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Newsletter
         December  2025

Macdonald Collegiate
Student Activity Council - December Update 
As the holiday spirit settles in, we can look back on the highlights of November and confidently say it was filled 
with lasting memories, unforgettable events, and cherished moments. We look forward to December’s winter 
spirit, the holidays, and the new year ahead.

This year’s semi-formal was an absolute success!
134 students and ten teacher chaperones enjoyed a 134 students and ten teacher chaperones enjoyed a 
wonderful evening at Parkview Manor on November 
20th. Students dressed up in beautiful outfits and
celebrated under colorful lights and decorations.
They danced to lively music and even made a conga 
line and many were excited and successful to pass
forward under a low bar without falling while they forward under a low bar without falling while they 
danced the limbo!
The food, dessert and atmosphere were absolutely 
amazing! Overall, semi-formal was a night to remember!

The White Ribbon Campaign is the movement of ending male
violence against females, founded after a tragic murder of 14 
women at l’Ecole Polytechnique.
On November 25th, the SAC handed out white ribbons, collected On November 25th, the SAC handed out white ribbons, collected 
donations and had students and teachers sign pledges to end 
gender-based violence. On December 6th, we honour the victims 
and all those affected by gender-based violence, White Ribbon 
Day calls on each of us to speak out, stand up and be allies.

December 6th serves not only as a memorial, but as a commitment that fosters safe communities, builds 
healthy relationships and a promise to work towards a world where violence must end.

Our annual Door Decorating event will take place on December 17th.Our annual Door Decorating event will take place on December 17th.
Students are encouraged to bring in holiday themed supplies from home to create festive classroom doors. 
The two categories are a traditional holiday door and an eco-friendly door. The two winners will receive a pizza 
lunch in the new year. We cannot wait to see the festive season come to life throughout the school!

Auditions for the Holiday Cheer Talent Show part of the Holiday Cheer Assembly were held over four days.
We definitely have quite a bit of talent at our school. We have ten various talent segments that will be
performed during the Holiday Cheer Assembly on December 19th. After many early rehearsals, the SAC
members along with four Heads of Council members will put on an engaging and entertaining holiday relatedmembers along with four Heads of Council members will put on an engaging and entertaining holiday related
assembly. It will be a great way to send off our staff and students to enjoy their holiday break. 

We wish all students, families and the Macdonald community a very Merry Christmas and a 
joyful, holiday season! May the New Year bring good health, joy and continued success.
We look forward to welcoming everyone back in January with even more exciting spirit 
events to come!

Stay connected to the Mac community from our Instagram @blackscotpride_tdsb.
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Open House @ Macdonald CI

New to Canada: if you are an immigrant, convention refugee, or a new permanent resident you can 
take free English classes in Toronto through Language Instruction for Newcomers to Canada (LINC). 
LINC is like English as a Second Language (ESL) class, but we provide childcare onsite at our schools. 
Go to: LINC

Continuing Education and eLearning Credits 
Semester 2 Semester 2 Night School Registration opens November 18 at 10AM, CLOSES Jan 30 at 10AM

Semester 2 eLearing Day School opens November 12 at 10AM, CLOSES Feb 12 at 4PM

Remember: Take your signed consent form to your appointment with your Guidance Counsellor.
Your Guidance Counsellor will either approve or deny your course request.
Only after your Guidance Counsellor approves your request are you enrolled in your e-Learning course.

Community involvement hours - students are required 40 hours.
Visit Ontario Volunteer Centre Network or Volunteer Toronto. 

e-Learning Credit Coursee-Learning Credit Course - students must complete two e-Learning
credits as part of the 30 credits required for the Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD).
If you have decided to withdraw from the graduation requirement, please complete the
TDSB Opt Out/Withdrawal Form and return it to Guidance.

Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) 
The 2025/2026 PLAR Challenge Process officially begins with the Virtual Information Session for
Families. Students are strongly encouraged to attend if they intend to challenge a credit.

Virtual Information SessionVirtual Information Session
Date: January 14, 2026
Time: 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
 
PLAR Information Session Flyer
PLAR website

Welcome to Guidance
Students are assigned a counselor when they arrive at Macdonald Collegiate based on the first letter
of their last name. Counselors are available to support students with interpersonal conflicts,
educational planning and career exploration.

