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FROM THE OFFICE
As we enter November, our Gledhill staff are busily preparing Progress Reports, which will go out to
families in mid-November. These reports give a snapshot of learning, focused on the Learning Skills, and
are a chance for families to connect with their child's teacher about academic progress. Teachers will
be making appointments for interviews the week of November 15th. Interviews will be held virtually, or
by phone, due to ongoing Health and Safety protocols.
Please see in this Newsletter information about Early French Immersion programs. New this year, the
entry point for French Immersion will be both Junior Kindergarten and Senior Kindergarten (students
born in 2017 and 2018). The application is fully online and is open now until November 26th. Going
forward, Junior Kindergarten will be the entry point for Early French Immersion programs.
November is Indigenous Education month in the TDSB. Students at Gledhill will continue to dig deeper
into their understanding of Indigenous relationships to the land, particularly through continuing to
examine the Land Acknowledgement and to express the Land Acknowledgement in their own words.
We began this inquiry into the Land Acknowledgement in September and student quotes were shared
in a previous newsletter. We will continue to share student reflections in future newsletters.
This week we will be saying good-bye to Heather Sorensen Heise, who came to our rescue at the
beginning of the year to get our school office up and running. We welcome Maxwell Harris who will be
our permanent Office Administrator at Gledhill.
WARM REGARDS,
CATHY MCALEESE & JANET BAMBRICK
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EARLY FRENCH IMMERSION
PROGRAM APPLICATIONS
The entry point to Early French Immersion is
changing to Junior Kindergarten. For entry to
Early French Immersion for September 2022
only, the entry group will include Junior and
Senior Kindergarten students. Families of
children born in both 2017 and 2018 may apply
in November 2021 to begin the program in

CHARACTER TRAIT FOR
NOVEMBER

September 2022 . It is an entirely online
process. All communication will be sent via

EMPATHY is November ’s Character Trait.

the email address you provide. Please check

Having empathy is a key ingredient to becoming the

your email regularly, including junk mail

best person you can be. You can practice empathy
by:
listening to someone rather than trying to talk to

folders.
IMPORTANT DATES:
Application process opens: November 1, 2021

them
asking someone how they are feeling if you think
there is something wrong
learning about people from different backgrounds
and cultures

Deadline for applications: November 26,
2021
Please visit the application site
www.tdsb.on.ca/pars.

showing concern and care for others
paying attention to the needs of others
getting to know someone better instead of
judging them

REMEMBRANCE DAY

Taken From: http://www.inspiremykids.com

T hursday, November 11th will be a

“People will forget what you said, people will forget

Remembrance Day service at Gledhill which

what you did, but people will never forget how you

will be shared on the PA system. Due to

made them feel." (Bonnie Jean Wasmund)

Health and Safety measures we will not be

Character traits are an important part of learning,

having an assembly or any in-person events.

supporting students to achieve success in school.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 9TH IS PICTURE "RETAKE" DAY
Picture "re-take" day is an opportunity for students who were
absent from school on picture day to have their picture taken.
This day will also be an opportunity for our Gledhill Virtual
students to have their picture taken. Regretfully, all other
students who already had their pictures taken will not be
getting another picture taken as there is not enough time with
the photographer. Thank-you for your understanding.
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INDIGENOUS EDUCATION MONTH
November is Indigenous Education Month at the
Toronto District School Board. It is important to
centre First Nations, Métis and Inuit histories,
contemporary realities, and voices. For Gledhill, this
is an opportunity to learn from Indigenous
perspectives on treaties, Indigenous leadership,
achievements, resistance and creativity. Students at
Gledhill will also be focused on the meaning of the
Land Acknowledgement, which is read each day on
the announcements, and will continue to reflect on
what we are acknowledging personally each day
when we hear this.
Truth and Reconciliation is a guiding principle at
the TDSB. Throughout November, students, staff
and community members will engage in
meaningful opportunities to learn together about
our shared histories and to build stronger
relationships between Indigenous and nonIndigenous Peoples. The TDSB Urban Indigenous
Education Centre has prepared many resources for
teachers to use this month. Click on this link to see
some of the resources that are available:
Indigenous Education Resources

