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FROM THE OFFICE
We have nearly completed our fourth week of school, and learning in all classrooms is well
underway. The school has been busy with the grade 4s and 5s participating in Student Vote
day on September 20th, Orange Shirt Day, and a Terry Fox run day. You can read more about
these events in this newsletter. We have just completed picture day today. A second picture
day will be scheduled in November for any students who did not get their pictures taken
today.
Teachers are in the process of setting up virtual platforms to maintain a connection between
home and school. Information about your child’s class will be posted on these sites/ we
encourage you to visit these platforms with your child so that you may become familiar with
using them. As we enter into October, we continue to remind families of the importance of
following health and safety guidelines related to COVID 19. Keeping our school open and
children safe is a community effort. Parents must keep their children home if they are
experiencing any symptoms related to the COVID virus. This is everyone’s responsibility. We
also remind parents/caregivers that they must wear a mask on school property at drop off and
pick up times and maintain physical distancing.

We encourage families to get involved in our school by attending the Parent Council meeting
on Tuesday, October 12th . This first meeting of the school year will be virtual. Please see
more details below in the newsletter. As always, don’t hesitate to contact our school office if
you have any questions or concerns.
WARM REGARDS,
CATHY MCALEESE & JANET BAMBRICK
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OCTOBER IS SOMALI
HERITAGE MONTH
The Toronto District School Board (TDSB)
recognizes Somali Heritage Month during the
month of October. The TDSB has been marking
Somali Heritage Month since June 2016, and
continues to expand on the selected theme
Educate. Elevate. Excel. At Gledhill we will be

CHARACTER TRAIT FOR
OCTOBER
Responsibility is the character trait for October.

When we support children to take responsibility for
themselves we are supporting them to develop their
independence and also to develop confidence in
their own abilities. Teaching responsibility also helps

reading quotes from Somali culture and
sharing information about notable Somali
Canadians on the daily announcements.

OCTOBER ISLAMIC
HERITAGE MONTH IN THE
TDSB

children to think about the world around them, and

The Toronto District School Board (TDSB)

to think about what they can contribute to society to

recognizes Islamic Heritage Month during the

make their communities a better place.

month of October since our Board of Trustee

To develop the character trait of responsibility in

passed their motion on June 22, 2016.

children we can:

main theme for the month is: Reflect.

Ask children to help with chores and tasks at
home.

The

Celebrate. Learn.

Allow children to complete tasks independently

A poster has been created by photographs

(e.g., organizing their backpacks, making lunches,

provided by author Richard A. Awid with the

completing homework).

theme History of Early Canadian Muslims.

Support a child's ideas and strategies for

It

will be posted to the TDSB website and in our

completing a task.
Have your child join community groups that have

schools shortly.

a service mindset (e.g., Brownies or the school

for the month has been posted for teachers to

Eco-Club).

An updated resource guide

support teaching and learning and daily

TDSB Character Traits are an important part of
learning, supporting students to achieve success in

announcements will also celebrate the

school.

accomplishments of Early Canadian Muslims.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5TH IS PICTURE DAY
On Photo Day, your child will be coming home with their
ONLINE ACCESS CODES. Follow the easy steps to view and
order your child’s portrait photos at www.clearimages.ca
Photos will be available to view within 5 days. A follow-up
picture day for students who missed getting their picture
taken and for Gledhill virtual students will be scheduled for
November.

OCTOBER 2021
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STUDENT VOTE 2021
As part of the Canadian Government and
Citizenship unit in Social Studies, the Grade 4/5
classes participated in the Student Vote. Students
are learning about our levels of government, the
different parties and platforms and they made their
own informed decision before they vote which was
held on Monday September 20. Students were
excited to be part of the democratic process. And
wow, did they have a lot to say about the
communities and country where they live. They
students also examined the student results and
how they compared to the rest of the country. More
than 800,000 students from more than 5,900
schools participated in Student Vote Canada 2021
and Gledhill was glad to be one of the participating
schools. Votes were cast in all 338 ridings.