Ms. Line Brassard               Surnames  A - I        Line.Brassard@tdsb.on.ca                   
Ms. Bhanuja Hardeo           Surnames  J - Q      Bhanuja.Hardeo@tdsb.on.ca
Ms Erin MacKay                     Surnames  R - Z  Ms Erin MacKay                     Surnames  R - Z      Erin.MacKay@tdsb.on.ca

https://www.tdsb.on.ca/Adult-Learners/Learn-English/Language-Instruction-for-Newcomers-to-Canada
https://schoolweb.tdsb.on.ca/conedsecondarycreditprogram/Night-School
https://schoolweb.tdsb.on.ca/elearning/e-Learning-Day-School
http://ovcn.ca/
https://www.volunteertoronto.ca/
https://www.tdsb.on.ca/Portals/0/HighSchool/docs/TDSB_Opt_Out_Form-Online_Grad_Requirement_2023.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YfJgEz0gepyro40x-XiBfLktpuROGtUf/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.tdsb.on.ca/High-School/Guidance/PLAR
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Official Donations
Parents and community members can now make official donations through School Cash Online,
with three direct portals supporting:
MAC Athletics (click here)

DECA (click here)

Schoolwide Technology (click here)

English DepartmentEnglish Department
You must successfully pass the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) or its course equivalent 
OLC4O- Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course as part of your Ontario Secondary School Diploma
requirements (OSSD). The OLC4O course is being offered at MAC in Semester 2. See your Guidance 
Counsellor for more information. 

Winter Solstice: December 21
December 21st is a day of significance for many Indigenous Peoples in December 21st is a day of significance for many Indigenous Peoples in 
Canada. It is the shortest day of the year and the longest night.
It is significant because the light begins to return a little each day after 
Winter Solstice, as days become longer until Summer Solstice on June 21st. 
Winter Solstice is a time that reminds everyone to remain grounded, 
humble, and appreciative.
It is also seen as a time to rest, teach and share through storytelling.

Student SuccessStudent Success
Mac PALS (Peer Assisted Leadership Support) are a group of senior students that work one on one 
with students to support them in their classes.  If a student identifies as needing a peer tutor, they will 
be connected to a Mac PAL and together they will establish a schedule to meet virtually.
If you believe your child/ward would benefit from a peer tutor, please reach out to:
erin.mackay@tdsb.on.ca so that she can connect your child/ward to a Mac PAL.

Winter Dual Credit - Spots Available for Grade 11 and 12 Students
What is a Dual Credit?What is a Dual Credit?
•A dual credit is a college course, delivered on a college campus, by a 
college professor which you add to your regular homeschool timetable. 
•They are called DUAL credits because students earn TWO credits: a 
secondary high school credit AND a college credit.
•Dual credits require half the in class time as a traditional high school course, 
and are offered once per week for a 3-4 hour block of time. 
Dual credits are FREE - tuition, transportation and supplies are all included.
•Course offerings include a huge array of interest areas and potential careers paths which go above 
and beyond what is offered at high school, many are lab or shop based with hands-on experiences. 
While others provide you with a lecture style format in a college classroom.
•Dual credit programs are intended to assist secondary school students in completing their OSSD 
and supporting a successful transition to college and/or apprenticeship programs.
 
If your child/ward is interested, please connect with Mrs. MacKay in the Guidance Office. 

https://tdsb.schoolcashonline.com/Fee/Details/457/153/false/true?school=1218&initiative=213
https://tdsb.schoolcashonline.com/Fee/Details/457/153/false/true?school=1218&initiative=57
https://tdsb.schoolcashonline.com/Fee/Details/457/153/false/true?school=1218&initiative=228
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Student Success Continued
Specialized OYAP at Central Tech
If you are interested in Specialized OYAP, Central Tech is having their annual open house on January 
8th from 6:00-8:30pm.  (725 Bathurst Street)

Programs they hope to offer: Electrical, Plumbing, Carpentry, Hospitality (Cooking), Hairstyling and 
Aesthetics, Transportation
If inteIf interested, please speak with your guidance counsellor or Coop teacher. More info in the link below!

https://oyaptdsb.com/specialized

Special Education Department
York University is hosting a free virtual workshop for high school students and their parents/caregivers 
who have questions about transitioning to university with a disability. This session is open to everyone 
regardless of which university a student plans to attend.

In this session you will learn about:
•Documentation required to access academic accommodations
•The supports and accommodations available through Student 
Accessibility Services at York
•Transition planning

This workshop will take place from 7 to 8 p.m. on the dates listed 
below.
To participate, click on the links below: 
• Tuesday, March 10, 2026
• Tuesday, May 12, 2026

Department of Mathematics
Exam days are from January 21 to January 27.
To be proactive, please consider starting preparing for the upcoming culminating and the final exam.

