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From the office…
Welcome families to the beginning of another school year! As the second week of school
begins, the children are getting used to the routines and are engaged in new learning. It has
been a wonderful start to the school year and students will have many new experiences as the
year progresses.
I would like to welcome back all previous students and their families, and extend a special
welcome to all our new families who have made the Gledhill community their new home. A
special welcome to the Junior Kindergarten students and Senior Kindergarten French Immersion students who are new to the school and are starting/continuing their educational career. I
know that you will find the staff approachable, friendly and ready to help in every way.
Our first event of the school year is Curriculum Night on Thursday, September 12th. The
evening will begin with a demonstration by X-Power from 5:00 pm to 6:00 pm, followed by
classroom visits from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm. The evening will end with our 4th Annual Terry
Fox family walk which will begin at 7:00 pm. I look forward to seeing families on September
12th and throughout the year, whether it is at morning drop-off, a school event or by getting
involved in our Gledhill School Council. Your support and input are always welcomed and
appreciated.
Along with this first newsletter you will be receiving or have already received a package of
important materials for you to read, sign and return to the school. These materials are extremely important to ensuring student health and safety along with providing initial permissions for
your children to participate fully in school events. Please return these materials to the school as
soon as possible. As well, new this year, the TDSB has emailed families with a link to completing digital forms. Please contact our school office if you did not receive this email or need
help completing the online forms.
Finally, I would like to welcome our new Vice-Principal, Janet Bambrick, to our
Administration Team. As well Mr. Poursanidis is our new Office Administrator, replacing
Ms. Pierce who retired in June. Both Mr. Poursanidis and Ms. Heasman, our Clerical Secretary, are always ready and available to welcome and assist you with questions. If you have
any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call the office and make arrangements to
meet with your child’s teacher or myself at 416 -393-1745.
Cathy McAleese, Principal

Gledhill School Council

Janet Bambrick, Vice-Principal

The Gledhill School Council is pleased to welcome all new and returning parents. Who is the Gledhill School Council?
The council consists of a Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, a handful of specific chairs (fundraising, communication, ECO etc),
the Principal and VP, a teacher representative and ALL parents. Positions are elected each fall. If you have a student at the
school, then you are a voting member and are invited to every meeting. The council meets approximately once every 6
weeks. Our goals, among other things, are to improve communication, foster a sense of community and fund raise for
enrichment programs and resources in the school. The best way to stay informed is to enter your email address at our blog
gledhillguardian.com and you will get daily announcement updates and posts about upcoming events and volunteer
opportunities. The first Gledhill School Council meeting will be held on Thursday, September 19th at 6pm.
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Daily Dismissal
All grade K - 5 students are dismissed at 3:20 pm through the back doors of our school. Teachers release students to
their parent/guardian from this area to ensure student safety. Please notify your child’s teacher in writing if there is a
change to the arrangements for your child’s pick-up.
School Hours – Kindergarten, Grades 1 to 5
Morning School Entry Gr. K - 5
Anthem & Announcements

8:40 a.m.
8:50 a.m.

Lunch

11:30a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Afternoon School Entry

12:30 p.m.

Afternoon Begins
School Dismissal

12:35 p.m.
3:20 p.m.

