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Newsletter
         October  2025

Macdonald Collegiate
Student Activity Council - October Update
The first month back at school swept through some fun spirit events and students easing into the new school 
year.  However, the school did not disappoint when it comes to spirit!

The SAC started off strong by promoting school spirit through
our first event of the year, Childhood Backpack Day hosted on September 5th. This day was a heart warming 
opportunity for our 2026 graduating class to walk down memory lane.
The event invited senior students to bring their very first backpacks worn in their early childhood school years.The event invited senior students to bring their very first backpacks worn in their early childhood school years.
From cartoon characters to bright colours, each backpack sparks nostalgic memories and laughter.

Our next spirit event was the Colour Contest. Students and staff were assigned to wear their respective
colours: Grade 9s wore white, Grade 10s wore green, Grade colours: Grade 9s wore white, Grade 10s wore green, Grade 
11s wore blue, Grade 12s wore red, and staff members wore 
patterned clothing. The school halls were filled with colours as 
each student and staff member proudly wore their colour and 
represented their group!
It was a fun day bringing on friendly competition and students 
were given candy if they showed up wearing their colours. 

The SAC welcomes two new members this year -  our two The SAC welcomes two new members this year -  our two 
Grade 9 Representatives, Mya Minsky and Tristen Noronha. 
Congratulations to both the members!

October started off with the Pink Ribbon Campaign. On this day, SAC members collected donations from
students and in return, students were given a pink ribbon in support of a cure for breast cancer.

Next, we had our annual Spirit Assembly that took place on October 6th. The hard work put in by student 
leaders and teachers paid off, as it was a huge success. From early morning rehearsals to after school
meetings, the SAC and Heads of Councils and Clubs worked incredibly hard to bring together an amazingmeetings, the SAC and Heads of Councils and Clubs worked incredibly hard to bring together an amazing
assembly. Not to forget our two fantastic teachers, Ms. Georgiou and Mr. Steel, who both worked equally
as hard and were a great support system. 

On October 7th, a Candy Jar Guessing Game was hosted.
This was a very fun game for students to participate in and win candy! Students were invited to drop by a table 
set up in the main hall at lunch to check out a jar filled with candy. They were given one ballot to guess the 
number of candies. Our winner was Zina Alsagheer! Congratulations Zina! We hope you enjoy all 61 lollipops!

Last but not the least, is Last but not the least, is Halloween!
On October 31st, the SAC will host our annual Halloween Costume Contest in the cafeteria. 
There will be three categories: most creative, most scary, and most eco-friendly.
Students who win will receive a $20 Tim Horton’s gift card.
Students are encouraged to participate in this friendly yet fun contest. 
Stay connected to the Mac community from our Instagram @blackscotpride_tdsb.

Our next School Council Meeting is Wednesday, November 5th at 7pm.
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SAC Update (Continued from Pg 1)
The SAC is getting ready for some more fun and excitement in November!

On November 20th, we cannot wait to see students dress up for our 
Semi-Formal event at Parkview Manor from 6:00 pm to 10:30 pm.
We are planning a magical night of dancing, dinner and socializing 
with friends.
Ticket prices will be announced soon, and tickets will be sold through Ticket prices will be announced soon, and tickets will be sold through 
SchoolCash Online from October 20th to November 3rd.

This event is JUST for our MAC students. No guests will be allowed.

The SAC is excited to keep promoting school spirit, and we have plenty more fun events planned in 
the months ahead!  
 
We also want to remind parents and guardians that the $65.00 Student Activity fee must be paid.
If it is not paid, the students will not be able to :If it is not paid, the students will not be able to :
   - Attend prom (If Gr. 12) 
   - Watch sports events
   - Attend Friday Night Lights or Semi-Formal
   - Receive a yearbook 
   - Will not receive your digital student card

Please pay the Student Activity Fee of $65.00 as soon as possible in order to benefit from all that we Please pay the Student Activity Fee of $65.00 as soon as possible in order to benefit from all that we 
have to offer at MAC!

School-Wide Technology (1:1 Chromebook Devices)
The TDSB’s 1:1 Chromebook Device program is an important initiative to ensure all students have
quitable access to technology to support their learning both in and out of the classroom. 

We want to remind all families about the process for repairing a damaged 
TDSB-issued Chromebook. 

In the event your child’s TDSB Chromebook requires repair, a $300In the event your child’s TDSB Chromebook requires repair, a $300
deposit will be required before the device can be sent for service. 

This deposit is set at the maximum potential cost of a major repair.
The deposit can be paid securely online through School Cash Online or in person 
with physical cash.
Once the repair is complete and the final cost is determined, the unused portion of the $300 deposit 
will be fully reimbursed to your family.

We encourage all students to continue to handle their devices with care to minimize the risk of We encourage all students to continue to handle their devices with care to minimize the risk of 
damage.

If your child's Chromebook is damaged, please have them report it immediately to Ms. Stavrou in 
room 114 to initiate the repair process.

Thank you for your ongoing partnership in supporting your child's digital learning.



https://guidanceinterview.com/s/sjam
https://www.studentscommission.ca/assets/pdf/tools/en/tokw2025/TOKW-Parent-Permission-Form_2025_EN.pdf
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vSxbKsVMrN6WsBVvq5pefY-Dfzatn--Xjc7MCe341Q2_yi6oMLRZwJQt2FQJve6Kgzbfm4jphn4Tl0n/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000&slide=id.g16344caaf13_0_23
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In School Supports Available
Math Extra Help
Math extra help is available from your math teacher.
Please reach out to your math teacher for more details. 