Here follows one possible framework to prepare for your 30% math culminating activities:
•Review the Exam Schedule/Culminating Activity and Set a Realistic Goal: When the exam sched-
ule/culminating activity is available, begin by familiarizing yourself with the date, time, and location 
of the exam. Begin with the end in mind and reverse engineer. What final mark are you aiming for? 
What mark do you need in your 30% culminating activity in order to achieve that goal?
Create a Study Schedule, Stay Organized and Double Check all Work: Prioritize each math unit 
based on their complexity. When you are practicing your math homework, please consider double 
checking your solution. Keep your study space organized and free from distractions. Use tools like 
planners, calendars, or digital apps to stay on track with your study schedule.
•Practice Self-Care and Positive Mental Attitude: You matter and you count! Get enough sleep, eat 
nutritious meals, and engage in physical activity to keep your mind and body in optimal condition 
for studying and taking exams. You can do it if you believe you can!
In the event that you need any math support, please do not hesitate to ask your teachers or class-
mates for clarification on challenging topics.  All students are strongly encouraged to reach out to 
his/her/their math teacher first.

https://oyaptdsb.com/specialized
https://yorku.zoom.us/j/95702775029?pwd=Cj4sLD7RqN2TQbWI6puYvX40eQBI21.1
https://yorku.zoom.us/j/97015376519?pwd=kp3DeTxKavh6ImqJSZnLSwD4ol8GzG.1
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Athletics and Physical Education
Winter break is approaching, but athletes are still working hard at MAC! 
Congratulations to team “Avi FC” for winning Mac 25/26 volleyball
intramurals out of 14 skilled teams! 
Our holiday badminton intramurals are next! Sign up in pairs and get practic-Our holiday badminton intramurals are next! Sign up in pairs and get practic-
ing!  On the topic of winning, big round of applause to the girls volleyball 
teams for coming in strong at the MAC tournament on November 21.
Both teams played tough final matches, as the junior girls secured second place and 

the senior girls brought home the win!

Not only is MAC working hard on the court but also 
in the classroom.  Led by our physed teachers, our 
grade 9 students were taught the life saving skill of 
CPR this month and learned the signs and symp-
toms of heart attacks and strokes and how to re-
spond to emergencies.
On November 18th, the Grade 12 Kinesiology class 
and members of the SHSM program spent a day at 

the U of T campus exploring a future in the kinesiology program, and on Dec 8 they ventured to the 
University of Waterloo to take part in their Kin Lab Days and get hands on experience in the field of
Kinesiology and Human Movement.

Many other sports are working hard, and the
practice is paying off. Ice hockey, Indoor practice is paying off. Ice hockey, Indoor 
soccer, Boys basketball and Girls volleyball are 
in full swing and performing well!

Follow us on Instagram
@macdonaldathletics_tdsb for all the latest 
updates and tryout information!

Health and Wellness SHSM
Our senior students are busy completing many components of the Health and Wellness SHSM! Our senior students are busy completing many components of the Health and Wellness SHSM! 
In November, SHSM students completed their mandatory certification - Infectious Control. Students 
also completed Reach Ahead experiences at the University of Toronto Department of Kinesiology and 
George Brown College. 
This month, students went to the University of Waterloo’s lab days once again. The University of

Waterloo sets up amazing experiences and allows students
to take a close-up look at what it is like to be a science
student at University. student at University. 

Also this month, interested grade 10 students will 
have the opportunity to meet with our current grade 
11 and 12 SHSM students to learn more about the 
program and register for next year.

Applications for the 2026-27 year will be due in January.

https://www.instagram.com/macdonaldathletics_tdsb/
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 1              Day 1 2              Day 2 3              Day 1 6              Day 2 7              Day 1

8              Day 2 9             Day 1 10             Day 2 11             Day 1 12             Day 2

15             Day 1 16             Day 2 17             Day 1 18             Day 2 19             Day 1

22                          23             24             25             26             

29             30             31             

Late Start - 9:55

Late Start - 9:55

SAC Door
Decorating

Winter Concert 7pm

White Ribbon DayGr 8 Info Night
Grad Photos
Week

Student Digital
Citizenship Initiative

Winter Break

Holiday Cheer
Assembly

SAC Event
Deal or No Deal

SAC Clubs and
Councils Food Day

SHSM-PSK
Trip to Waterloo

Our next School Council Meeting is
March 4th at 7pm. All are welcome!

  December

About Us
"Prudentia et Scientia" (Vision & Knowledge) reflects our commitment to excellence in education.
Our diverse student population has multiple opportunities to excel in a full range of academic
programs and co-curricular activities.
Through our values of encouragement, self-discipline, cooperation and fairness, we strive to develop 
our students into life-long learners that positively contribute to our society.
Please visit our Please visit our Website Here.

     December  2025
Library Commons - New Books and Holiday Reading 
Students may sign out books for the Holidays! (Due dates will be set for Jan.5th).  A lot of new 
books were added to the collection in November. Drop by and check out our Holiday Reads 
display to pick up something great for the holidays!
To check out our new books, check out our library catalogue under “New titles”.
Library fun with Elf on the Shelf!
For For the month of December, students can come by the library and find the hidden 
elf on the shelf to win a sweet holiday treat!  See you at the Library!

Happy New Year!

Christmas Day
Have a Safe

and Happy Holiday!

https://schoolweb.tdsb.on.ca/johnamacdonald
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