
Welcome to 
Kindergarten! 

September is such an exciting time of the year for 

young students just beginning school.  In preparation 

for the fall, we have a few suggestions that will help 

to establish routines and settle your child into the 

Kindergarten programme.  We are looking forward to a 

wonderful year of learning!  



Mr. Nathoo 

Principal 

Welcome Messages  

Ms. Walsh 

Office Administrator 

Click on the staff member to hear the message 

https://safeyoutube.net/w/1igG
https://safeyoutube.net/w/OhgG


Room 101  
Ms Chen and Mrs. Hassan 

Welcome Messages  

Click on the staff member to hear the message 

https://safeyoutube.net/w/0oVE
https://safeyoutube.net/w/tnVE


Room 102  
Ms Viegas and Mrs. McGrath 

Welcome Messages  

Click on the staff member to hear the message 

https://safeyoutube.net/w/VkVE
https://safeyoutube.net/w/grVE


Entry 

 

Punctuality is a life skill.  It is important to have your 

child in the line outside the Kindergarten doors at 8:40 

a.m. for morning entry and at 12:30 p.m. for afternoon 

entry.  Please remain outside of the fence (your child may 

enter the Kindergarten yard) until a staff supervisor 

arrives.  If you arrive after these times, you MUST 

accompany your child to the main office to obtain an 

admit slip before bringing him/her to the classroom.  To 

ensure everyone’s safe arrival, please DO NOT admit your 

child to the Kindergarten classrooms through the hallway 

doors unless you have a late slip.  Later arrivals make it 

difficult for a young child to settle to the programme and 

can disrupt class routines and learning. 



Dismissal 

 

Students are asked to stay in their line against the wall 

or on a bench outside our classrooms until the teacher 

has made contact with the person picking up the child 

on that day.  Please ensure that the person picking up 

your child is listed on the emergency contact sheet in 

our office records.  If an alternative person is picking up 

your child one day, please inform us via a note in the 

agenda or a phone call to the office and ask that person 

to bring photo ID.  We need to follow these rules for your 

child’s safety. 

 

For lunch time, please be ready to pick up students at 

11:30 a.m.  For afternoon dismissal, please be ready to 

pick up students at 3:20 p.m.  Students who are not 

picked up at these times will be taken to the office to 

await your arrival. 



• The drive through loop should be used only to drop off your child.  Your child should exit 

your vehicle and walk to the school entrance without your assistance.  We have a number 

of our staff members on duty that will assist your son/daughter to their appropriate 

entrances.  Vehicles MUST NOT BE LEFT UNATTENDED!   

 

• The loop during pick up should only be used to pick up your waiting son / daughter.  For the 

  parents of our younger students, you should consider parking your vehicle 

  (either on the south side of Canmore Boulevard or on the residential street 

  at Halfmoon Square); walking from your parked car to pick up your child, 

  and then walking back to your parked car with your child.  Please ensure 

  that you walk with your child to and from the entrance/exit doors,  

  following sidewalks and pathways.  We ask you please to obey the traffic 

and parking laws in the community and remember to always buckle up while driving. 

 

• Keeping our loop clear of parked cars we are ensuring accessibility of emergency vehicles, 

school buses and keeping all student pedestrian traffic off the street.  Your assistance with 

keeping all of our students safe is greatly appreciated. 

 

• Avoid Our MORRISH P.S. “Rush Hour”  -  If you must drive children to school,  

try to avoid arriving at the 8:40 AM entry time or at 3:20 PM dismissal. School  

yard supervision is provided before school from 8:30 AM and after school until  

3:30 PM. By arriving a few minutes early or late, motorists will avoid the most  

congested few minutes and children will be supervised by school staff. 

 

 

Parking Lot Safety – We Need YOUR Help! 















Things to Practise During the Summer 

Children should practise 
putting on and taking off 
their shoes by themselves. 
If they cannot manage 
laces, which most 
Kindergarten students 
cannot, then velcro or 
zipper shoes are 
recommended. 

Putting on and taking off jackets is a 
necessary skill since we will be going 
outside every day. This means the 
children should be able to manage 
zippers and buttons. Teachers will be 
there to assist, but since classes are 
large, the more independent the 
children are, the easier it will be. 



Things to Practise During the Summer 

If children are bringing snacks 
from home, or if they are staying 
for lunch, then you can have them 
practise opening and closing 
containers. However, adults will 
always be there to assist during 
these times, and we would prefer 
that containers be spill-proof and 
leak-proof, even if the children 
cannot open them. 

This is a picture of the actual 
washroom in the classroom. When 
or if it is possible, you may want to 
show the children a public 
washroom so that they are familiar 
with this style. Students will be 
using the washrooms independently. 
To make this easier, pants with 
elastic waists are recommended. 



Things to Practise During the Summer 

Children can practise using proper 
pencil grip while printing letters of 
the alphabet. Year 1 students can 
start by printing upper-case letters, 
and when this is mastered, they can 
move on to printing lower-case 
letters. Children should also practise 
printing their names. 

Using real scissors to cut strips 
of paper, cut along lines, or cut 
around shapes is a great fine 
motor activity to work on this 
summer.  



