Drama Activity: The Fur Trade in Canada Expands
Introduction:  In a large group, review what the students have learned or might know about the Fur Trade in Canada.

Groupings: Break up students into groups of three or four and assign each group one activity card

Activity: Have the students read through the card.  As a group, they are to come up with a dramatic way of interpreting the card.  If the students are not familiar with drama techniques, a short explanation of basic drama formats might be helpful.  Ideas such as tableaux, choral reading, improve, freeze-frame, mime, etc. could be discussed and demonstrated.  Allow each group an amount of time to prepare a presentation.  They can use the activity cards as a script, have a narrator or make up their own script.  A collection of simple props and costumes could be added to make the presentations more interesting.  Teachers should circulate to each group to keep students on task, answer questions and give suggestions.  Call students together as a large group and have each group present to the larger group.  

Follow up activity: Students can give each group feedback regarding their presentations.  They can discuss how each event depicted in the presentation helped to progress the Fur Trade.

Extensions: Student could make suggestions on how this activity could be extended.  Examples might include making a comic book, making a film, making a webpage, etc.  

