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COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
This course examines interrelationships within and between Canada’s natural and human systems and how these systems interconnect with those in other parts of the world. Students will explore environmental, economic, and social geographic issues relating to topics such as transportation options, energy choices, and urban development. Students will apply the concepts of geographic thinking and the geographic inquiry process, including spatial technologies, to investigate various geographic issues and to develop possible approaches for making Canada a more sustainable place in which to live.
CURRICULUM STRANDS (UNITS) and OVERALL EXPECTATIONS:

Overall Expectations
Each of the Grade 9 geography courses is organized into the following five strands:

A. Geographic Inquiry and Skill Development: This strand highlights the geographic inquiry process and the spatial skills that students need in order to think critically about geographic issues relating to interactions within and between the natural environment and human communities in Canada. Throughout the course, students will apply the geographic inquiry process, the concepts of geographical thinking, and related skills and spatial technologies in a variety of contexts, from local to global. In so doing, they will develop their ability to think critically, solve problems, and work collaboratively with their fellow citizens to make their community and Canada a more sustainable place in which to live.

B. Interactions in the Physical Environment: This strand develops students’ understanding of how natural phenomena and events influence their daily lives. They will analyse the role of physical systems and processes in shaping the natural environment and the many ways in which the natural environment influences the types of human activity that take place in Canadian communities. Students will also analyse the effects that human activities, such as transportation, recreation, and industrial processes, have on the Earth’s physical systems and processes.

C. Managing Canada’s Resources and Industries: In this strand, students will analyse issues related to Canadian resources and industries, and assess the impacts of resource policy, resource management, and consumer choices on resource sustainability. They will also investigate the growing importance of knowledge-based industries and human capital in our economy and assess the contribution of different industrial sectors to Canada’s export trade and economic performance.
D. Changing Populations: In this strand, students will analyse trends in Canada’s population and assess the implications of these trends in local, national, and global contexts. Students will have the opportunity to analyse geographic issues associated with population demographics and settlement patterns and to assess strategies that could be used to address the economic, environmental, social, and political implications of an aging and increasingly diverse population. 

E. Liveable Communities: This strand focuses on the need for students to recognize how the infrastructure of a community can affect its liveability and its environmental, economic, and social sustainability. Issues relating to land use, urban growth, and human systems are analysed. Students will have the opportunity to develop strategies for making their community a more sustainable place in which to live.
Units: This course is divided into four units.
Unit 1: Methods of Geographic Inquiry / Physical Connections
-exploring Canada, mapping skills, GPS, geologic history, landform and climate connections, soil and natural vegetation connections.
Unit 2: Cultural connections

-the study of population, the First Nations, immigration, settlement patterns, urban land use.

Unit 3: Economic connections 

-types of industry, the fishery, our forest resources and mineral wealth, energy, manufacturing, service and transportation sectors, ecological footprint / sustainability.
Unit 4: Global connections

-the world community, Canada’s international relationships, foreign trade and cultural connections. 

Assessment and Evaluation

Assessment and Evaluation are based on the expectations and levels of achievement outlined in the provincial curriculum document for each subject.  A wide range of assessment and evaluation opportunities allows students to demonstrate their learning in a variety of ways.  This information provides the basis for reporting student grades on the Provincial Report Card. A final mark will be calculated using the following categories:
Formative Evaluation:  (70% of the final mark will be based on evaluations conducted throughout the course) All four achievement categories/strands do not need to be evaluated in each evaluation task.
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Summative Evaluation:  (30% of the final mark will be based on a final evaluation in the form of culminating activities).
 Components of Summative Evaluation:  
1. Major research project: 20%







2. End of term test: 10% 
** A detailed explanation of the culminating activity/activities will be distributed to students in the class.


Learning Skills:  The report card provides a record of the learning skills, demonstrated by the student in every course in the following six categories:  Responsibility, Organization, Independent Work, Collaboration, Initiative and Self-Regulation.  The learning skills are evaluated using a four-point scale (E-Excellent, G-Good, S-Satisfactory, N-Needs Improvement).

Please refer to the Student Agenda Planner for details regarding the Achievement Chart and Learning Skills.