Safe Arrival Policy and Data Confirmation Form
Please contact the school before 9:30 a.m. at 416 393-1745 and leave a message in our school’s safe arrival mailbox
if your child will be absent from school for all or part of the day. When prior notice has not been given, the automatic
call out will begin at 9:45 a.m. Students MUST obtain a late slip from 8:45 onward which will help
to avoid callouts. Should your child become ill or require emergency medical treatment while at
school, every attempt will be made to contact you. Please make sure that the school has up-to-date
accurate information. If you happen to arrive at or after 8:45 a.m., please begin your visit at the main
office in order to obtain a late slip for your child. This will help to avoid unnecessary calls home.
Medical Information
Please ensure that you have informed us of any medical concerns regarding your child. Specifically, we need to
know if your child has a serious allergy that is potentially life threatening; for example, severe reactions to peanuts
and nut products. We also need to be aware of medical conditions that may interfere with your child’s learning. If
you have not already provided us with this information when your child registered, please contact the school as soon
as possible. All staff will be made aware of the names and faces of these children to ensure their safety. Situations
occasionally arise when parents request the administration of medication for their child on either a short term or long
term basis. If you find yourself in this position, there are specific forms which you are required to complete with the
assistance of a medical doctor, and submit to the school. Please contact the office in order to obtain the proper
forms.
Asthma Inhalers / EpiPens
All students who use inhalers or EpiPens must have them physically with them at school. Parents please
ensure that they are fully labelled and have a valid expiry date. Please make the office aware if your child
uses a puffer or an EpiPen.
Peanut Allergies Alert
A number of our students are anaphylactic. Several of these children have severe, potentially life-threatening allergies to nuts/peanut oil. Many experts in the field suggest that prevention is the primary treatment of anaphylaxis.
We believe that avoidance is the key to prevention. We ask all those who bring lunches and snacks to school bring
food that does not contain nuts or peanut products. Gledhill students have been instructed not to share lunches or
snacks.
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Valuable Items
Students are asked to leave valuable items and toys at home. Electronic devices such as cameras, iPads, DSs and cell
phones are not needed at school. All communications devices will be powered off and stored out of view during the
school day. Cell phones or electronic devices should not interfere with instruction or be used during the day. Unfortunately, we cannot be responsible for lost or stolen items. Parents who need to contact their child are asked to call the
school office. Bikes, skateboards, roller blades, roller “shoes” and scooters are not to be used on school property, once
students arrive at school.
Lunchroom
Please help us to eliminate overcrowding by having your child eat lunch at home, if possible. The time
away from school during the middle of the day provides a much-needed break and can have positive results
on afternoon pupil performance. If your child must remain at school for lunch, a form must be completed
(this form was sent home in the Parent Information Package). Also, if your child eats lunch in our lunchroom, they must remain on school property for the duration of the lunch hour. If your child will be staying
for lunch occasionally, please send a note with them on the day they will be eating lunch at school. Please make it a routine to send your child(ren) with a lunch in the morning to avoid any disruptions to their regular day. Lunches dropped
off at the office are disruptive to the office staff and to the students who are asked to pick their lunch up on a regular basis. If for some reason you need to drop off a lunch or any other equipment for your child, please label it and leave it on
the table outside the office where your child can pick it up. As Gledhill is an eco-friendly school, we ask that the children bring their lunch in reusable containers. Also, we ask that you send along any cutlery that may be needed as we
will not be able to supply plastic cutlery to students.
Parent Concern Protocol
The TDSB’s Parent Concern Protocol ensures that parent concerns about classroom or school-based matters are
addressed to the appropriate school personnel, and cooperatively resolved at the appropriate level. Your child’s teacher
is the first person you should contact about a classroom matter, whereas a concern about a school policy, activity or situation should be brought forth to the Principal. Parents will be redirected, as needed, to the appropriate person, depending
on the nature of their concern and its circumstances. This protocol is available on the TDSB website (www.tdsb.on.ca).
It is important when resolving concerns that mutual respect for everyone involved is maintained. This will ensure that
issues are resolved in a proactive, positive, productive manner.
Student Drop off and Pick Up
Keeping our students safe is our top priority, but we need your help. Please do NOT park in designated bus
routes & drop off zones or the staff parking lot. Find a LEGAL parking spot on one of the streets close to
the school and then safely walk your children to school.
Do NOT park in the Bus Loading Zone. Not only do you make it difficult for buses to park safely, but
some drivers are parking in a way that blocks other drivers from seeing students that may be crossing the
street. So, please do NOT block Gledhill Avenue and obey all parking signs.
Do NOT make U-turns in front of the school. Please take the time to drive along the road safely, until you come to a
natural turn in the road. It is difficult to see or anticipate the movements of children and other drivers. Please help keep
our students safe.
From the Kindergarten Team
A gentle reminder from your Kindergarten Team. Door 3 is to be used only for the entry of kindergarten students. Students who are arriving late and their school entry door is no longer open, are to enter by the front door and check in at
the front office to acquire a late slip. Thank you for your support in making our morning routine run smoothly.
International Language Elementary Programs
Information for the International Languages programs can be found in the TDSB continuing education guide. Gledhill
currently offers both Spanish and Mandarin classes after school.
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HOMEWORK POLICY
Homework can be defined as an important and relevant learning activity that is related to the school program.
It is a planned and purposeful part of the total program and is linked to The Ontario Curriculum learning expectations and the Ministry of Education reporting guidelines.
There are four types of commonly assigned homework:
 Completion of any work assigned during the school day not completed in class


Practice any work that reviews and reinforces skills and concepts taught in class



Preparation of any work that prepares students for upcoming lessons or classes



Extension of any work that explores and refines learning in new contexts or integrates and expands
classroom learning
“No homework shall be assigned on scheduled holidays.”

