TDSB 
students and Tuesday, April 29th for NON-TDSB students. 

 
4) TDSB Global Leadership and Communication Camp 2025  
5)  Special Education and Inclusion Summer Program 

https://schoolweb.tdsb.on.ca/conedsecondarycreditprogram/Summer-School
https://schoolweb.tdsb.on.ca/elearning/e-Summer-Program
https://www.tdsb.on.ca/About-Us/Innovation/Summer-ESL-Program
https://www.tdsb.on.ca/Learning-Equity-and-Well-Being/Special-Education-and-Inclusion/Special-Education-and-Inclusion-Summer-Program
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EQUITY 
Asian Heritage Month at the TDSB: May 2025 
Asian Heritage Month has been proudly recognized at the Toronto District School Board during the 
month of May since 2007. This heritage is also celebrated by the Province of Ontario with the royal 
ascent of the Asian Heritage Act (2005) and across Canada since May 2002 when the federal 
Senate adopted a motion to officially designate May as Asian Heritage Month.  
 
This year's theme, Asian Canadians Up and Rising, celebrates the strength, resilience, and 
achievements of Asian Canadian communities. It recognizes individuals and groups who have 
contributed to shaping Canada’s past and present, while also highlighting emerging voices and future 
leaders  

 
The TDSB is the largest and one of the most 
diverse school boards in Canada. Nearly one-
quarter of our students were born outside of 
Canada and collectively we speak more than 
120 languages. According to the 2023 
Student Census, 46% of TDSB students self-
identified as Asian. 

Students, staff, and community members are invited 
to the Asian Heritage Month Virtual Launch 
Celebration on Thursday, May 8, 2025  from 1:00 – 

2:00 pm. ! This event will feature speakers, student performances, and further learning about this vibrant 
heritage: Click here to access the live stream! 

Jewish Heritage Month - May 2025 
In 2021, the Province of Ontario passed the Jewish Heritage 
Month Act 2, recognizing the important contributions that Jewish 
Canadians have made to Ontario’s social, economic, political, and 
cultural fabric.  

Thee TDSB's Jewish Heritage Committee is pleased to present 
two educational programs for May 2025 that have been vetted and 
approved by TDSB staff.  

Being Jewish in Ontario  - a brand-new collection of 10-minute 
short films and lessons that explore what it means to be Jewish 
today through the voices of youth and their family members. 
Please visit the Being Jewish in Ontario website to access the film 
and learning resources.  

The Children’s Republic  
This play is written by Canadian playwright Hannah Moscovitch and produced by the Harold Green Theatre 
Company and Koffler Arts. It casts local Toronto actors, including high school students, and relays the 
heartfelt and inspirational tale of Dr. Janusz Korczak's selfless journey to bring safety to Polish-Jewish 
orphans within Warsaw. 

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/05a10)
https://www.tdsb.on.ca/stream/LiveWebcast-Asian-Heritage.html
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/12j01
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/12j01
https://sites.google.com/tdsb.on.ca/tdsbjewishheritagecommittee/home
https://www.beingjewishinontario.org/
https://www.beingjewishinontario.org/
https://hgjewishtheatre.com/2024-2025-TheChildrensRepublic.html
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/janusz-korczak-1
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Health & Well-Being 

Learn4Life Adult General Interest Program - Spring Registration Opens 
Wednesday, February 12, 2025 

 
Registration for winter courses in the Learn4Life Adult General Interest Program opens on 
February 12 at 8:30 a.m. Available to adults 18 and older, the Learn4Life program offers a 
unique opportunity to pursue interests, expand knowledge, and engage in lifelong learning. The 
program features a wide range of courses and activities designed to cater to diverse interests 
and passions—from art and fitness to languages, sports and handiwork. 

 

Courses start April 1, 2025. Visit Learn4Life’s program page for more information. 
 

 
Mental Health and Suicide Prevention Helpline 9-8-8 Quick access to support from trained 
responders, available 24/7/365. Support in English and in French, by phone and text. High 
quality, evidence-based, equitable suicide prevention and crisis support for everyone in 
Canada. 

