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Newsletter
         February  2026

Macdonald Collegiate
Student Activity Council - February Update by Andre Butler
A new semester is here! As fresh opportunities approach, our MAC students have the 
chance to expand their social circles, meet exceptional teachers, and explore new subjects. 
The SAC knows that culminating and exam season can be stressful, so we planned several 
exciting events to relieve stress for students. 
The SAC held one of our most exciting events, Bingo Bash on January 14th.

This was the only event that the SAC hosted in January. Like last year, Bingo Bash was a This was the only event that the SAC hosted in January. Like last year, Bingo Bash was a 
huge success and so, we brought it back this school year! This event featured an agenda 
that included playing three rounds of BINGO in the cafeteria for a prize. Mac student participants were ab-
sorbed in all three rounds, which was displayed by a rollercoaster of emotions, marked by screams of excite-
ment and groans after close calls. During the first round, Allandra Ancheta won by achieving a full row.
Followed by Terrance Duong winning the second round with the same format. In the last round, the SAC
decided to mix things up and create a new objective, which was to fill up one's entire board.
After what felt like an eternity and lots of close calls, Steven Vittas ended up coming out with the win.
All three of our amazing winners walked out of lunch this day with memories for life and a crisp $10 Tim
Hortons gift card.

With February approaching, the SAC has a lot of fun and new With February approaching, the SAC has a lot of fun and new 
events planned. Starting with a fan favourite spirit event; Twin 
Day on February 6th. On this day, Mac students and teachers 
can match with an unlimited number of other students to 
become twins, triplets or even octuplets. 

On February 12th, the SAC was remaking our Valentine's 
Day card initiative into something never seen before.
A Valentine's Day-themed photobooth!A Valentine's Day-themed photobooth!
The photos were taken by our Yearbook Council in the main 
hall. Students were invited to pair up with a friend, a special 
friend and there were even photos taken with a few teachers.

To end February off with a bang, the SAC is organizing an unprecedented event, called the Mac Spelling Bee. 
Students can compete in a group in order to see who are better spellers.
Then the winning team will compete on an individual basis.  The GOAT will be the student who continuously Then the winning team will compete on an individual basis.  The GOAT will be the student who continuously 
spells tricky vocabulary correctly to generate the longest spelling streak.
This event will be held in the cafeteria on February 20th.
The prize is very fitting, a $30 Indigo gift card. So get ready to have some fun!

The Prom Committee has been hard at work constructing the 2026 Prom.
So far, they have started working on a theme, and I bet it’s going to be great after hearing how 
much work they have already put in.  
  
Follow us on instagram @blackscotpride_tdsb and stay updated on the many
opportunities to get involved here at Mac!
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Course Selections for 2026-2027
Course Selection for the 2026-2027 school year will open on myBlueprint on Friday, February 13 and 
will close on Monday, February 23. Information was provided to all students.

Please refer to our website.

Volunteer Hours Certificate
Students in Ontario need to volunteer for at least 40 Students in Ontario need to volunteer for at least 40 

hours to graduate from high school. If you go above and beyond in your volunteer work during high 
school, you can earn a Minister’s Certificate of Recognition for Community Involvement 
when you graduate.
This new certificate celebrates your dedication to helping others and for
completing more than 50 volunteer hours during high school.

Attention Gr 12 Students!
OUAC/OCAS marks have been transmitted.OUAC/OCAS marks have been transmitted.
Please check to ensure your information is complete and accurate.

Student Success - In School Supports

Mac PALS
Mac PALS are ready to help Semester 2!
Mac PALS (Peer Assisted Leadership Support) are a group of senior students that 
work one on one with students to support them in their classes.
If a student identifies as needing a peer tutor they will be connected to a Mac PAL If a student identifies as needing a peer tutor they will be connected to a Mac PAL 
and together they will establish a schedule to meet in person or virtually.
If you believe your child/ward would benefit from a peer tutor, please reach out to
erin.mackay@tdsb.on.ca so that she can connect your child/ward to a Mac PAL.

Extra Help in the Community

Toronto Public Library
Online homework help for students in grades K-12.
Students can connect with a live tutor, learn study skills and ask an expert a question.Students can connect with a live tutor, learn study skills and ask an expert a question.
Check out all that the Toronto Public Library has to offer. 

https://www.brainfuse.com/highed/helpNow

Welcome to Guidance
Students are assigned a counselor when they arrive at Macdonald Collegiate based on the first letter
of their last name. Counselors are available to support students with interpersonal conflicts,
educational planning and career exploration.