Gledhill School Code of Conduct
Gledhill Junior Public School is committed to providing a learning environment that prepares you, the student, for successful living in a changing world. Our goal is to provide a welcoming and warm, nurturing,
safe and challenging environment, enabling children to assume more responsibility for their own behaviour and where students can develop to their fullest potential.
All members of the school community share a responsibility for ensuring that such an environment exists at
all times so that students can develop a love for learning and a respect for themselves and others.
At Gledhill, we value: Respect, Responsibility, Honesty, Co-operation, Empathy, Teamwork, Kindness
& Caring, Integrity, Fairness, Perseverance in all members of our school community. We value the
partnership of students, parents, staff and community members to create and nurture a positive learning
environment to enable our students to become productive, caring and responsible members of society.
Together, we can ``build a better world``.
School Rules:
1. Show respect for yourself and others, and follow the directions of all school staff the first time it is given.
2. Take responsibility for your learning.
3. Use acceptable language at all times.
4. Keep hand, feet, and objects to yourself.
5. Show proper care of personal belongings, property of others, school property, and the environment.

TDSB Code of Behaviour

TDSB is committed to making our schools safe, welcoming learning environments where everyone feels valued. The TDSB
Code of Conduct serves as the foundation for respect, civility, responsible citizenship and safety in all of our schools and
workplaces. It sets out standards of behaviour for all members of the school community, including students, parents and
guardians, teachers or other school staff members, Board members, volunteers and visitors .
The Code of Conduct Policy (P044) states:
“Students are to be treated with respect and dignity. In return, they shall demonstrate respect for themselves, for others, and
for the responsibilities of citizenship by:
 coming to school prepared, on time, and ready to learn;
 showing respect for themselves, for others, and for those in authority;
 refraining from bringing anything to school that may compromise the safety of others;
following the established rules and taking responsibility for their own actions.”
Visit www.tdsb.on.ca/safe schools to find out more about the TDSB Code of Conduct Policy (P044) and the steps taken to
make every school a safe, welcoming and caring learning environment for all our students.
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Volunteers at the School
We know by using the talents and energies of all staff and parent volunteers we will create a positive environment
that will bring huge benefits for our children’s learning and well being. We are truly committed to having positive
and productive relationships with all our parents and welcome any type of volunteer work that you can provide for
the school. Teachers spend September establishing classroom
routines and getting to know their
students so most classroom volunteers will begin later in September or early October. All volunteers
are required by the Toronto District School Board to have a Vulnerable Sector Check completed in
order to volunteer. This policy is not
optional and police reference checks must be completed before you can begin to help in the school. New volunteers, please feel free to drop by the office for
more information.
Visiting the School
Gledhill welcomes and values visitors and volunteers in our school. All volunteers and visitors must sign in at the
office and receive a visitor badge. Visitors in the building without a badge will be asked to return to the office to sign
in and receive a badge. Our visitors must comply with Board Policy and procedures so that we can ensure the safety
of our children by knowing who is in the building. It is important for us to identify those in the building and particularly if there is an emergency and the school requires evacuation, as in a fire drill. We appreciate your co-operation
in this matter.
When it is absolutely necessary for you to drop off a lunch or homework, you must report to the office on your arrival and drop the items there. This will ensure that student focus and learning will not be disrupted. We also hope to
minimize these interruptions for office staff by careful planning at home. If you want to talk to the teacher regarding
your child, please phone ahead to the school and make an appointment.
Terry Fox Family Walk
The 4th annual Terry Fox Family Walk will take place after Curriculum Night at 7 PM, outside in the playground.
We have a limited number of glow sticks that will be on sale on the day of the walk for $2.00. As well, we are asking families to wear bright clothing and/or bring a flashlight and we will light up the night as we walk. Please join us
and walk the perimeter of our grounds. Students will also be collecting pledges. All pledge forms and pledges
should be returned no later than Friday, September 27th. If students return both forms and pledges prior to our school
walk on Friday, September 27th, their names will be entered to win a Terry Fox t-shirt! We hope you will be able to
join us!
News from the Phys. Ed. Department
Co-ed House-League Bordenball for grades 4 to 5 will begin the week of September 9th. All participants will be given a schedule and one will be posted outside the gym office. The girls soccer team will begin practicing the third
week of September, a schedule will be given to all participants, with the tournament dates to be determined at a later
date.
Character Education/Grandfather Teachings
Staff and students will be focusing on Respect for the month of September. Respect of Self, Others and Property is
an important value to address, and to have students understand how it impacts on our daily lives.
“Every human being, of whatever origin, of whatever station, deserves respect.
We must each respect others even as we respect ourselves.” (U. Thant - Author)
September - Respect
October - Responsibility/Humility
November - Empathy
December - Kindness / Caring
January - Teamwork
February - Fairness/Wisdom
March - Honesty/Truth
April - Co-operation
May - Integrity
June - Perseverance/Courage
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“In the Music Room” by: Mrs Bailey
Students in grades 3-5 are asked to bring their recorders from home to the music room by Friday, September 13th.
Orders for new recorders need to be given to Mrs. Bailey by Friday, September 20th. Please note that the grade 2/3
classes do not need to bring recorders to school. ALL grade 4 and grade 5 students will be receiving a ukulele form
in the next couple of weeks. Please look for this form and return it to the school at your earliest convenience. The
Primary Choir (grades 1-2) will begin in October after Thanksgiving. Grade 3 to 5 students will be invited to join
Junior Choir in term 2. Permission forms for term 1 will be sent home with interested students at the end of September. Students in grades 3-5 are welcome to practice instruments during the morning recesses on days 3 and 5. If you
have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact Mrs. Bailey at the school.
Virtual Library - Any Time, Any Place, Anywhere!
Many happy and eager students have visited our library during the first few days of school. Our library will continue
to offer students a variety of programs and opportunities to read, learn and grow together.
In addition to our rich print collection, the TDSB has created a bank of online resources on their Virtual Library
website, including:





