TORONTO DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD’S PROMOTION, TRANSFER AND RETENTION PROCEDURES
The following is a summary of the Toronto District School Board’s Promotion, Transfer and Retention Procedures for Grade 1-6.  The definitions and procedures listed below are intended to provide direction for staff, parents and students when looking at student achievement in school. 

PROMOTION

· A student has met the curriculum expectations of the current grade and has achieved an average equivalent to Level 1, or higher in English, Mathematics, AND in at least two thirds of the remaining subjects.  The student will be promoted from the current grade to the next grade. 
· A student with ESL/ELD needs who will not require a modified program in any other subject other than Language and French.  The student will be promoted from the current grade to the next.  

· A student who is Exceptional (for whom the integrity of the curriculum expectations for the current grade has been maintained), will be promoted from the current grade to the next. 
TRANSFER

· A student is transferred when he/she has not achieved Level 1 in English / French (Extended or Immersion) or Mathematics OR A student is transferred when he/she has not achieved Level 1 in at least two thirds of remaining subjects.  The student is transferred from the current grade to the next grade. 
· ESL/ELD students who have met their expectations of a program that has been modified to meet their needs (i.e.: Expectations based on the ESL/ESD program, not the grade level program) are transferred from the current grade to the next grade.   

· An Exceptional student who has met the expectations of  his/her IEP (when the curriculum expectations are below the current grade) is transferred from the current grade to the next.   

RETENTION
A student may be retained only after all alternatives are exhausted and only in exceptional circumstances.  A student who is retained has not successfully completed the curriculum expectations of the grade.   There is a significant gap between a student’s level of achievement and the grade expectations, especially in the core subjects.  