Ms. Line Brassard               Surnames  A - I        Line.Brassard@tdsb.on.ca                   
Ms. Bhanuja Hardeo           Surnames  J - Q      Bhanuja.Hardeo@tdsb.on.ca
Ms Erin MacKay                     Surnames  R - Z  Ms Erin MacKay                     Surnames  R - Z      Erin.MacKay@tdsb.on.ca

https://schoolweb.tdsb.on.ca/johnamacdonald/Departments/Guidance/Course-Selection
https://www.ontario.ca/page/use-high-school-volunteer-hours-build-your-future
https://www.brainfuse.com/highed/helpNow.asp?a_id=50FA580E&ss=&r=
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Student Success (continued)
Mathify
To support learning at home and in class, tutors are available online Monday 
to Friday from 9 am to 9 pm, and Saturdays and Sundays from 3 pm to 9 pm. 
Boost math understanding and confidence with a personalized math coach 
that works with your child’s schedule.  Access the math tutoring
website from any digital device, whenever you need the help.website from any digital device, whenever you need the help.
https://tvomathify.com/register/student

Mid-Semester Credit Rescue
On April 9th teachers will be hosting their Semester 2 Mid- Semester Credit Rescue program -
Find It, Finish It (FIFI). 
FIFI is a day program where students have the opportunity to rescue their credit, catch up on missed 
assignments or receive extra help in their classes.
During FIFI, students complete assignments with the support of their classroom teachers.During FIFI, students complete assignments with the support of their classroom teachers.
FIFI also supports students who are in need of help with curriculum they are struggling with in class.

Centralized Literacy Test Prep Course
The Continuing Education Department is pleased to announce a centralized OSSLT Prep Course.
This virtual initiative is designed to empower students with the essential literacy skills and strategic 
test-taking techniques required to excel on the provincial assessment.
The course runs from February to April, with a virtual commitment of two to three hours per week. The course runs from February to April, with a virtual commitment of two to three hours per week. 
Students can register here.
Participation is not guaranteed and is strictly based on student enrollment numbers.
For more information, contact ConEd_eReg@tdsb.on.ca
See flyer below:
OSSLT Prep Course 

Special Education Department
February is National Inclusive Education Month.February is National Inclusive Education Month.

Inclusive education celebrates the diversity of all students and the 
strength it brings to our community.
We are committed to creating a place where everyone feels included, 
supported, and respected.
Together, let’s continue building a school community where everyone 
belongs.

MAC Library UpdateMAC Library Update
While the library is closed for renovations please remember that there is a large collection of ebooks 
and audiobooks available throught the Virtual Library.
Students are encouraged to go to “Read Watch and Learn” and then under the “Read” section,
go to “Destiny Discover” and follow the prompts to log in.
If students need help with this process, please find Ms. K in the 
cafeteria or Rm 128. 
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https://tvomathify.com/register/student
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSek9wbazccIETaboJNGGc7gDdz4Oux8261h-aVP95FB4YDb1g/viewform
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tJMUHOnN_1VyWbk71uZjxUuZpH1YfxLw/view?usp=sharing
https://www.tdsb.on.ca/library/HOME/schoolNo/4154
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Library Update (continued)
Freedom to Read Week in Canada is from Feb.23-28th.

It is an “annual event that encourages Canadians to think about and reaffirm 
their commitment to intellectual freedom, which is guaranteed under the
Charter of Rights and Freedoms” (Book and Periodical Council).
Students are invited to come by Rm.128 to participate in trivia and puzzles to Students are invited to come by Rm.128 to participate in trivia and puzzles to 
raise awareness about books that have been previously challenged or banned. 
Students are encouraged to think about the importance of freedom of speech 
and intellectual freedom and what it means in their own lives.
Click here to learn more! 

Athletics and Physical Education 
The second semester has launched and so has playoffs for all Mac Sports The second semester has launched and so has playoffs for all Mac Sports 
teams. Boys basketball, girls volleyball, hockey and both girls' and boys' 
indoor soccer are gearing up for tough games ahead and the hope
to become champions!

The hockey team recently competed The hockey team recently competed 
in a tournament in which they showed 
their dedication and teamwork 
through a tough semi-finals game.
The girls' and boys’ indoor soccer teams also have upcoming tour-
naments on February 18 and 19 at the University of Toronto. Wish-
ing all teams the best of luck in the rest of their seasons!

Dodgeball intramurals have concluded after some intense games. 
Congratulations to VP Trenches for winning and showing off some 

tactical skills!  Next up for intramurals will be indoor soccer!
Sign up as a group or alone and start working on your footwork!

Follow us on Instagram @macdonaldathletics_tdsb for all the latest updates and tryout information!

