Critical Learning Standards for Kindergarten

Personal and Social Development, Literacy, and Numeracy
 “Young children come to school with an enormous capacity to learn. Important learning and development occur between birth and six years in a all areas of human functioning - physical , social, emotional, cognitive and linguistic.  Children develop knowledge and skills at varying rates and through various means.”


	
	As children progress through Junior Kindergarten they:
	As children progress through Senior Kindergarten they:

	Personal and Social Development
	· Begin to show respect and empathy for individual differences and alternative points of view.

· Begin to show evidence of self regulation by being aware of their own emotion, calming themselves after being upset and adapting behaviour to different contexts.

· Experiment with some new materials, tools, and ideas and begin to demonstrate initiative by trying out activities in a variety of learning situations.

· Begin to attend to the natural and human-made environment.

· Begin to use some strategies to solve problems in social and learning situations.

· Begin to demonstrate an awareness of health and safety practices for themselves and others and a basic awareness of their own well-being.
	· Show respect and empathy for individual differences and alternative points of view.

· Show evidence of self regulation by being aware of their own emotions, calming themselves after being upset and adapting behaviour to different contexts.

· Experiment with new materials, tools, and ideas and demonstrate initiative by trying out activities in a variety of learning situations.

· Demonstrate a developing sense of responsibly to the natural and human-made environment.

· Independently uses some strategies to solve problems in social and learning situations.

· Demonstrate an awareness of health and safety practices for themselves and others and a basic awareness of their own well-being.

	Literacy
	· Demonstrate the ability to express their needs, begin to offer opinions, and ask questions. 

· Begin to develop vocabulary (e.g., high frequency words, subject specific words, book language) through interactions with the teacher, multiple texts, materials, and each other.

· Develop book orientation skills, an understanding that print carries the message and have an emerging understanding that English print moves from left to right.

· Begin to show attentiveness to reading strategies such as making predictions, referring to illustrations, accessing prior knowledge to make sense of text read to and with them.

· Begin to demonstrate understanding of letter and sound relationships while sorting, comparing and discussing letters in environmental print, reading and writing.
· Begin to develop an awareness that there are different purposes for writing and begin to use graphic representation (pictures and symbols) to express thoughts and ideas.


	· Demonstrate the ability to express their ideas, substantiate their opinions and formulate more complex questions.

· Develop vocabulary (e.g., high frequency words, subject specific words, book language) through interactions with the teacher, multiple texts, materials, and each other.

· Begin to apply reading strategies to make sense of unfamiliar texts and print (e.g., use pictures, use their knowledge of oral language structures, knowledge of a few high frequency words and/or sound symbol relationships).

· Use reading strategies such as making predictions, referring to illustrations, accessing prior knowledge to make sense of text read to and with them.

· Demonstrate understanding of letter and sound relationships while sorting, comparing and discussing letters in environmental print, reading and writing.
· Develop an awareness that there are different purposes for writing and use graphic representation (pictures and words) to express thoughts and ideas.  



	Numeracy
	· Begin to demonstrate an understanding of number, using concrete materials to explore and investigate counting, quantity, and number relationships. 

· Demonstrate an awareness of measuring and comparing objects/materials and the passage of time, using non-standard units.

· Explore, build and begin to sort, classify and compare two-dimensional shapes and three dimensional figures by their attributes.

· Begin to identify, extend, reproduce, and create repeating patterns using a variety of materials.

· Begin to sort, classify, and display a variety of concrete objects/data and begin to explore the concept of probability in everyday contexts.


	· Demonstrate an understanding of number, using concrete materials to explore and investigate counting, quantity, and number relationships.

· Measure and compare objects/materials and the passage of time, using non-standard units.

· Describe, sort, classify and compare two-dimensional shapes and three dimensional figures by their attributes.

· Identify, extend, reproduce, and create repeating patterns using a variety of materials.

· Sort, classify, and display a variety of concrete objects/data and begin to explore the concept of probability in everyday contexts.