Curriculum relevant online resources/tools that promote learning,
Subject links to help with math practice, games, homework
Resources to use when starting an inquiry or research project
Reading suggestions, student book reviews and lots more!

Most of the resources available through the Virtual Library website are password protected. Students will be given a
special bookmark, called a “Learnmark” during the first few weeks of school. You can also access a digital version of
the Learnmark by clicking on the orange information icon on the Virtual Library’s homepage.

There are 3 ways students and parents/guardians can find the Virtual Library::
1. TDSB Public site (http://tdsb.on.ca) -- Find Your School -- the Virtual Library link is on the left.
2. AW (http://aw.tdsb.on.ca), login using student number and network password. Click on the My Home tab.
The Virtual Library link is on the left.
3. Search online for “school name” TDSB virtual library.
Parents can get more information about the virtual library by exploring the “Parent” section of
the website, which can be found in the sidebar on the left of the webpage. If you’d like to
learn more about the Virtual Library and your school’s library resources, please contact your
school’s Teacher-Librarian, Ms. Kopka.

Scholastic Book Fair
The Scholastic Book Fair is coming to our library this Fall. The book fair will run from November 13th until November 20th. Exact dates, times and the location will be confirmed closer to the start date. Stay tuned!
The success of our Book Fairs depends on the help from parent volunteers, students and staff. If you would
like to volunteer and can spend some time helping out at the Book Fair, please contact Ms. Kopka.
Happy Reading Everyone!

Contacts:
Principal: Ms. C. McAleese, (416) 393-1745
Vice-Principal: Ms. J. Bambrick (416) 393-1745
Superintendent of Schools: Nadira Persaud 416-396-9192
Ward 16 Trustee: Michelle Aarts(416) 395-8787
School Council Meeting Elections
Our first School Council meeting and election will be on Thursday, September 19th at 6pm.
All are welcome!

Picture Day
 School pictures will be taken on Thursday, October 3, 2019

Additional information and supports for Parents and Students
 Please visit http://www.tdsb.on.ca/AboutUs/Innovation/WelcomeBack.aspx
for additional Board information as well as supports for both parents and a link for
students as well.
 Items included are the school year calendar, homework tips, FAQ’s and
much more.
Cross Country
 Practices for Grades 2-5 will be on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays before school
 Thursday, October 3rd is our cross-country meet date at Ashbridges Bay
 The first practice is Wednesday, Sept. 11 at 8 am

Book Fair
 November 13-20, 2019

Entry and Exit





Students should line up with their class behind the school with their teacher in the
morning before school starts at 8:40 a.m.
Students will be dismissed to the same area at the end of the school day at 3:20 p.m.
Please remember that students learn best when they arrive on time (8:40 am)

Dates To Remember
 September 9-12 - X-Power
 Thursday, September 12 - Curriculum Night/ Family Terry Fox walk
 Thursday, September, 19 - Parent Council Meeting
 Monday, September 30 - Orange Shirt Day
 Thursday, October 3 - Photo Day
 Friday October 11- PA Day
 Monday, October 14 -Thanksgiving
 Monday, November 11 - Remembrance Day Assembly
 Thursday November 14 & Friday, November 15 (PA Day) - Parent/Teacher Interviews

