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FROM THE OFFICE
We write this newsletter as another school closure has been announced in Toronto due to the COVID-19
virus. The past few weeks have demanded a lot from our school community and our staff as decisions to
close classrooms, and now schools, have happened very quickly and with little warning. We are grateful for
your patience and support as we pivot again to remote learning.
Student learning at Gledhill is focused on embedding the values of inclusion and Anti-Racism in academic
work, while also fostering positive peer relationships. Belonging and Contributing, is an important pillar of
the Kindergarten program that continues throughout a student’s education. Our school equity goal
supports this pillar by asking our staff to examine implicit bias and remove the barriers to inclusion in our
classrooms. As incidents of racism, particularly anti-Asian racism, are on the rise in society, supporting
student understanding is critical. To that end our staff will be using a new resource in class lessons.
Addressing Anti-Asian Racism: An Educator Resource was created by the TDSB and ETT . A link to this
resource can be found here: https://www.etfo.ca/BuildingAJustSociety/EquityResources/Pages/AntiAsianRacism.aspx.
Supporting initiatives for inclusion and anti-bullying is long-standing at Gledhill and celebrating the
International Day of Pink has been a tradition. This year the day is April 14th during the April break (April
12-16) but we will wear pink on Friday, April 9th . The International Day of Pink was started in Nova Scotia
when two high school students witnessed a student who identified as being gay and was wearing a pink
shirt being bullied. The two students intervened but wanted to do more to prevent homophobic bullying.
They decided to purchase pink shirts, and a few days later got everyone at school to arrive wearing pink,
standing in solidarity. The result was that an entire school took a stand and began working together to
prevent homophobic bullying.
WARM REGARDS,
CATHY MCALEESE & JANET BAMBRICK
APRIL 2021
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GLEDHILL PARENT COUNCIL
Our next School Council
meeting is on Thursday,
April 22nd with DA
Morrison Principal, Marc
Mullins. We welcome all
parents of our graduating
students - both in school
and virtual - to attend!

CHARACTER TRAIT FOR APRIL
Cooperation is the character trait for April.
Cooperating is about working together and helping

The agenda and meeting link will be
circulated the week prior. Watch for news on
upcoming (virtual) community events and
initiatives in the coming weeks. Until we
meet again - be well, be safe, and be kind.

others. When kids cooperate, they have more positive
social interactions and are better able to make and
keep friends. Here are some tips for growing
cooperativeness in young children:
Model cooperation skills at home, for example,
asking for items politely at a meal, taking turns
and sharing.When adults model cooperation it
shows children what this character trait looks like.
Role-play how to cooperate.Role-playing and
“acting” what cooperation looks like in different
scenarios helps children to practice this skill.·
Plan activities and games that require children to
cooperate. For example working together to keep
a ball from touching the ground.
Watch a favourite show about cooperation, such
as the Arthur episode “Spar for the Course” .
This information has been adapted from:
https://www.kidsintransitiontoschool.org/5-tips-forteaching-cooperation/
TDSB Character Traits are an important part of
learning, supporting students to achieve success in
school.

ON THE MUSIC
CART BY
MRS. BAILEY
A reminder to Gledhill families that the Google
music classroom is ALWAYS available for
students to use!
There are numerous categorized resources and
activities that students from kindergarten to
grade 5 can use... from fun sing-along songs,
body percussion activities, to ukulele and
recorder sheet music, should students like to
continue doing what we can’t do at school, in
the comfort of your own home! PLUS SO MUCH
MORE!
And remember... “Music gives a soul to the
universe, wings to the mind, flight to the
imagination and life to everything. – Plato. I’m
hoping that you are able to use music to help
you soar during these unprecedented times.

TDSB VIRTUAL LIBRARY
Here are two ways to access the Virtual Library:
1.Gledhill Library https://www.tdsb.on.ca/library/HOME/schoolno/5228
2.Generic Access - www.tdsb.on.ca/library
All resources are password protected when used at
home. Passwords and resources are listed on the
Virtual Library Learnmark.
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APRIL IS HISPANIC,
LATIN, AND SIKH
HERITAGE MONTH

NEWS FROM THE PHYS.ED.
DEPARTMENT

Hispanic Heritage Month (in Ontario) is an

opportunity to remember, celebrate and educate
future generations about the outstanding
achievements and contributions of Hispanic people
in the province. Ontario is home to more than
400,000 first-, second- and third-generation
Canadians of Hispanic origin.
Online Resources to Learn More: Library of

Congress. (n.d.). Spanish’s Gift to English. (Require
Flash). An online interactive exploring common
English words with Spanish origins.
Latin America Heritage Month: During the month

of April the Toronto District School Board (TDSB) is
proud to recognize Latin-America History Month. In
April 2016, our TDSB Board of Trustees voted that
April be designated as Latin-America History Month
at the TDSB.
Online Resources to Learn More:

TVOKids. (2018). Ping and friends - Fiesta Fiesta. 7:00
min. Gr JK-3
TVOKids. (2018). Ping and friends - From Kickups to
Samba. 7:00 min. Gr JK-3
Bookflix (Gr JK-3) (username: tdsb password:trillium)
e-books for kids, print and narration in Spanish.