Student Success
Find It, Finish It
November 4th is Find It - Finish It at Macdonald. FIFI is a day program where students have the op-November 4th is Find It - Finish It at Macdonald. FIFI is a day program where students have the op-
portunity to rescue their credit, catch up on missed assignments or receive extra help in their classes. 
During FIFI, students complete assignments with the support of their classroom teachers. FIFI also 
supports students who are in need of help with curriculum they are struggling with in class.

Mac PALS
Mac PALS are up and running!! Mac PALS (Peer Assisted Leadership Support) 
are a group of senior students that work one on one with students to support 
them in their classes.
If a student identifies as needing a peer tutor they will be connected to a Mac 
PAL and together they will establish a schedule to meet in person or virtually.
If you believe your child/ward would benefit from a peer tutor, please ask your 
child/ward to fill out the Google Form on the Guidance Google Classroom
or linked here: or linked here: https://forms.gle/8We6JLRock9kdDn49

SHSM
On October 9, students had the opportunity to attend an online lunchtime session by the Scarbor-On October 9, students had the opportunity to attend an online lunchtime session by the Scarbor-
ough Health Network. In this session, students joined the University Health Network (UHN)’s research 
students to learn about their undergraduate experience in different STEM fields. Topics included what 
courses they took in high school, the university application process, extracurriculars they participated 
in and how they got involved with UHN and its research program. This opportunity counted towards 
their Reach Ahead program requirement. 

On October 14th Students will be going to Cedar Glen Outdoor Education Centre to take part in a 
fun and engaging day. Students will utilize a wide range of hands on puzzles, challenges, and group 
work as they earn both Leadership and Conflict Resolution Certificates. 

Coming up:
November 10 - Infection Control Certification @ Macdonald
November 24th - Reach Ahead Activity @ George Brown College
December 8th - Experiential Activity @ University of Waterloo
February 25th & 26th - First Aid andFebruary 25th & 26th - First Aid and
                                      CPR Certifications @ Macdonald

Department of Mathematics
Upcoming Math Contest – Canadian Senior and Intermediate Mathematics Contests (CSMC/CIMC) 
will take place on Wednesday, November 12, 2025.
The cost per participant is $14.00 (CAD). If you are interested in participating, please connect with Mr. 
Hung in room 225 by no later than Friday October 17th.

https://forms.gle/8We6JLRock9kdDn49
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Athletics and Physical Education
Terry Fox Walk
Only a month into school and Mac Athletics are already in full swing. 
Starting with the school-wide Terry Fox walk led by the Athletic Council Starting with the school-wide Terry Fox walk led by the Athletic Council 

and MIA (MacInAction), which helped raise an 
impressive $800! Thank you to everyone who 
participated for such a great cause!

Sports teams are also going strong, with the Sports teams are also going strong, with the 
cross country team already having numerous 
races! Congratulations to Erica Dewey and Chyi-Ruey Norris for their out-
standing performance, bringing home a 3rd place and first place finish re-
spectively, at the Gravity Grinder Meet. Way to go team!
Cross Country Regionals are on Wednesday October 15.

Both the junior and senior boys volleyball teams are undefeated so far this season as well as our junior 
boys soccer team and girls field hockey team!  The girls field hockey team move into playoffs on Thurs-
day October 16th - good luck ladies!
Our volleyball teams will be competing in our annual MAC volleyball tournament on October 24 and 
led by our Athletic Council. Get ready Blackscots!

Looking to play sports for fun? Your time has come… Flag Football
Intramurals are starting October 14.  Missed the signups?
Be sure to follow us on instagram so you don’t miss out on the next
intramural event which will be Volleyball.

Reminder to all athletes playing on school sports teams: the one-time 
$40 athletic fee must be paid in order to participate.

Make sure to follow us on Instagram:  @macdonaldathletics_tdsb for 
more exciting sports updates!

What’s Up at the Library?
For the months of October and November, the Library has a fun challenge for all students.For the months of October and November, the Library has a fun challenge for all students.

Come by and pick up a FALL Reading BINGO sheet, complete a full row by 
December 5, and collect a prize from Ms. K!  Let’s get READING, MAC!
October is Islamic Heritage Month: We have a wide array of books on dis-

play for Islamic Heritage month so students can learn more.
October 10th is World Mental Health Day:
We have lots of fiction and non-fiction books on display so
students can learn more.

Hours of Operation (reminder):
Our library is open from 8:30 - 3:30.
We are closed for the first half  of lunch (until 12:10 on a
regular day schedule), and we are closed for period 3. 

https://www.instagram.com/


27 Day 1 29 Day 1 

Late Start - 9:55

31 Day 1 
Halloween 

Costume Contest 

Lipdub XI 
Video Shoot 

https://schoolweb.tdsb.on.ca/johnamacdonald
https://schoolweb.tdsb.on.ca/Portals/johnamacdonald/docs/Join%20US-%20Social%20Media%20and%20Safety%20A%20Parents'%20Roadmap.pdf
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