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FROM THE OFFICE

Dear Families,
There have been many changes to the operation of our school since we have come back from March break.
We look forward to communicating more information about more changes and our gradual return to more
regular school operations in the coming weeks. Here is a review of some of the changes that have been
made so far (from the letter that was emailed to families on March 11):
1. Students are not cohorted. We still have recess organized in areas to support appropriate supervision, but
these areas are larger and have more classes.
2. The library is being used and students have book-exchange.
3. Students are using a variety of sports equipment. As well, children may bring sports equipment from
home (no baseball bats or baseballs).
4. Having your child wear a mask will be a decision made by families. However, there are instances where
masks must still be worn (e.g., return from international travel, days 6-10 after having had COVID). Please
review these rules and consider the added challenge that we now face in schools with COVID-19 cases rising
in the community.
We would like to take this opportunity to inform the community that our Head Caretaker, Scott Collins, has
been promoted and will be moving to Monarch Park Collegiate. Mr. Collins' last day at Gledhill will be on
April 22nd. Mr. Collins has served the Gledhill community for 12 years and will be greatly missed. He has
played an important role in keeping our school safe and clean, particularly during COVID. We wish him all
the best in his new position.

WARM REGARDS,
CATHY MCALEESE & JANET BAMBRICK
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LATIN AMERICA HISTORY MONTH
Latin-America History Month is proudly
recognized at the TDSB during the month of
April. This year the theme to mark LatinAmerica History Month is (DeColonizing) LatinAmerica History Month & Beyond: Learning
about our collective pasts through the art of
healing. Since its creation of the Latin-America
History Month Volunteer Planning Committee
in 2016, the membership continues to expand

COOPERATION CHARACTER TRAIT
Our Character Trait for April is Cooperation.

searching every year for more intentional ways

Cooperation is the ability and willingness to

Nations of Turtle Island (Canada) and ways to

work with others. There aren’t many things you
can accomplish totally by yourself – it takes
cooperation to make things happen.

of working in solidarity with Indigenous
bring Elders, Knowledge Keepers, educators
and families together to decolonize
understandings of Latin-America. Resources

Cooperation involves:

have also been shared and will be used for

listening to the ideas of others

learning at Gledhill.

showing appreciation for the ideas and
contributions of others
sharing the workload for tasks and helping
out at home and at school
being inclusive and inviting others to be
part of the group

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH
During the month of April the TDSB recognizes

demonstrating good sportsmanship when

Hispanic Heritage Month. "Ontario is home to

playing a game or a sport

more than 400,000 first-, second- and third-

helping someone in need and helping in

generation Canadian of Hispanic origin. As

the community

early as 1914, Canadians who originated from 23

Books about cooperation include: A Good

Hispanic countries began immigrating to the

Team: A Cooperation Story by Anastasia Suen,

province and today the Hispanic community is

and Sometimes a Wall by Dianne White.

one of the fastest growing in Ontario. HispanicCanadians represent a dynamic community

TDSB Character Traits are an important part of

that has made significant contributions to the

learning, supporting students to achieve

growth and prosperity of the Province of

success in school.

Ontario.

APRIL IS SIKH HERITAGE MONTH
Sikh Heritage Month is recognized nationally across Canada and is proudly recognized at the
Toronto District School Board (TDSB) during the month of April. Sikh Canadians have lived in
Ontario since the turn of the twentieth century. They have made significant contributions to the
growth and prosperity of Ontario and their traditions and culture continue to be a vibrant part of
every aspect of life for Canadians today. Each day at Gledhill we will be reading announcements
about Sikh culture and notable Sikh Canadians, such as Lilly Singh.

In his hymn “Vidya vichari tan parupkari”, Guru Nanak Dev, the founder of Sikh religion, emphasized
that if you desire to acquire true knowledge, make people’s welfare your aim in life.
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NEWS FROM THE PHYS.ED.
DEPARTMENT
Great News from the GYM!
Hello and welcome Spring! The gym has
seen some changes this term and we are thrilled to
announce upcoming events.
1) Gledhill will be welcoming back the awesome XMovement program in late May. X-Movement's vision is to
'Energize Every School Community in the World' and
they believe that through unlocking the confidence to be
oneself, one accelerates the desire to learn, grow and
connect. We are greatly looking forward to re-introducing
this exciting and engaging program.
2) Intra-school Track and Field day is coming back! We
are busy planning our intra-school track and field day.
We will be organizing this energetic, engaging and
outdoor event in late Spring (we are looking to plan it on
a day where the weather is on our side!). The exact date
will be sent out closer to the time. Students will have
plenty of advance notice. As well, expectations, rules and
reminders will be laid out clearly in advance. We are
beyond excited to have a fun day of fitness and
participation!
3)Recess Revival! Gledhill school has purchased
equipment bags for each class to use at recess. The bags
will consist of balls and other cooperative and
collaborative equipment. The student's will be
encouraged to share and take care of their equipment in
order to keep using it to the end of the year (eg. we don't
want our new balls bounced over fences!).