NEWS FROM THE
PHYS.ED. DEPARTMENT
FROM MS. PACE AND MR. WEBB

Hello Gledhill Families!
As the weather becomes colder, we encourage all
students to have indoor/outdoor shoes available to
ensure 100% participation during gym time. We
continue to use a hybrid of spaces throughout the
school to ensure proper social distancing and
cleaning of the spaces between use.
During PE time, your child will be actively
participating in the gym (with limited to no
equipment), Sometimes students are in one of the
two lunchrooms, and at other times they are
utilizing outdoor spaces such as the playground or
field. Some PE classes will be held in the
classroom. This system has been working out very
well and students have adapted and understand
our routines.
We look forward to continuing to deliver a safe,
physically active, and fun program!

HINDU HERITAGE MONTH
The Toronto District School Board (TDSB) is proud
to recognize Hindu Heritage Month during the
month of November as the Board of Trustees voted
to pass a motion in April 2018 to mark this time. On
December 8th, 2016, the Province of Ontario passed
the Hindu Heritage Month Act by declaring that the
month of November in each year is proclaimed as
Hindu Heritage Month. The theme this year selected
by the TDSB Hindu Heritage Month Volunteer
Planning Committee is Sri Rama: Epitome of love,
compassion, duty, and service. Sri Rama, who lived
thousands of years ago, was the 7th avatar or
reincarnation of Vishnu. The Ramayana, the story of
Rama’s life, is a great Hindu epic representing the
rich cultural heritage of India. The Ramayana is also
celebrated across Asia – in Indonesia, Thailand,
Malaysia, Laos, Myanmar, Philippines, Japan and
China as a social and cultural icon. For Hindus the
word ‘Rama’ is a mantra (a sacred chant) and ‘Rama
Rama’ is a common greeting, instead of ‘Hello!’.

NO DOGS
We are asking all Gledhill families to remember that there are no dogs
on school property. Unfortunately,we have had a number of instances of students
stepping in dog poo when they are playing in our yard, which is very upsetting
for them. As well, some students are very afraid of dogs which can make the
morning drop-off or pick-up difficult for families. Thank you for your cooperation.
NOVEMBER 2021
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HALLOWE'EN FUN

PARENT COUNCIL NEWS
Your 2021/2022 Gledhill School Council
and Meeting Dates
Thank you to those who attended our first
council meeting of the school year last
month. It was wonderful to see so many
new and returning faces. We look forward to
working together this year. Our meeting
dates for the months ahead will be:
Nov 9 (Tues)
Dec 9 (Thurs)
Jan 11 (Tues)
Feb 10 (Thurs)
March 8 (Tues)
April 7 (Thurs)
May 10 (Tues)
June 9 (Thurs)

Meetings will be held via Zoom for the
foreseeable future, and begin at 6:30pm.
Meeting agendas and Zoom links are
circulated in the week prior to each
meeting. We hope to see you there!
In case you missed it, your 2021/2022 School
Council is:
Council Co-Chairs - Marisa Silver and
Lindsay Tarvit
Treasurer - Jennifer Reynolds
Secretary – Jill Kovacs Argue
Parent Engagement - Michael Dijkhuis
Healthy Kids - Erin Spencer
Eco-Initiatives - Erin Spencer; Maili
Sedore
School Improvement - Erin Spencer

UPCOMING EVENTS

NOVEMBER 2021
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NOV. 3-9

Grade 3 CCAT Tests

NOV. 7

Clocks Fall back 1 hour

NOV. 9

Picture Re-Take Day

NOV. 9

Virtual Parent Council
Meeting

NOV. 11

Remembrance Day

NOV. 19

PA
PA Day-No
Day-No School
School

https://schoolweb.tdsb.on.ca/gledhill

OCT. 29
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CONTACT US
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416-393-1745

School Website

schoolweb.tdsb.on.ca/gledhill
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Janet Bambrick

Office Administrator

Maxwell Harris

Secretary

Joanna Kougias

School Council Co-Chairs

Marisa Silver
and Lindsay Tarvit
Nadira Persaud

Superintendent of Education (LN24)

Michelle Aarts
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