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FROM THE OFFICE
The week of May 3rd to 7th is Children's Mental Health week in the TDSB. As we
continue to learn remotely, the importance of Children's Mental Health and WellBeing has never been greater. The TDSB Professional Support Services has launched
Virtual Drop-In Sessions for families on Tuesdays and Thursdays. More information
appears in this newsletter. Staff have also been engaged in activities with their
students, including making posters and reading books that focus on the themes of
resilience, diversity and understanding emotions.
We want to thank our Parent Council for organizing the Virtual Dance Party last week
for families. This free event was a great way to bring our community together and was
certainly a way to dance away our worries and have fun!
Mrs. D'Souza , who is on leave this year but has taught at Gledhill for many years, has
announced her retirement. She will be greatly missed by the staff and families at
Gledhill. Her letter to the community can be found on the next page of this
newsletter.
As we move into May, with warmer weather and longer days, we are hopeful that the
vaccine effort will turn the tide with COVID-19. We look forward to sunnier days ahead.
WARM REGARDS,
CATHY MCALEESE & JANET BAMBRICK
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Farewell from Mrs. D'Souza
Dear Colleagues, Parents and Students,

CHARACTER TRAIT FOR MAY
Integrity is the character trait for May. Integrity
is defined as ‘the quality of being honest and
having strong moral principles. Integrity is
about making good choices. It is doing the
right things for the right reason. It is about
being honest with yourself and honest with
others. We can support the development of this
character trait in children by:
·Articulating your families’ values

It is with mixed feelings that I let you know that I am
retiring. After 30 years of teaching, 18 at Gledhill Junior
Public School, it is time to move onto new adventures.
Thank you to my colleagues for their support and
friendship and for being exemplars of what it is to teach
with empathy, passion and professionalism.The Gledhill
community is lucky to have such dedicated and caring
individuals in their children’s lives.
Thank you to the students. You have taught me
patience, understanding and adaptability. Finding joy in
small accomplishments and hearing the proud claims of
“I did it!” from each one of you when a new skill was
acquired served as a reward for me. Your laughter was
the adrenaline I needed to get through the longest
weeks.
Thank you to the parents for the notes of appreciation
and words of encouragement over the years. A simple
gesture of thanks makes such a difference to a teacher.
For many of you, I have had the good fortune of
teaching more than one of your children. Whether it was
one child or three, thank you for entrusting their
education to me.Thank you also, for remembering that a
class is made up of many personalities, including the
teacher, and for the support needed to work together in
a partnership. It is that partnership, between home and
school, that is forged in mutual respect.

·Developing a moral vocabulary (e.g., words
such as honesty, trust, fairness, respect,
responsibility, courage)
·Teaching digital etiquette
·Being a role model and sharing meaningful
stories about integrity

I hope to see many of you in the community.
Be well, stay safe.
Mrs. D’Souza

**Taken from
https://www.rootsofaction.com/integrity/
TDSB Character Traits are an important part of
learning, supporting students to achieve
success in school.

VIRTUAL MUSIC CLASSROOM:
FROM MRS BAILEY
On Monday, May 3rd, Gledhill students will participate in a national event celebrating
the importance of music in our lives and music education in our schools by listening
to and singing the song "Hymn to Freedom" composed by the late Canadian
composer and pianist Oscar Peterson. We will continue these activities throughout
the week. I encourage you to have a conversation with your child about what they
are learning and doing in their music classes. Thank you for the support that you
continue to provide for your children in navigating online music classes.
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MAY IS ASIAN AND JEWISH
HERITAGE MONTH
This year, the TDSB Jewish Heritage Committee is

NEWS FROM THE PHYS.ED.
DEPARTMENT

pleased to partner with the Asian Heritage

Hello Gledhill Tigers!

Committee for the month of May, Jewish and Asian

The health unit taught

Heritage months, to present Chicken Soup,

during June will be Human

Chicken Soup. This program targeted at students

Growth and Development.

in Kindergarten-grade 5, has been described as a

TDSB acknowledges the

“very sweet book and a perfect early lesson on

importance of a child’s

diversity.” As Sophie the main character in the story

understanding of human

says about her grandmothers’ soups - “a little

development and sexual

different; a lot the same”. Gledhill will be

health and that students are

participating in the activities that have been
created for this book.

best served when schools
and parents work together to support learning

Jewish Heritage Month: On May 4-9, the TDSB

Development and Sexual Health will be taught in a

about healthy living. Education related to Human

Jewish Heritage Committee is pleased to support
Liberation75, a virtual, free, once-in-a-lifetime event
to commemorate the 75th anniversary of liberation
from the Holocaust. This global gathering of
survivors, descendants, educators and friends will
feature survivor testimony, interactive discussions,
performances, films, and exhibits. For more

developmentally appropriate manner and delivered
to meet the learning needs of students at different
ages. The goal of this learning is to help students
build the skills they need to develop personal
responsibility for lifelong health, contribute to an
inclusive school culture and make responsible
choices that protect themselves from potential
harms. Please contact your child's HPE teacher if

information go to: www.liberation75.org.

you have questions. Families should look for an

Asian Heritage Month: During the month of May,

email with more information, including the topics
that will be covered in your child's grade,

the Toronto District School Board proudly
recognizes Asian Heritage Month by celebrating the

May's Fitness Calendar:

numerous achievements of Asian-Canadians and
their significant role on the global stage. This year

.

our theme is Discover. Share. Celebrate our
Resiliency! Gledhill staff are using a teacher led
resource document called, “Addressing Anti Asian
Racism: A resource for Educators” to acknowledge
the continued resiliency and barriers our students
face as we continue to support our system.

MAY 3RD-7TH IS CHILDREN'S MENTAL HEALTH WEEK!
This year, the TDSB recognizes Children’s Mental Health Week (CMHW) from May 3 to 7, 2021. To
help support student mental health and well-being for all, the Professional Support Services team
has developed a wide variety of resources in line with this year’s theme of Coping, Caring and
Connecting. Please access these resources below and also our COVID-19 specific resources.
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PARENT COUNCIL

Thanks to those who joined us at the Virtual Dance
Party! We had a great time and hope you did too! We
look forward to hosting more events with Dance 'N"
Culture in the future and hope to see you there!
Special thanks to DA Morrison Principal Marc Mullen
for joining us at our last meeting to introduce parents
to all that his school has to offer. Did you miss it?
Don't worry! There will be other opportunities for
grade 5 students and their families to get acquainted
with the school. Our next School Council meeting is
on Tuesday, May 25th at 6:30pm . The agenda and
meeting link will be circulated the week prior.
Until we meet again - be well, be safe, and be kind

UPCOMING DATES
MAY 3

Music Monday Activities
with Mrs. Bailey

MAY 3-12

MAY 4-8

VIRTUAL LIBRARY
HIGHLIGHT: CAPSTONE
Looking for an amazing e-Book that you can read any
time, anywhere, and on any device? Check out the
Capstone library where you can find chapter books,
non-fiction books, picture books, and graphic novels for
all ages. Just click on the link to visit our Virtual Library
website https://www.tdsb.on.ca/library/HOME/schoolno/5228.
Follow these two easy steps and you'll be reading in no
time!
STEPS: Click on the green "Read, Watch, Learn" tile and
find Capstone Interactive.

MAY 13-15

MAY 24

Ramadan continues and
ends May 12

Children's Mental
Health Week

Eid-al-Fitr

Victoria Day-No School

MAY 25

Parent Council Meeting

JUNE 4

Elementary School PA
Day-No School

JUNE 21

National Indigenous
Persons Day

JUNE 29

Last day of school.

Vi
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