Chinese Heritage Month
The Toronto District School Board proudly recognizes Chinese Heritage Month each February.
This year, we celebrate the Year of the Horse with the theme Play, Progress, Prosper. This year, we celebrate the Year of the Horse with the theme Play, Progress, Prosper. 
The Lunar New Year, also known as the Spring Festival, is one of the most significant celebrations 
within Chinese heritage
The date is based on the traditional lunisolar Chinese calendar, and festivities 
last sixteen days. This year, the first day of Lunar New Year 
begins on February 17.
Celebrations often include family gatherings, decorative
displays, and a festive meal! displays, and a festive meal! 
All TDSB students were invited to take part in the Chinese 
Heritage Month Poster and Artwork Challenge.
We applaud every submission received this year.
Two of the winning posters are featured here.
For updates and daily messages throughout February, 
please follow us on X at @tdsbChineseHM. 

Library Update (continued)

https://www.freedomtoread.ca/resources/
https://www.instagram.com/macdonaldathletics_tdsb/
https://x.com/tdsbChineseHM
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Muslim Students Association Dinner
This school year, MAC's Muslim Students’ Association (MSA) is honoured to host our school’s very first 

Community Iftar Dinner.
The event will take place on Thursday, February 19, 2026, with doors 
opening at 4:30 p.m., at Sir John A. Macdonald C.I. 

During During the Islamic month of Ramadhan, Muslims worldwide abstain from 
food and water from sunrise to sunset for one month.
Iftar is the evening meal that Muslims eat to break their fast after sunset.
This meal typically starts with a few dates and water, before a larger,
celebratory feast is shared with family and friends. It is a time for spiritual 
reflection, community, and charity. 

This Iftar holds deep significance for This Iftar holds deep significance for 
our school community, as it marks the 
first time we are bringing together

students, families, staff, and local community members to break fast, 
reflect, and celebrate the spirit of Ramadan.
Our evening will include a communal Iftar dinner, activity stations,
Ramadan educaRamadan educational displays, family-friendly games, and opportuni-
ties to build understanding and connection across our diverse school 
community.

This event is open to all MAC students and their immediate family members.
Tickets are $5 per person, and children under 6 are free.  They can be purchased using School Cash 
Online or in-person at school from the MSA.

African Heritage (Black History) Month is recognized every February at the Toronto District 
School Board. Nationally, it has been recognized since 1996 through a motion introduced in the House 

of Commons by The Honourable Jean Augustine.

This year’s theme, The Power of Us, guides the month’s activities.
It highlights Black Student Well-Being, belonging, and Black Brilliance, 
and invites everyone to help build community and support Black Mental 
Wellness.

The African Heritage (Black History) MonThe African Heritage (Black History) Month Volunteer Planning Commit-
tee has also established a Know Your Worth Scholarship, which provides 
three financial awards of up to $2,000. These awards support students 
entering a Canadian post-secondary institution. Details about the appli-
cation process will be shared in the coming months. Here is information 
on how to make Know Your Worth Scholarship donations.  

Black-identifying students across the TDSB were invited to submit art-
work for the African Heritage (Black History) Month Poster Contest, reflecting their interpretation of 
this year’s theme. One of the winning posters is featured here. 

https://www.tdsb.on.ca/Portals/0/docs/Final%20Donation%20Letter%20-%20AHMVPC.pdf
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Kiwanis Music
Late Start - 9:55

Pink
Shirt Day
Late Start - 9:55

MAC IFTAR
Dinner

 Course Fair
Feeder School
Concert

myBlueprint
Opens

SAC Photo Booth

myBlueprint Closes
Kiwanis Music
Festival

SAC Twin Day

SAC Spelling Bee

MAC 
Ski Trip

SHSM
First Aid

Digital Citizenship
Workshop PA Day

Family Day
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About Us
"Prudentia et Scientia" (Vision & Knowledge) reflects our commitment to excellence
in education.  Our diverse student population has multiple opportunities to excel
in a full range of academic programs and co-curricular activities.
Please visit our Website Here.
 

Yearbook Deadline 
The Student Activity Fee is not optional, it is mandatory.
It is collected every year and supports intramural teams and all of
our Clubs and Councils extracurricular activities.
It also pays for your Student Card and your Yearbook.
Students who do not pay their Student Activity Fee will NOT Students who do not pay their Student Activity Fee will NOT 
be receiving a Yearbook and there is no way to “buy it later”.
The deadline to pay and receive a Yearbook is February 27th.  
Please pay using SchoolCashOnline.
                                                                  - Thank you!

Our next School Council Meeting is
March 4th at 7pm. All are welcome! Go

Canada!

https://schoolweb.tdsb.on.ca/johnamacdonald
https://tdsb.schoolcashonline.com/
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