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Muirhead’s Message
Dear Muirhead Parents and Guardians,

The new year brought new and continued learning opportunities from our 
school-wide focus around Indigenous Education, Black History, math 
manipulatives and extracurricular activities. Our arts club continued to explore 
various forms of creativity and expression with Mr. Bernard’s leadership. The 
Eco club, under the guidance of Ms. Carpeneto and Ms. Pennycook, is excited 
to make a deep impact on our environment. From organizing sweater day to 
ECO bulletin board, the students and staff are committed to creating a healthier 
future for our school and community. Our knitting club has been developing 
their skills and hard work with support from Ms. Park. It’s exciting to see the 
number of participants learning to use a pair of needles to craft their projects 
together. Recently, many staff members are excited to begin lunch intramurals. 
Whether it’s basketball, soccer, benchball, dodgeball, scooter board, tag 
games, there’s something for everyone to enjoy from grades 1-5.

We are excited to share more in the next coming months.

Mr. V. Tran

Upcoming Events:

Blue and White Day
Feb 2

Valentine’s Day
Feb 14

Term 1 Report Cards Go Home
Feb 14

Pizza Day
Feb 15

Parent Teacher Interviews - 
Evening 
Feb 15

PA Day/Parent Teacher 
Interviews - Morning
Feb 16

Family Day
Feb 19

Pink Shirt Day
Feb 28



Indigenous Education In Ms. 
Fotiadis’ and Ms. T’s 

Kindergarten “A”
This month, the students in Kindergarten 
“A” learned about some of the inequities 

found in Indigenous communities in 
Canada. Following a multi-day read aloud 

of the book “Nibi’s Water Song” by 
Indigenous author, Sunshine Tenasco, the 
students engaged in an exploration of the 

big idea in the book using the text and their 
own connections to the main character Nibi 
and her determined search for clean water.



To have the students start thinking 
about water, we began with a 

discussion of water in our homes and a 
series of questions to help the students 

understand why Nibi’s situation was 
different. 

Who in our class has water at home? 
What do you and your family use the 
water for? What does the water look 
like? (Is it brown and sandy…?) How 
does the water smell? How does the 

water taste?



At first the students seemed to think it 
was “funny” since “everyone” had 

water at home. When brainstorming 
how water was used at home, they 

were quick to point out: water to drink, 
water to take a bath, water to clean 
dishes, water to wash clothes, water 
for plants at home… The list went on 

and on. The students were then asked 
to think about what would happen if 
they didn’t have water at home? We 
then started our first reading of the 

book, “Nibi’s Water Song”.



We read the book two more times, 
each time focusing on something 

new. We followed Nibi in her search 
for clean water. We discussed why 
the people in the big shiny houses 
in the nearby town were not more 
giving with the water they had. We 
explored the possible meaning of 
the garland of flowers created by 

illustrator, Chief Lady Bird that 
followed Nibi from page to page.



Finally in our third review of the 
book, we discussed the sign and 
the message that Nibi carried to 
bring awareness to the people in 

the towns, when she said, 
“Water is Life”. 

This is what some of the 
students in our class had to say 

about what “Water is Life” 
means….



“You have to drink water to live 
and to wash your hands. “Water is 
life” means for you to survive you 
need water. We should give people 
clean water.” (Erik)

“When we drink water we will get 
bigger and we will get healthy and 
stronger. “Water is life” means you 
have to drink clean water not dirty 
water or you will get sick and maybe 
you will die.” (Raphael)



“Nibi needs water. If we have 
some dirty water and we don’t 
share we will die becaue our 
body needs water.” (Meher) “”Life is water” means water is very, 

very healthy for your body and it 
makes you stronger. Nibi wanted to 
say water is important. You can 
share water with people. It’s a nicer 
way.” (Nikolina)



“You drink water and you take a bath 
and you wash your hands with water. 
Water also comes from the sky when 
it’s raining. You can give people water 
when they don’t have clean water. You 

use water for plants and flowers. 
Everybody needs water.” (Tire)

“Water helps you to survive. We 
should give water when people 

don’t have clean water.” (David)



“Water to drink or we 
die. Share the water.” 

(Jonas)
“For our body you have to drink 

water. We have to drink 8 cups of 
water because it’s good for us. We 
can put signs to help people that 
don’t have clean water.” (Tania)



















Our Trip to Queen’s Park

On Monday, January 15th, Ms. Buckler’s, Mr. 
Bernard’s, and Ms. Sourial’s classes went to the 
Legislative Assembly at Queen’s Park to learn 
about our government. We walked to the bus stop 
and took the TTC bus to the subway and we used 
the subway to get to Queen’s Park. 



Once we arrived at our destination, we were 
amazed by the architecture and beautiful 
gardening. There were tour guides who led us 
through the building. 



We went to see The Legislative Chamber and 
learned what happens inside the chamber. We 
also learned about how debates work, and the 
process involved when making new laws.


