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Dear Parents/Guardians:  

We hope that you and your families are doing well and are keeping healthy.  We are missing students and 
families deeply, as well as the regular routines of school and community life. However, we must all do our part 
to follow the guidance of the public health experts. This is a very unique situation and as we keep moving 
forward together, we are confident we will be able to get through this. 

As you are no doubt aware, the Ontario Government has announced that schools will NOT be re-opening on 
April 6th as originally stated. We do not have a current timeline for re-opening of schools but as that 
information is available, we will share it. 

The continuation of student learning is our top priority as we return from March Break and face the challenges 
this poses in the current unprecedented situation where schools are closed. As you are aware, support for 
student learning was launched with the Ministry of Education’s Learning at Home website. This portal 
provides supplementary learning materials in math and literacy for elementary and secondary students. The 
website will help keep students learning and engaged during the COVID-19 school closure period. The 
ministry has said that these resources do not replace what students have been learning at school, but are 
intended to help mitigate learning loss during the COVID-19 shutdown period.  

In announcing this new initiative, Education Minister Stephen Lecce also stated that if school closures go 
beyond April 5, the Ministry of Education will launch a second phase of Learn at Home. The TDSB is also 
providing additional online resources that will support the Ministry’s Learn at Home initiative, covering a 
range of grades and subjects that may be helpful for students and parents during this time. It is important to 
note that these online resources are not mandatory or graded and are meant for families to use as optional 
resources to support independent learning while students are at home.  

In addition, the ministry has asked school boards to use the next two weeks to develop plans to re-establish the 
delivery of curriculum, and to explore ways to provide students with access to devices and internet 
connectivity in the event the closure is extended. In creating our plan, we are collaborating with school 
administrators, educators, and union and federation partners to explore a range of ways that teachers and 
educational workers will be supported to be able to reach students during the school closure period. These 
relationships are important in supporting students’ wellbeing and learning.  

We understand that parents and students are very concerned about this interruption to student learning.  We 
also understand the importance of teachers, administrators and all education staff to provide the learning 
opportunities and programs our students need.  

We ask for your patience as we collaborate with all stakeholders to finalize how this direct support to students 
will be offered over the next while. We are committed to working through all aspects of this situation quickly 
and effectively under these very challenging circumstances. 

Thank you, 

Cathy McAleese and Janet Bambrick 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/learn-at-home
https://www.tdsb.on.ca/Elementary-School/Supporting-You/Health-Active-Living/Coronavirus/Learning-Resources
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