 

https://www.tdsb.on.ca/Adult-Learners/Learn4Life


Georges Vanier Secondary School 

3000 Don Mills Rd. E., North York 

12 

 

 

Kids’ Helplines: 
 

Kids Help Phone Line is a 24 hour/7 days per week crisis line that youth can contact for support: 
Online Chat: www.kidshelpphone.ca Phone: 1-800-668-6868 Text: 686868 

 

Black Youth Help Line – available 9 AM – 10 PM www.blackyouth.ca 416-285-9944 

 

LGBT Youth Line – Sunday – Friday 4 PM – 9:30 PM – PEER SUPPORT* 

Live chat: www.youthline.ca Text: 647-694-4275 Call: 1-800-268-9688 

Naseeha - Muslim Mental Health Help Phone – 1-866-Naseeha (627-3342) 

Call: 1-866-627-3342 (7 days/week 12-9 PM) Text: 1-866-627-3342 (Mon-Fri 12-9 PM) 

 
 

Hope for Wellness Help Chat – offers immediate mental health counselling and crisis intervention to 
all Indigenous peoples across Canada 

Live chat: www.hopeforwellness.ca Call: 1-855-242-3310 (24/7) 
 

 

Other Resources: 

Help Ahead is the centralized resource and intake phone line for multiple trusted community-based 
mental health organizations in Toronto. Help Ahead has up-to-date information about the available 
programs and services and can find local supports to address the needs of your child and family. 
https://www.helpahead.ca/ 1-866-585-6486 

 

What’s Up Walk-In Clinic provides free mental health counselling for children, youth, young adults 
and their families, and family with infants. https://www.whatsupwalkin.ca/resources/ 

One Stop Talk is a free, confidential service that lets children and youth aged 0-17 years call or 
connect online from anywhere in Ontario to get brief mental health services. Parents seeking services 
are encouraged to visit One Stop Talk with their child to ensure access to a session. 

https://onestoptalk.ca/ 1-855-416-8255 
 
 

 
 

Upcoming Dates & Events 
 
May 5 – 9  Mental Health Week 
May 19 Victoria Day Holiday (no school) 
May 21 Late Start – PLC day – classes start at 9:55 am 
May 28 Late Start – classes start at 9:55 am & Athletic Banquet 
May 30 Fun Fair & Caravan Day (PM) 
June 5 Prom 
June 26 Graduation 

http://www.kidshelpphone.ca/
http://www.blackyouth.ca/
http://www.youthline.ca/
http://www.hopeforwellness.ca/
https://www.helpahead.ca/
https://www.whatsupwalkin.ca/resources/
https://onestoptalk.ca/
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School Information 
 

School Phone #: (416) 395 – 3250 

 
School’s Twitter: @GeorgesVanierSS 

 
School’s Website: 

https://schoolweb.tdsb.on.ca/georgesvanier 

 
Our Student Support Team: 

Guidance: 

Jennifer Hayward (Assistant Curriculum Leader) 

Supporting Students with surnames N - Z 

jennifer.hayward@tdsb.on.ca 

 
Margarita Leventis 

Supporting Students with Surnames G - M 

margarite.leventis@tdsb.on.ca 

 
Loraine Chichester 

Supporting Students with Surnames A - F 

loraine.chichester@tdsb.on.ca 

 
Special Education: 

Steven Maurer (Assistant Curriculum Leader) 

steven.maurer@tdsb.on.ca 

 
Student Success: 

Paula Burgess (Assistant Curriculum Leader) 

paula.burgess@tdsb.on.ca 

 
Superintendent: Kurt McIntosh (LC2|F13) 

416-395-8808 • Kurt.McIntosh@tdsb.on.ca 

 
Trustee: James Li • Ward 13 

416-395-8787 • James.Li@tdsb.on.ca 

https://schoolweb.tdsb.on.ca/georgesvanier
mailto:jennifer.hayward@tdsb.on.ca
mailto:margarite.leventis@tdsb.on.ca
mailto:loraine.chichester@tdsb.on.ca
mailto:steven.maurer@tdsb.on.ca
mailto:paula.burgess@tdsb.on.ca
mailto:Kurt.McIntosh@tdsb.on.ca
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