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~ This program focuses on the development of foundational

- knowledge and application of skills specific to the arts and
culture sector. Students will be encouraged to develop
their talen s in one or more of the arts which may include,
communication technology, dance, dramatic arts, visual arts,
media arts, vocal /instrumental music as well as design,
technical production, arts administration and management.
Students will have an opportunity to explore a variety of
careers in the industry. Through sector partnerships students
will participate in industry-related field trips, guest speakers,
and workshops.

The program allows students opportunities to build a
portfolio through experiential learning in areas within the arts
and culture sector as well as learn safe and healthy working
practices as they apply the knowledge and skills at a workplace
in the community.

INDUSTRY OPPORTUNITIES:

Variety of opportunities including areas such as,
dance, drama, vocal/instrumental music, film,
radio and television, design, visual arts, media arts,
administration, journalism and reporting,
computer/digital media, design

Wide range of positions from management,
administration, finance, supervisor, technician,
_engineer, design, positions in pre-production,
_production and post-production, recording,
fashion, advertising/marketing and sales,
merchandising, human resources, journalism,
research, communication

Employment opportumhes include:
rformmg arts centres, community centres,
radio broadcasting, fashion design and
ranufacturing, skilled trades (electrician,
arpentry, information and communication

technology, painter, hairstylist), audio
roduchon, recording and engineering,

_ entertainment/music business and
nugemenl', entrepreneurial opportunities,
muihmedla, art galleries, museums
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Q_:Why would | enroll

A:The Specialist High Skills Major

SPECIALIST

HighSkills

ajor

« The Specialist High Skills Major
is a ministry-approved program

that offers students the opportunity
i 4. Use of the Ontario Skills Passport

to focus their learning on a specific
economic sector while meeting
the requirements for the Ontario
Secondary School Diploma

Students gain career-related skills
and knowledge in the specific area
or industry sector that is of interest
to them

The Specialist High Skills Major
enables students to acquire the
skills and expertise in a specific
economic sector to help prepare
students to make the transition
from secondary school to
apprenticeship training, college,
university or the workplace

in a Specialist High
Skills Major program?

program will allow you to get a
“head start” into a specific field of
work. You will be able to:

» Work creatively in developing
solutions to problems

« Investigate the industry through
work experience

« Relate your studies to things you
like to do

» Receive a special Specialist High
Skills Major red seal designation
on your diploma

» Gain valuable industry work
experience and make connections
with potential employers

Each Specialist High Skills

i Major program includes:

1. Eight to ten bundled senior level

credits

i 2, Sector-recognized certifications

and/or training courses, including
Safety Awareness Training

3. Experiential learning, including two

compulsory Cooperative Education
credits

(OSP) and development of
Essential Skills and work habits
that are required in the sector

5. ‘Reach Ahead” experiences which
may include a dual credit

6. Contextualized learning activities
that integrate theory with practice

Students in a Specialist

: High Skills Major program

. have opportunities to:

i + Enrich their high school experience
i « Broaden their choices

i « Increase their awareness of careers

and postsecondary programs

« Gain professional skills
i « Network with potential employers
i « Beempowered to succeed

Frequently
Asked
Questions:

Q_: What can | do to prepare

for entry into a Specialist
High Skills Major program?

A: Plan to take the courses in grades

9 and 10 that lead into the Specialist
High Skills Major program of your
choice.

Q_: What if the Specialist

High Skills Major program
that | am interested in
taking is not available

at my secondary school?

A: You are able to apply to the

Specialist High Skills Major
program at the secondary school
where it is available.
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