Things to Practise During the Summer 

The children are probably already 
able to sing the alphabet song and say 
the letters of the alphabet in order. 
They should work on recognizing the 
letters out of order. Upper-case 
letters are easier to recognize, and 
once the children know these they can 
work on recognizing lower-case 
letters or identifying letter sounds. 

Children can practise identifying 
their name, saying the letters in 
their name, and putting the 
letters in order to spell their 
name. If they are ready, they can 
also practise printing their name. 



Things to Practise During the Summer 

Reading to children is extremely 
important to foster a love of 
literacy and to ensure that they 
understand the stories. To check 
for comprehension, you can ask your 
child to retell what happened in the 
story, to describe a character, or to 
give their opinion of the story. 

Children should practise 
counting aloud to 10 and 
counting objects in their 
home (e.g., I have 1, 2, 3 
toys on my bed). They can 
also work on recognizing the 
numerals to 10, even when 
the numbers are not in 
order. 



*
*Play-based learning is a unique and natural way 

for children to learn in their environment. 

Children learn best through play. During play, they 

use exploration, thinking skills, problem solving, 

and language expression that furthers their 

emotional, social, physical, language and 

cognitive development. We are here to facilitate 

their learning and guide them through this 

exciting journey.  

 



*

*The overall learning expectations for the 

Kindergarten program are listed by frame. Your 

child's growth in learning over the two years of the 

Kindergarten program is assessed in relation to the 

knowledge and skills described in the overall 

expectations noted below. Educators will focus on 

the overall expectations when co-constructing 

learning with students. 

 

The Ministry of Education, Ontario; The Kindergarten Program 2016 



*

This frame encompasses children’s learning and development 

with respect to:  

• their sense of connectedness to others;  

• their relationships with others, and their contributions as 

part of a group, a community, and the natural world;  

• their understanding of relationships and community, and of 

the ways in which people contribute to the world around them.  

The learning encompassed by this frame also relates to 

children’s early development of the attributes and attitudes 

that inform citizenship. 

The Ministry of Education, Ontario; The Kindergarten Program 2016 



*

This frame encompasses children’s learning and development with 

respect to:  

• their own thinking and feelings, and their recognition of and respect 

for differences in the thinking and feelings of others;  

• regulating their emotions, adapting to distractions, and assessing 

consequences of actions in a way that enables them to engage in 

learning; 

 • their physical and mental health and wellness. 

The Ministry of Education, Ontario; The Kindergarten Program 2016 



*

*In connection with this frame, it is important for educators to 

consider:  

*• the interrelatedness of children’s self-awareness, sense of self, and 

ability to self-regulate;  

*• the role of the learning environment in helping children to be 

calm, focused, and alert so they are better able to learn.  

What children learn in connection with this frame allows them to 

focus, to learn, to respect themselves and others, and to promote 

well-being in themselves and others. 

The Ministry of Education, Ontario; The Kindergarten Program 2016 



*

This frame encompasses children’s learning and development with respect to:  

• communicating thoughts and feelings – through gestures, physical movements, 
words, symbols, and representations, as well as through the use of a variety of 
materials;  

• literacy behaviours, evident in the various ways they use language, images, and 
materials to express and think critically about ideas and emotions, as they listen 
and speak, view and represent, and begin to read and write;  

• mathematics behaviours, evident in the various ways they use concepts of 
number and pattern during play and inquiry; access, manage, create, and 
evaluate information; and experience an emergent understanding of 
mathematical relationships, concepts, skills, and processes;  

• an active engagement in learning and a developing love of learning, which can 
instil the habit of learning for life. 

What children learn in connection with this frame develops their capacity to think 
critically, to understand and respect many different perspectives, and to process 
various kinds of information. 

The Ministry of Education, Ontario; The Kindergarten Program 2016 



*

This frame encompasses children’s learning and development with 

respect to:  

• exploring the world through natural curiosity, in ways that engage 

the mind, the senses, and the body;  

• making meaning of their world by asking questions, testing theories, 

solving problems, and engaging in creative and analytical thinking;  

• the innovative ways of thinking about and doing things that arise 

naturally with an active curiosity, and applying those ideas in 

relationships with others, with materials, and with the environment. 

The learning encompassed by this frame supports collaborative 

problem solving and bringing innovative ideas to relationships with 

others. 

The Ministry of Education, Ontario; The Kindergarten Program 2016 



*

*The Kindergarten Program, 2016 

*Addendum to Kindergarten Program 2019 

*Growing Success Kindergarten Addendum 

*The Learning Partnership, Welcome to Kindergarten 

*Morrish Public School Website 

*Toronto District School Board 

 

Follow us on twitter - @morrishps 

https://files.ontario.ca/books/edu_the_kindergarten_program_english_aoda_web_oct7.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/addendum-to-kindergarten-program.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/policyfunding/GSKindergartenAddendum2018.pdf
https://www.thelearningpartnership.ca/programs/welcome-to-kindergarten
https://schoolweb.tdsb.on.ca/morrish
https://www.tdsb.on.ca/