Happy Spring!
As we continue to run a
hybrid of spaces PE
program I am asking for
parents to continue to
remind their children
that indoor/outdoor
shoes are still a must!
Speaking of musts....I must say, I am so pleased,
encouraged and proud of our Gledhill students,
all of them, who continue to demonstrate their
positive Gledhill spirit throughout this year and
all the changes that we have faced together. PE
class has looked very different in terms of
traditional sports activities, however, never short
on creative movement, exercise, and fun! And
who here remembers Fun, Fitness, Friday? We
have not been able to run our usual Friday
program of fitness activity stations this year,
however, I look forward to the day we are able
to bring out the lacrosse sticks, the volleyballs,
the fox tails...just to name a few, and truly
realize the full potential of the top notch
Gledhill PE program!
Lastly, attached is the April fitness calendar. I
hope that you are enjoying these at home
fitness' blasts as much as I do!
I wish you all a very happy "March"(April) break.

Select Espanol tab to open a book, then select
Espanol tab again.
Sikh Heritage Month is proudly recognized at the

Toronto District School Board (TDSB) during the
month of April. April is an important month for the
Sikh community. In this month, Sikh Canadians
celebrate Vaisakhi, which marks the creation of the
Khalsa and the Sikh articles of faith. Sikh Heritage
Month is an opportunity to remember, celebrate and
educate future generations about Sikh Canadians
and the important role that they have played and
continue to play in communities across Ontario.”
Online Resources to Learn More:

TVOkids. (2018) It’s my party - Lohri Gr 1-6 22 min.

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PINK-APRIL 9TH AT GLEDHILL
International Day of Pink will be celebrated worldwide on April 14th, 2021 to help
create a more inclusive and diverse world. Make sure to wear PINK!
The message was clear:
anyone can bully, anyone can be victimized by bullying,
but together we can stop it!
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MAKING SENSE OF RESILIENCE:
WORKSHOP SERIES FOR
PARENTS
We need to understand how to foster resilience
in our children now more than ever. There are
differing opinions about how to accomplish this.
TDSB Social Worker, Nina Bregman, and TDSB
Psycho-educational Consultant, Angelina Lee,
invite you to learn how to foster resilience using
the Attachment-Based Developmental
Approach, created by developmental
psychologist, Dr. Gordon Neufeld. In this video
course entitled Making Sense of Resilience, you
will learn what is required for children to bounce
back from difficult circumstances (e.g., a global
pandemic) and reach their highest potential.
Sign up for a one-hour orientation session on
Eventbrite to learn more and register for the
course, which will run from April 28th to May
26th, every Wednesday from 11:00 AM to 1:00
PM.
Registration is on Eventbrite: Here it is:
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/making-sense-ofresilience-special-topic-course-forparentscaregivers-tickets-142050899063

ETIQUETTE FOR REMOTE LEARNING
As we move to online learning, we ask parents to
remind their children to:

Follow rules and expectations for the online
platform that have been set by your teacher
Be polite and courteous to everyone
Address your teachers and others in a respectful
manner

M ENTAL HEALTH AND WELL-BEING
Need immediate help?
If you or someone you know is experiencing a
mental health or substance use emergency, call
9-1-1 or go to the emergency room of your local
hospital.
If you are not sure if it is an emergency, or just
need to talk through the situation, consider
reaching out to:,Telehealth Ontario at 1-866797-0000, or the distress line or mobile crisis
team in your area
Kids Help Phone at 1-800-668-6868 or texting
CONNECT to 686868

UPCOMING DATES
APRIL 9

International Day of Pink
at Gledhill (April 14 is the
actual day).

APRIL 12APRIL 16

April Break (replacing
March Break)

APRIL 12MAY 12

Ramadan begins the
evening of April 12 and
ends the evening May 12

APRIL 28MAY 26

Making Sense of
Resilience: Parent
Workshop Series

APRIL 22

Virtual Parent Council
Meeting

MAY 4-8

Children's Mental Health Week

MAY 13-15

Eid-al-Fitr

MAY 24

Victoria Day-No School

JUNE 4

Elementary School PA
Day-No School

Be safe - do not share virtual links or personal
information with anyone outside of the virtual
platform.

JUNE 21

National Indigenous
Persons Day

Finally, participate! Take part in the lesson,
contribute and take advantage of the learning
process. We are in this together!

JUNE 29

Contact teachers privately to discuss any personal
matters rather than addressing them in a google
classroom
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Last day of school.
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Vice-Principal

George Poursanidis

Office Administrator

Joanna Kougias

Secretary

Marisa Silver
Nadira Persaud

School Council Chair
Superintendent of Education (LN24)

Michelle Aarts

416-393-1745

Trustee (Ward 16)

https://schoolweb.tdsb.on.ca/gledhill