NEWS FROM THE
PHYS.ED. DEPARTMENT
FROM MS. PACE

News from the gym!
PE classes will continue to be outside as much
as possible for the month of October. A
reminder for all students to dress for the
weather and where possible wear athletic
shoes. Please remind your children that water
bottles are used for the purposes of drinking
water only.
We will continue to learn and play games
based on cooperation and teamwork while
emphasising physical activity and increasing
our endurance and stamina. All the games we
learn during PE class can be used at recess
time as they require minimal to no equipment
and the children have been well versed in how
to play them.

ORANGE SHIRT DAY

NO DOGS
We are asking all Gledhill families to remember that there are no dogs
on school property. Unfortunately,we have had a number of instances of students
stepping in dog poo when they are playing in our yard, which is very upsetting
for them. As well, some students are very afraid of dogs which can make the
morning drop-off or pick-up difficult for families. Thank you for your cooperation.
OCTOBER 2021
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TERRY FOX RUN 2021

PARENT COUNCIL NEWS

Thank you Gledhill for another great year
supporting Terry Fox! Students have been
learning about Terry’s “Marathon of Hope” in
class. We have been focused on the slogan “Try
Like Terry” encouraging all students to do their
best and never give up!

Mark your calendar:
School Council Elections October 12th

Ask your child about the Gledhill “Marathon of
Hope”. Students participated with their class in
a variety of activities to represent each
province and territory in Canada. Many classes
have also been doing daily running challenges
for Terry! Way to go!
Many thanks to all families who have donated
online. Our school has raised over $1500 to
date! If you would like to support the cause
please visit: www.terryfox.ca/GledhillPSToronto
An updated total will be posted in next
month’s newsletter.
Thank you from the Terry Fox Committee

TRUTH & RECONCILIATION DAYSEPTEMBER 30TH
Last week Gledhill students wore Orange shirts
on September 30th as part of Orange Shirt day
and to recognize Truth and Reconciliation. On
the announcements students shared their
understanding of the Land Acknowledgement
and what they acknowledging. Here is some of
what the students in grades 4 and 5 said:
Kenny-"The Land Acknowledgement
acknowledges that I am on someone else's
land and that they (Indigenous people) let me
use this land."
Luke-"We acknowledge that (the Indigenous
people) were here before us and that this is
their land."
Miles-"We have to acknowledge and respect
that (the Indigenous people) let us build this
school on their land."

Mark your calendar: School
Council Elections - October
12th
Feeling fired-up about
creating safe spaces and
enriching opportunities for
our kids this year?

Feeling energized about our collective
ability to achieve amazing things?There are
SO many ways to be involved in the School
Council. To nominate yourself for a position
on the council, just complete our easy form
on Survey Monkey here
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DS28BS9
or pick up/drop off a paper copy outside the
main door of the school. Nominations are
due by Friday October 8th. All
parents/caregivers of Gledhill students,
including those learning virtually, are
welcome to participate, run for elected
positions, sit on committees, and of course vote! (All meetings will be held virtually
until further notice.)Meeting link will be
circulated shortly.
Yours in partnership,
Marisa Silver, Chair

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sophie-"We need to take care of the land and
make sure that it is healthy and happy."

OCT. 5

Photo Day

Layla-"We are on someone else's land and we
need to take care of it and make the best of it."

OCT. 11

Thanksgiving-No School

Teaching and Learning about Truth and
Reconciliation also involves teaching children
about the horrors of Canada' residential school
system. There are many good books that are
developmentally appropriate that support this
learning. As an example, the students in
Room 29 have been reading the book "Fatty
Legs" by Margaret Pokiak-Fenton and Christy
Jordan-Fenton.

OCT. 12

Parent Council Electionsmore information to follow

OCT. 29

Hallowe'en Costume Day

OCTOBER 2021
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CONTACT US
School Office
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