LIGHT IT UP BLUE: WORLD AUTISM
DAY
Every April Autism Speaks celebrates World
Autism Month, beginning with the United
Nations-sanctioned World Autism
Awareness Day on April 2. This year marks
the 15th annual World Autism Awareness
Day. On April 1st (April 2nd was a Saturday),
Gledhill raised awareness of neuro-diversity
and Autism by wearing blue for World
Autism Day. World Autism Day supports a
world of inclusion and recognizes the many
contributions of people with autism. Some
well-known people with autism include
Albert Einstein, actors Dan Ackroyd,
Anthony Hopkins and Darryl Hannah, and
environmentalist Greta Thunberg.
Thunberg has said in an interview with the
New Yorker, "I see the world a bit different,
from another perspective. I can do the same
thing for hours. " She noted that when she
found out about Climate Change, she
couldn't understand why everyone on earth
was not similarly obsessed with preventing
it.

4)Shoes...Yes, indoor shoes MUST be worn in the gym.
Springtime in the Gledhill yard is notoriously muddy.
Students will not be permitted to participate in gym
activities with shoes worn outside.

VOLUNTEERING AT GLEDHILL
As we are continuing to return to more regular school operations, we will be looking forward to
having parent volunteers in our school once again. In order to be a parent volunteer you must have a
Police Reference Check. If you have already completed your Police Reference Check, you should
complete an Annual Offense Declaration. Please email Ms. Bambrick (janet.bambrick@tdsb.on.ca) for
more information.
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IN THE MUSIC ROOM” BY MRS. BAILEY (IT’S
SO NICE TO WRITE THAT AFTER 2 YEARS!! : ))
It is GREAT to be entering spring with more
regular routines in our music program!
Students will be learning music education and
the elements of music doing a variety of
activities and using a variety of instruments!
The grade 4/5 classes are learning ukuleles,
grade 3 and 3/4 classes are singing and soon
to be learning recorders, and the
Kindergarten, grade 1, and grade 2 classes will
continue to focus on learning musical
elements through singing and the use of more
Orff instruments!
We’re back in room 19 and are using all of the
great parts of our room! We continue to
sanitize when entering the room and are
following a seating plan. As well, instruments
are regularly disinfected. When the students in
grades 3-4 play recorder, they are welcome
and encouraged to wear their masks when not
actively playing their recorder.
A reminder to the grade 3 and 3/4 classes
that all recorder orders must be submitted
to Mrs. Bailey no later than Thursday, April
14th. Please ask your child for their form as
they will be sent home between April 4th7th . If your child does not need to purchase a
recorder, please send them with a recorder
that you already own, to their next music
class, with a case and their name on the case.
(A long clean sock will work if they don’t have
a case.)
Thank you for your continued support of
the music program at Gledhill!

PARENT COUNCIL NEWS

The School Advisory Council
will meet on Thursday, April 7th.
A Zoom link will be circulated
in advance of the event. The meeting
begins at 6:30 p.m.
Are you interested in becoming more
engaged with the Parent Council? No
experience necessary, just a desire to
help further build our Gledhill
community online. Please contact
Marisa.Silver@tdsb.on.ca or
Lindsay.Tarvit@tdsb.on.ca if you are
interested!
Marisa and Lindsay
Co-Chairs

UPCOMING EVENTS
April 1

World Autism DayWear Blue

April 2May 4

Ramadan

April 7

Parent Council

April 13

International Day of
Pink-Wear Pink

April 15

Good Friday-No School

April 18

Easter Monday-No
School

April 15-23

Passover

April 22

Earth Day-Think Green
be Green

April 22

Eastern Orthodox Good
Friday
PA Day-No School
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CONTACT US
School Office

416-393-1745

School Website

schoolweb.tdsb.on.ca/gledhill

Cathy McAleese

Principal
Vice-Principal

Janet Bambrick

Office Administrator

Maxwell Harris

Secretary

Joanna Kougias

School Council Co-Chairs

Marisa Silver
and Lindsay Tarvit
Nadira Persaud

Superintendent of Education (LN24)

Michelle Aarts

Trustee (Ward 16)
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